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“One thing have I asked
of the LORD; one thing I
seek; that I may dwell in
the house of the LORD
all the days of my life.”

Sunday January 26th
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 AM
CHALICE

January 26, 2014
BOYER, CARLA

2ND CHALICE

NEWQUIST, CLAIRE

ACOLYTE

NEWQUIST, CLAIRE

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

BOYER, CARLA
NEWQUIST, CLAIRE
SEEKAMP, P.
SEEKAMP, PATTY

USHER

SEEKAMP, BOB

10:30 AM

“The greatness of a
community is most accurately
measured by the compassionate actions of its members, a
heart of grace, and a soul
generated by love.”

SUBDEACON
M.C.

MAISONET, BETH
GUARDINO, TORRY

THURIFER

POWERS, TIM

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

SCOTT, RICK
VAUGHAN, LENORA

ACOLYTE 2

PRESLEY, MARLENE

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

MAISONET, BETH
SAUNDERS, MIKE
STRUNSKY, MARK
STRUNSKY, MARK

USHER

RUSHEY, VIRGINIA

Coretta Scott King

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html

A Cathedral Arch
As you know, Father John and I attended the Diocesan Convention to
Elect a Bishop Suffragan back in December. The convention was on
December 7th to be exact, the day Pearl Harbor was attacked, an
event which lead to our country’s entry into WWII. As Father John
and I walked around our beautiful Cathedral, he pointed out a stone
arch. About half the arch had been sculpted in a design and the rest
of the arch was plain, as were all the other arches in that area of the
Cathedral. Father went on to say that the reason the arch was only
partly chiseled was because the stone carvers had begun the work
right before December 7, 1941. When Pearl Harbor was attacked, the
craftsmen left their work and went off to war. I remember thinking
about the coincidence of us being there on that day, 72 years and
about 30 minutes or so after such a defining moment in history.
Not really knowing much about it, I thought I’d take a deeper look at
the history of our Cathedral. The concept of the Cathedral began
somewhere around 1828 but construction didn’t actually begin until
December 1892 when the first cornerstone was laid. The project was
beset by complications and delays from the start. For instance, after
two years of digging, the builders still had not hit bedrock for the
foundation of the Apse. Bedrock was finally struck at a depth of seventy two feet below the surface. Construction stopped and started several times for various reasons and, on November 30, 1941, the entire
length of the uncompleted Cathedral was consecrated and, one week later, the United States entered
World War II in response to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Construction stopped again. Work on the Cathedral resumed again in 1978, and the Cathedral is still not completed.
Anyway, back to the arches and to that one arch in particular. As I thought about this unfinished arch on
the day of the Convention, and at times since that day, I realize that the arch is not simply an unfinished
part of our magnificent unfinished Cathedral. Rather, it is a silent testament to the sacrifices of our parents, grandparents and great grandparents. It is a stone monument, of sorts, to those who went to war,
and to those who didn’t return. And, I would guess
that this unintended tribute goes unnoticed and unrecognized by many of the visitors walking around inside.
So, should you get an opportunity to visit our Cathedral for any of the worship services, guided or unguided tours, or for any of the art, music or poetry programs, take a moment and stand in the area between
the choir stalls. From the front of the choir area, look
left and toward the ceiling, and you will see the arch
I’m speaking of. Then, take some time, remember, and
reflect. ~Joe Barrett
Some Cathedral facts:
·

The Cathedral's nave with its interior arches is 124 feet high.

·

The Cathedral's bronze doors were cast by Barbedienne, the same man who cast the Statue of Liberty.

(continued on next page)

·

The Cathedral's Great Rose Window is 40 feet in diameter and is composed by over 10,000 pieces
of glass.

·

The Cathedral's seven chapels each represent a different ethnic group in an effort to provide for
the diversity of its urban community.

·

The Cathedral contains a "Poet's Corner" paying tribute to great authors in American History.

·

The Cathedral's eight granite columns behind the altar are 6 feet in diameter, 55 feet high, and
weigh 130 tons each.

·

The Cathedral's grounds contain a Biblical Garden, in which the herbs and flowers appearing in the
Bible are grown.

·

In 1942 five tons of Cathedral scrap metal was donated for the war effort, including wrought iron
railings. The Cathedral accepted silver altar vessels from London’s Chapel Royal for safekeeping
during the war, giving rise to the urban legend that the Cathedral housed the Crown Jewels.

[These facts were compiled from the “Internet History Sourcebooks Project” of Fordham University
(www.fordham.edu/Halsall/index.asp) and The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine website
(www.stjohndivine.org/)]

Tag Sale 2014
The holidays are over and if you
are like me, you have been cleaning out closets to make room for
the new gifts you received this
year. The question then becomes, what do you do with the
old stuff? How about donating those items to the
Grace Church to sell at our annual Tag sale?
Whenever you are ready you can bring your
clean, gently used items to the donation room in
the basement. This year's sale will be held on August 16th.
If anyone has any questions please contact Eileen
Barrett by email or at Church.

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite
gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace
Church!

ICE CRYSTALS
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
“Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven.” -- Matt. 6:9-10 (KJV)
When we come to pray at home or in church or wherever we are, our minds are full of our
needs, the needs of those we love, and the needs of those for whom we pray. We are burdened with
fears, worries, hungers, desires, and wants. Sickness and pain, financial woes, and fractured relationships torment and distract us. We say the Lord’s Prayer with our hearts and minds full of anguish.
The Lord’s Prayer directs our attention first to God. We may want to rush through the words at
the beginning to get to “the good stuff” about getting our daily bread, about forgiving and being forgiven,
and about being kept from temptation and delivered from evil. But the beginning words are not there as
a mere preamble, and they make up fully one-third of the prayer.
If we say those words slowly and think about them; if we focus our attention on “our Father,
who art in heaven”; if we concentrate on Him, on His glory, His power, and His love for us, it changes our
perspective. Our daily fears and cares don’t disappear, but they shrink and fade and lose their power
over us in the light of our Father’s love and concern for us. And we can find peace.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

An Open Letter To The Guild Of St. Margaret
Dear Board Members, Staff, Volunteers, and Vestry,
The following resignation was accepted with regret on Monday, January 13, 2013:
I have served on the Guild of St. Margaret Advisory Board since 1997 when it was formed. It is time
for someone with fresh ideas to take my place, therefore, I am stepping down with regret and fond
memories. I will gladly volunteer to work any fundraising events and will continue to serve in the
kitchen.
Kathy Hamilton
On behalf of the Guild of St. Margaret I would like to thank Kathy Hamilton for her dedication and devotion to the Guild of St. Margaret for the past 16 years. Kathy has been a steadfast voice for the needy in
our community and one of the guiding forces of this outreach mission of Grace Church. Kathy will continue to work as a volunteer at the soup kitchen and with our fundraising efforts. If you have the opportunity, please consider thanking her in person for all that she has done for the Guild of St. Margaret, and our
community.
Faithfully Yours,
Phyllis Guardino
The Guild of St Margaret, Director
12 Depot Street, Middletown, NY 10940

Welcome!

If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we are glad you’ve
joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the area and seeking
a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please take a moment to
fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the church. The pew card
can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!
ame that Baby needs your con-

N

tributions!! Please give photos
to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on February 20th from
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to

Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

attend!

Please submit your questions for our column
“Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if you are wondering about something, chances are others
are as well. You can submit directly to Fr.
John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your
question to Kathryn or Joe.

To read the highlights of the
November 21, 2013 Vestry
meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Damian Baker dbakerman@yahoo.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco mdenisco@hvc.rr.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Timothy Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Christy Silvels gigglelips@yahoo.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

