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Sunday March 8th

"Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your
sight, O LORD, my
strength and my redeemer.“
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html

ASK FR JOHN
A question from Boyd:
What's the difference between the parishioners, the congregation, the people in the pews, and the laity?
Are choir members, their director and organist part of the laity?
Those in Holy Orders - deacons, priests and bishops comprise the Clergy. All other Baptized Christians
comprise the Laity. Both Clergy and Laity are ministers. In recent years the Church has renewed its focus
on the dignity and importance of the Ministry of All the Baptized.
Can you imagine Grace Church without a Director of Music, an Organist, a Junior or Senior Warden, a Vestry and Clerk, a Director of the Guild of St. Margaret, a Parish Administrator, a Treasurer?
Can you imagine Grace Church without choir members, acolytes, Altar Guild members, lectors, a teacher
of Adult Education, Eucharistic Ministers, Hospitality Ministers, Building and Grounds volunteers, carpenters, a web site facilitator, a security consultant, flower arrangers, a writer of notes and sender of cards,
mentors of smooth flowing liturgy, an Endowment Committee, soup kitchen volunteers, greeters, Church
School teachers and our Great Group of Kids, our ushers, committee chairs, coffee hour hosts, impromptu
snow shovelers, gardeners, fundraisers, youth group leaders, Jimmy Olsen (our news reporter), newsletter editors and contributors, prayer shawl makers, alb launderers, basket arrangers, not to mention
faithful pew sitters and anyone I have neglected to mention? WOW!!! No wonder Tom says that all I do is
“pass out wafers.” ~ Father John

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can joins us in worship.
Just click here!

We are looking to update the
photographs of Grace Parishioners which are posted in the
Parish House lobby. Please
bring in a current favorite photograph or
look for our friendly photographer after
each Sunday Mass during coffee hour.

And Now For Something Completely Different (with apologies to Monty Python!)
Everybody hears our wonderful pipe organ each Sunday, but not everybody has had the opportunity to
explore behind the organ pipes. Well, here is your chance!
As I entered through the access door off the altar, it became painfully obvious
that the space behind the organ pipes was made for thinner and more agile
people than I. Behind the organ pipes was a labyrinth (okay maybe calling it a
labyrinth is a bit of an exaggeration) of narrow passageways and ladders, leading to the two levels of walkway behind the organ pipes. Access to the area behind the organ pipes is needed to tune the organ and make repairs as needed.
And, there are actually two different access doors, one off the altar and another
off the sacristy. Oh and did I mention, that both are very small and lead to narrow passageways and narrow ladders? Wait, yes I did. ~Joe Barrett

A view of the choir area from behind the pipes.

Yes, that narrow piece of wood in the
center of this photograph is one of the
walkways!
A view looking down at the access
door behind the altar. Notice the
narrow ladder!
Daylight Savings Time
goes into effect this Sunday, March 8th, at 2 a.m.
Remember to set all your
clocks ahead 1 hour.

Click
Here
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Church School Schedule
March:
8th - Girl Scout Sunday - All Scouts are welcome to participate. Wear
your sash / vest and a white shirt or uniform. We will sit together as a
group during Mass. No classes.
15th - Lessons on Lent & Holy Week
22nd - Lessons on Lent & Holy Week
29th - Palm Sunday - Children will join the procession and then go to
class. They will make Easter cards for prayer partners / homebound and
out-of-town parishioners.

April:
5th - Easter - Join us before Mass for an egg hunt and flowering of the
cross at 9:45 AM.

Lenten Services
Stations of the Cross and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament are Fridays during Lent beginning at 6:30.

Holy Week 2015
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM Liturgy of the Palms and Low Mass, Rite 1
10:30 AM Liturgy of the Palms, Procession, and Solemn Mass

Holy Wednesday
10:00 AM Healing Mass

Maundy Thursday
7:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Procession to the Altar of Repose, Stripping of the Altar followed by an all night Vigil
at the Altar of Repose (until 8:00 AM Friday morning)

Good Friday
12:00 PM The Three Hours, presented by the Greater Middletown Interfaith Council
7:00 PM Veneration of the Cross, Mass of the Presanctified

Holy Saturday
9:00 AM Liturgy of the Word and Prayers
8:00 PM The Great Vigil and First Mass of Easter

Easter Day
8:00 AM Sung Mass, Rite 1
9:45 AM Easter Egg Hunt and Flowering of the Cross
10:30 AM Solemn Mass

Adult Education Lenten Series
Beginning the first Sunday of Lent and continuing throughout the Sundays of the season of Lent, adult education will meet to explore what it means to be an Episcopalian. What makes us different as the Episcopal
Church and as members of the Anglican Communion? In preparing for these adult education sessions, I've
been looking at different books and some online resources, but it also occurred to me that my greatest resource is you, the members of Grace Church. Why not, I thought, ask the people who live their day to day
lives as Episcopalians? So, if you have a thought (it doesn't have to be very deep or developed), please
email me at tmp617@gmail.com or text me at 646-584-6002. You don't have to send your thought or insight before Lent begins; anytime during the season will be appreciated. Thanks. ~Tim Powers

Two Announcements From Tim
Last week, at the adult education session, there was a desire expressed to have a more regular Bible
study program. I think this would be a great thing to do at Grace. It could also be an opportunity to partner with other Christians in the Middletown area, as well as other Episcopalians in the mid-Hudson Valley. One option is to become a provider of Education for Ministry. Their website is http://
efm.sewanee.edu/ Their fees are a bit dear, but it is a time tested program. Think about it and think
about whether or not a regular Bible study would be appealing. What day would we meet? How serious
do we want to be? Do we want to partner with other churches or do we want this to be an in-house
thing?
Recently, I've been missing seeing some of our members at church due to the stinking weather. I offered
some parishioners a ride when weather is bad (I usually drive my mother's BMW when it snows, and that
thing is a tank). One person said to me that she is very far and didn't want to put me out by accepting a
ride. That made me think, we have members in many different locations in and around Middletown.
Might it not be a good idea to have a carpool database in order to help people get to church especially
when the weather is bad? Would someone be willing to take the lead on this project and find parishioners
who would be willing to help others who live in their area get to church when the weather is bad?
Thanks. ~Tim Powers

3rd Annual Grace Church Tricky Tray
Save the date - our annual Tricky Tray will be on Saturday May 16. This event has been a very successful
fundraiser in the past two years. We need everyone's help to make the 2015 Tricky Tray the best one
yet! Our first planning meeting will be on Sunday, March 15, after the 10:30 Mass. If you are interested
in working on the event or have ideas to share, please join us.
Everyone can help in some way and it's not too soon to begin making theme baskets. It's clearance season and sales provide great basket items at a very low cost. We will soon share a list of basket themes,
but encourage you to design your own unique, themed baskets. Parishioners have been very creative
with baskets, which received rave reviews from Tricky Tray guests and keep them coming back. We also
need help soliciting donations from local businesses. Restaurant, movie, bowling, salon or oil change gift
certificates make great prizes!
If you have any questions or would like to learn more about how you can help with this event, please join
us on March 15 or see a committee member: Meg Catizone, Sue Scott, Claire Newquist, Chris Parella &
Anne Caldwell

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we are glad you’ve joined us for
services, whether you are passing through or are new to the area and seeking a church home. Regardless
of your reasons for being here today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor
log book in the front of the church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection
plate. Thank-you and Welcome!

N

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on March 19th from
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited
to attend!

ame that Baby needs your contributions!! Please give photos to
Kathryn Parker and answer the following
questions, which can be sent by email to
kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children

Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

To read the highlights of the December 18,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the November 20,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.

Please submit your questions for our
column “Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if
you are wondering about something,
chances are others are as well. You can
submit directly to Fr. John at
gracemdt@warwick.net or send your question to

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Meg Catizone mcatizone62@gmail.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

