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“his face shone like the
sun, and his clothes
became dazzling
white.”

Sunday March 2nd

LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 AM

“It may be that when we no
longer know which way to go
we have come to our real journey. The mind that is not baffled is not employed. The impeded stream is the one that
sings.”
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html

Adult Education News
Beginning on the first Sunday of Lent (March 9th) and continuing each Sunday in Lent
(finishing April 6th), there will be an adult education series on the Eucharist and the
ceremonies of the Mass. Have you ever wondered what some of the symbolism is
around the Eucharist? What is that band of cloth Fr. John wears on his left arm and
what does it mean? Why does the altar party bow during the first part of the “Holy,
Holy”? Join us after coffee hour (around 12:15 or so) each Sunday in Lent and find out!
Mark your calendars: the Lenten Quiet Day will be held on Saturday April 12th. Times and details to follow.
~Tim Powers

Lenten Schedule
Shrove Tuesday

March 4th

6:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner

7:00 p.m. Burning of Palms

Ash Wednesday

March 5th

Masses at 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Fridays in Lent

Stations of the Cross at 6:30 p.m. followed by Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament at 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Quiet Day

April 12th

(times and location to be announced)

Shrove Tuesday Potluck
On March 4, Shrove Tuesday, we will be having the usual potluck supper.
Please start arriving with your food at 5 PM. We will begin eating at 6 PM. At 7 PM,
the annual burning of the palms will take place.
This is always a joyous and delicious sharing of food and friendship. There is a
sign-up sheet right outside of Phyllis’ office. But in the event that you forget to sign
up, come anyway, and bring last years’ palms to be burned.
Looking forward to seeing you. ~Lenora Vaughan
ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite
gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace
Church!

ICE CRYSTALS
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
“Be surety for Thy servant for good.” -- Psalm 119:122 (KJV)
“Surety”? What am I asking God to do?
The Contemporary English Version translates this as, “Take good care of me, your servant,” but
the word “surety” means so much more.
It is an unfamiliar word, or at least an uncommon one, outside of legal and financial circles. I run
through the definitions I know for it: backer, bondsman, guarantor, hostage, patron, sponsor, and supporter--one who makes good on another’s debts or failures.
Am I asking God to be my guarantor? When I fail, He pays the price? What an incredible thought-that God should pay for me. But Jesus did just that. He died for us, for our sins. He paid our debts for
us. He was hostage for us, for our “good behavior,” even though we fail miserably.
May we remember that this Lent, this Ash Wednesday, this Good Friday, and this Easter. He is our
patron, guarantor, protector, and guide--our “surety.”
But there is even more than giving pledges and guaranteeing debts in this word. “Surety” in this
case is translated from the Hebrew ‘ârab, which carries, as well, the meaning of “mingling oneself with,”
even “occupying.” And that’s something to think about when we ask to be filled with the Holy Spirit and
when we partake of the Eucharist.

The Easy-Pull Sock Aid
I have been on this earth for more than 25,500
days, and I don’t remember on any one of those
days feeling grateful that I could put on my own
socks (sockies, argyles, leotards, nylons, hose, etc.,
depending on the decade).
Today, thanks to a clever invention called the EasyPull Sock Aid (which I wish I had invented), I am
grateful to be able to perform this mundane but
necessary task each morning all by myself. This is
accomplished by stretching one’s sock over the
frame, dropping the thing on the floor while hanging onto the two straps, sticking one’s foot inside,
and pulling the contraption out, leaving the sock
fairly neatly seated on one’s foot. It takes much
longer than the old way of simply bending a little
and pulling on a sock, but it gives the user independence, a very wonderful thing.
This got me thinking about gratitude and the multitude of little things we are able to do each day that
we totally take for granted. Lifting a gallon of milk
or water, for example, or stretching to reach the

Chapstick on a nightstand. Picking up the Chapstick when it rolls off. Getting up from a chair or
bed, doing a load of wash, walking to the store.
Grabbing the phone before the second ring, answering the doorbell promptly. All the many
things I’ve been doing for years without a second
thought.
I’m also grateful, today, to have been slowed
down enough that I have time to appreciate all
those small things. And the big things as well, like
my Grace Church family, your prayers and many
kindnesses, our Rector, the wonderful
building we have in
which to worship
that I miss so much,
and all that we mean
to each other. Thank
you all and I look forward to seeing you soon, perhaps mid-March or
maybe even sooner.
Love,
Kathryn

Altar Guild
Along with Virginia Rushey, Ellen Jamison has served as Co-Director of St. Martha’s Altar Guild for
the last fifteen odd years. Not entirely in jest, I’ve often said that I have the best altar guild in Christendom. Having been on an altar guild myself, I know first hand the work and dedication that this ministry
requires. Under the direction of Ellen and Virginia, the members of St. Martha’s Altar Guild are second to
none.
Reluctantly, Ellen has retired from her position as Co-Director. Thank you, Ellen, for your guidance,
friendship and dedication. It’s been a real pleasure working with you these many years. Likewise, I am
grateful to Virginia Rushey for continuing to serve as Co-Director and I am very pleased that Lenora
Vaughan has accepted my appointment as our new Co-Director. ~Father John

Work on the Wayside Chapel continued with a window sill and trim being
added to the uncovered stained glass window. Please come on
by for Mass on Sunday
and take a look.

Welcome!

If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we are glad you’ve
joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the area and seeking
a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please take a moment to
fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the church. The pew card
can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!
ame that Baby needs your con-
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tributions!! Please give photos
to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on February 20th from
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to

Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

attend!

Please submit your questions for our column
“Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if you are wondering about something, chances are others
are as well. You can submit directly to Fr.
John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your
question to Kathryn or Joe.

To read the highlights of the
November 21, 2013 Vestry
meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Damian Baker dbakerman@yahoo.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco mdenisco@hvc.rr.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Timothy Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Christy Silvels gigglelips@yahoo.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

