
 

April 1st, 2018 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“God loves each of us 
as if there were only 

one of us.” 
 

~St. Augustine 

“Do not be alarmed; you 
are looking for Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was cruci-
fied. He has been raised; he 

is not here.” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER DAVID WHITE 

ACOLYTE 1 DAYSHA WHITE 

ACOLYTE 2 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

O.T. LECTOR LIZZY ORTEGA 

N.T. LECTOR ROWAN BLOOMER 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER BOB WARNER 

USHER TORRY GUARDINO 

Sunday April 1st 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html 

EASTER SUNDAY 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html


 

 

 

7:00 PM  

SUBDEACON TIM POWERS 

M.C. TORRY GUARDINO 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER EILEEN BARRETT 

ACOLYTE 1 MARLENE PRESLEY 

ACOLYTE 2 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

O.T. LECTOR MIKE SAUNDERS 

N.T. LECTOR RICK SCOTT 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER   

MAUNDY THURSDAY - MARCH 29TH  

S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are 
available for sale EVERY Sunday after 

each service.  Grace Church receives 5% on 
the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the 
family easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of 
Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your 
meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please 
keep us in mind when preparing your shop-
ping lists! 

W e are happy 
and pleased to 

announce that we 
can now accept cred-
it card purchases for 

the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a re-
wards credit card you can now accumulate 
points while supporting Grace Church!   

GOOD FRIDAY - MARCH 30TH  

7:00 PM  

    

ACOLYTE  CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE  CARLA BOYER 

  

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

    

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

    

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   

Click HereClick HereClick Here   

Tricky Tray Baskets                       
and Merchandise 

Thanks to all who have already brought in items 
for the Tricky Tray, either baskets or donated mer-
chandise.  If you are bringing items in please make 
certain that you give them either to Phyllis or Ally 
or to one of the Committee members (Anne Cald-
well, Sue Scott, Meg Catizone, Eileen Barrett, or 
Claire Newquist) so that we know that they are for 
the Tricky Tray and who they are from.  We also 
want to make sure that they are kept in a secure 
location to avoid losing anything.  Once again, 
thanks for all support for this event. ~Claire Newquist 

If you're not receiving a paper copy of 

the Episcopal New Yorker but would like to, 

email Andrew Gary                                         

atagary@dioceseny.org with your name, 

mailing address, and the name of the con-

gregation where you are a member. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
mailto:atagary@dioceseny.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

A Diocesan Letter On Sexual Harassment, Abuse, and Violence 
March 16, 2018  

Our Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Three days ago you received a letter from your bishops regarding the issues of gun violence in America 
which have been raised with fresh urgency by the mass shooting in Parkland, Florida last month.  In that 
letter we invited wide participation in the March for Our Lives demonstrations that will happen in Wash-
ington D.C. and across our country on the 24th, and we published the statement on gun violence issued by 
the House of Bishops in our meeting last week at Camp Allen, Texas.   

In this letter we want to publish the second statement by the House of Bishops, regarding Sexual Harass-
ment and Abuse.  That letter announces the intention of the House to offer opportunities at the coming 
General Convention for women and men to bring forward their own accounts of the events of harassment 
or abuse which they have suffered, particularly when that has come from those in power.  We believe that 
such a listening event, happening at the opening of the General Convention, has the potential to shape the 
work of the Convention in a spirit both of greater openness and trust, and of appropriate repentance.  Cer-
tainly it is imperative that the church and its leaders receive the witness of the abuse and violence which 
has been visited upon so many women, as well as men, within the communities and structures of the 
church.    

But we are also convinced that the bringing forward of so many personal stories, often at personal risk or 
cost, requires of us that we revisit the practices of our own Diocese of New York to guarantee, as we are 
able, that the church will be a place of safety and of integrity for all people, and that in all we do we renew 
our commitment to "respect the dignity of every human being."    

ON SEXUAL HARASSMENT, ABUSE AND VIOLENCE  

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, March 29th - Maundy Thursday 
    7:00 PM:  Holy Eucharist with foot washing and all night vigil at the Altar 
    of Repose 

Friday, March 30th -  Good Friday 
    12:00 PM:  Interfaith Council Service (3 hour service) 
    7:00 PM:  Liturgy and Mass of the Pre-sanctified 

Saturday, March 31st - The Great Vigil of Easter 
    8:00 PM: Mass at St. James Episcopal Church, Goshen, NY 

Sunday, April 1st -  Easter Sunday 
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Tuesday, April 3rd -   10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Sunday, April 8th -  8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Tuesday, April 10th -  10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Sunday, April 15th -  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 



 

 

   

 

 Last Fall, at the beginning of the #MeToo Movement in America, three priests in our diocese made it 
known on Facebook that they had been the victims of sexual harassment in the context of their ordina-
tion process.  As each of them had been ordained by me (Bishop Dietsche) in my time as Bishop of New 
York, this was alarming news.   I reached out to each of them, and in very preliminary conversations they 
let me know something of the context in which the offenses took place.  For the specific circumstances of 
their situations there are remedies and preventions which can be put into place and they are being 
so.  But the personal, shocking realization for me was that these abuses had happened "on my 
watch."  They had been visited upon women whom I had invited into the process of discernment, whom I 
believed in, and it was in that process that they were victimized.  That was a sad and sober learning, and 
one which was and continues to be an occasion of my own repentance.  I am profoundly sorry.    

But their accounts gave a glimpse into the larger dynamic of power and vulnerability in the church, and 
how the authorities given to leaders at every level of the church to support and nurture health and 
strength and life and possibility, may be twisted to violate and humiliate and degrade, and to impose 
shame and silence upon the innocent.  This is the insidious and corrupting dimension of human sin:  not 
just that human beings do wrong, but that we are all far too ready to corrupt and bend the good gifts of 
God into tools for the control and abuse of other people.  This is destructive of the church;  it is under-
mining of the gospel;  it blinds us to the possibilities of God in one another and in our world.  "Do you re-
nounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?"  "Do you renounce all 
evil desires that draw you from the love of God?"  We renounce them.  God help us.  

The first sin of Eden was jealousy for power, and the challenge of the church in every age, and in our own, 
has been to overcome the desire to place one person over another, and to use other people to serve our 
own needs or desires or satisfactions.  The stories which have come before us in the #MeToo Movement 
are new to our ears for many of us, but we hear in them the ancient, even biblical, strains of sin and 
suffering and ruin.  

One of the personally troubling things for us as your bishops in these last months has been the realization 
that while a great weight of personal accounts by victims has come forward in these months, only a very 
few of them have been told to us directly.  It has been a reminder to us that we are the inheritors and 
bearers of the authorities of the church, and of its powers, and that we carry the responsibility for the 
failures in our structures which have allowed these abuses to take place.  It has been a reminder that by 
virtue of the offices we hold, many women and men who have been abused may not believe that it is safe 
to tell us their stories.  We understand that some fear punishment, reprisal or consequence just for 
speaking up.  This realization has been humbling, and because we love you, it has broken our hearts.  We 
are remorseful, and we are sorry.  As your bishops we see that we have responsibility for the problem, 
and we must lead this our beloved community to healing.  

We cannot say that what we propose in this letter is comprehensive.  These are first steps, and we invite 
constructive comment and reflection: 

I (Bishop Dietsche) am going to create a Chaplain to Postulants and Candidates.  This is not intended to be 
a staff position, but will carry some modest compensation.  Recognizing the special vulnerabilities that 
people in the ordination process live with, this Chaplain will stand outside the structure of power and de-
cision-making which makes coming forward so risky for aspirants to ordained ministry.  When it is appro-
priate that the accounts of aspirants be brought forward to me or to our intake officer, the Chaplain will 
serve not only as pastor to the aspirant, but as advocate for her or him.   

 I am also going to create a position apart from the intake officers, not unlike the position above, for 
clergy and laypeople across the diocese who have a story of harassment to tell, but who are not ready 
to bring that story directly to me or into the formal disciplinary processes of the church.  And again, 
when it is appropriate that a story be brought forward, this person will serve not only as pastor, but 
as advocate for her or him.  Both of these new roles will carry the highest expectation of confidentiali-
ty for the person bringing their account.   

 We will create a process this year to review the materials and forms by which we offer and require 
Safe Church training in the diocese, that that training may encompass the learnings and reflections of 



 

 

   

 

 the #MeToo Movement, and that that training be as comprehensive and as effective, and as holy, as 
possible.   

 Finally, we will invite a small number of ordained and lay people from the diocese to help us create a 
process by which clergy and lay people with accounts of harassment and abuse by clergy or lay people 
may safely tell their stories and have them respectfully heard.  That we may listen and learn.  That we 
may all of us "go and sin no more."   

 May God equip us for the challenges and opportunities of this work.  May God make us brave and strong 
and faithful to be open and truthful and wise with one another.  May we never forget that everything we 
do that is worth doing is done to the glory of God and not our own.    

You may, if you like, follow this link to the sermon Bishop Dietsche gave on Ash Wednesday at Trinity Par-
ish and in our Cathedral, in reflection on the story of Tamar, daughter of King David.   Below you will find 
the statement of the House of Bishops.    

 
The Right Reverend Andrew ML Dietsche 
Bishop of New York  

    

The Right Reverend Allen K Shin 
Bishop Suffragan of New York     

 
 
     The Right Reverend Mary D Glasspool 
 

+++ 
 

Bishop Assistant of New York  Episcopal Church House of Bishops 
Statement on Sexual Harassment and Gender Bias 
March 7, 2018  

This is the first time the House of Bishops has met as a body since the #MeToo movement began last fall, 
bringing to light the reality of sexual harassment, gender-based violence, and the cultural stronghold of 
gender bias and inequity. We continue our own work of reconciliation within our branch of God's Church, 
honoring what we have learned and accomplished, as well as acknowledging the distance we still must 
travel. Reconciliation is the long work of healing offered by the Spirit, made possible by grace, which re-
quires our truth-telling and repentance.  

Many of us have experienced sexual harassment and perhaps sexual violence. Bishops who are women 
know the "me-too" experience. Some bishops who are men know it as well. We live with different experi-
ences of the cultural endowment of power. We know the Church has fallen short of our responsibility to 
listen and respond. In this time of heightened awareness it is with greater intention that we now invite 
the church to a deeper examination of what God intends for our relationships.   

This work will take courage. As many women and men bravely come forward to speak the truth of their 
experience, courageous men and women will listen, where appropriate repent, and take an active role in 
repairing the brokenness, working to change the culture of our church.   

We will offer a listening process in an open meeting at General Convention to hear more fully the stories 
of those who have been victims of sexual harassment and violence in the church. The date and time is 
July 4, 5:15 pm to 7:00 pm in the House of Bishops convention meeting space. The design of this process 
is being developed. Further details will be posted via social media and through Episcopal news outlets.  

Together women and men can form partnerships for reconciliation.  We seek a more faithful, just and ho-
ly life together. We welcome the Spirit's renewing work among us as we seek faithfully to walk in the way 
of Jesus. 



 

 

   

 

Sound in Vestments 
Easter is a “movable feast”—that is, it can fall on a range of dates, from March 22nd to April 25th. The date 
of Easter depends not only on the Earth’s position in its orbit around the sun, but also on the moon’s posi-
tion in its orbit around the Earth, which tends to complicate the calculation. 

First of all, Easter is always in the Spring, i. e., after the vernal equinox. This year, spring began at 12:15 
P.M. on March 20th. However, Pope Gregory XIII, who created our modern Gregorian Calendar, decreed 
that the equinox would be on March 21st for the purpose of calculating the date of Easter. 

To further complicate matters, it’s important to acknowledge that the events of The Passion take place 
during Passover, which commences on the 15th day of Nisan, the first month of the Hebrew calendar. Un-
like the Gregorian calendar, each of the twelve months of the Hebrew calendar is 29 or 30 days long, with 
each month beginning on a new moon. Thus, the 15th day of Nisan, or of any Jewish month, marks the full 
moon. 

The third (and least complicated) requirement is that Easter must fall on a Sunday. 

The Book of Common Prayer summarizes all of this as follows: 

Easter Day is always the Sunday after the full moon that occurs on or after the spring equinox 
on March 21, a date which is fixed in accordance with an ancient ecclesiastical computation, 
and which does not always correspond to the astronomical equinox. 

Taking this year as an example, on March 21st the moon was a waxing crescent. (There had been a new 
moon on St. Patrick’s Day.) It will be full again on Saturday, so Easter is this Sunday. Did you ever notice 
that there is always a full moon during Holy Week? Yeah, me neither—but there is! 

On Easter Sunday, our choir will sing an anthem whose text is taken from Amoretti, a series of 89 sonnets 
written by Edmund Spencer, in which he memorializes his courtship of Elizabeth Boyle, a young, well-born 
Anglo-Irish woman. (The sonnets apparently had their desired effect, because Edmund and Elizabeth were 
married on June 11, 1594.) The structure of the series is largely based on scripture readings prescribed by 
The Book of Common Prayer for the 89 days from January 23rd to May 17th of that year. Sonnet #68, upon 
which our anthem is based, corresponds to March 31st, which was Easter Sunday: 

Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day 
Didst make Thy triumph over death and sin, 

And having harrowed hell, didst bring away 
Captivity thence captive, us to win: 

This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin, 
And grant that we for whom Thou diddest die, 

Being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin, 
May live forever in felicity: 

And that Thy love we weighing worthily, 
May likewise love Thee for the same again; 

And for Thy sake, that all like dear didst buy, 
With love may one another entertain. 

So let us love, dear love, like as we ought; 
Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught. 

Happy Easter, everybody! 
 
Michael Saunders, 
Director of Music 

MSaunde1@Stevens.edu 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

   

 

The Annual Grace Church 

Tricky Tray  

We need everyone’s help!  

Here’s what you can do: 
- Create theme baskets or donate single tray items 

   (gift cards, tickets, new gift items, etc.) 

 - Sponsor a basket and we’ll shop / create a  

    basket for you 

 - “Re-gift” new items others would like to win 

 - Solicit donations from businesses (tickets, gift  

   cards, merchandise, services, dining,  
   entertainment, etc.) - a solicitation form letter  

   is available (Please see a committee member to avoid  

   duplicate requests to local businesses.)  
 - Donate money toward food items to sell at the  
   event and / or  donate a dessert item 

 - Sign-up to set-up, clean-up, assist with ticket  

   sales, serving refreshments, etc. 

 - Place flyers (will be available soon) at work,    

   school, community & business locations 

 - Invite your family, friends and co-workers  

 - Donate a new bike, smart TV, major sports event 

   tickets, or contribute toward a major prize 

 - Place lawn signs in well-traveled areas in and    

   around Middletown                Thank you!         



 

 

   

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

April 19th starting at 7:30 pm.  All are 
invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the January 18, 

2018 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the February 15, 

2018 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee 

hour.  Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.   Some-
times, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or 
buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and 

coffee.   Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, thank you for all that you do for 
Grace Church! 

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SE1zI8Vzl2pfry5tvI1XM1hqtjzqt_AK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SE1zI8Vzl2pfry5tvI1XM1hqtjzqt_AK/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xcAQ-8Abt-OdUG50RkQXMrdpOF4LijAu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BxXX3yNooJS2xGL8pXVsFJ4AHVxsYRIi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BxXX3yNooJS2xGL8pXVsFJ4AHVxsYRIi/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:trguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:cherm51@yahoo.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:rsuescott@gmail.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html

