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“. . . at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth
and under the earth.”

Sunday April 13th
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY
CHALICE

APRIL 13, 2014
MAISONET, BETH

2ND CHALICE

BOYER, CARLA

ACOLYTE

BOYER, CARLA

O.T. LECTOR

MAISONET, BETH

N.T. LECTOR

BOYER, CARLA

INTERCESSOR

DENISCO, LISA

USHER

LICHWICK, GAIL

USHER

DENISCO, LISA

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

“When I despair, I remember that all
through history, the way of truth and
love has always won. There have been
murderers and tyrants, and for a time
they can seem invincible. But in the
end they always fall. Think of it, always.” -Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

SUBDEACON

NEWQUIST, CLAIRE

M.C.

SCOTT, RICK

THURIFER

BROKAW, DAVID

CRUCIFER

HIGGINS, ANDREW

ACOLYTE 1

PRESLEY, MARLENE

ACOLYTE 2

VAUGHAN, LENORA

O.T. LECTOR

NEWQUIST, CLAIRE

N.T. LECTOR

SCOTT, RICK

INTERCESSOR

BARRETT, JOSEPH

USHER

BARRETT, JOSEPH

USHER

BARRETT, EILEEN

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html

Lenten Schedule
Fridays in Lent

Stations of the Cross at 6:30 p.m. followed by Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament at 7:00 p.m.

Holy Week At Grace
Palm Sunday

April 13th

8:00 am

Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist

10:30 am

Liturgy of the Palms, Procession and Holy Eucharist

Wednesday in Holy Week
10:00 am

Healing Mass

Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm

April 16th

April 17th
Holy Eucharist, Procession to the Altar of Repose, Stripping of the Altar
Vigil before the Altar of Repose throughout the night - signup outside the
Church Office

Good Friday

April 18th

12:00 pm

The Three Hours (presented by the Middletown Interfaith Council)

7:00 pm

Veneration of the Cross, Mass of the Pre-Santicified

Holy Saturday

April 19th

9:00 am

Liturgy of the Word and Prayers

8:00 pm

The Great Vigil of Easter

The Feast of the Resurrection: Easter Day

April 20th

8:00 am

Sung Eucharist (Rite I)

9:45 am

Easter Egg Hunt and the Flowering of the Cross

10:30 am

Holy Eucharist (Rite II)

Lenten Quiet Day
On Saturday April 5th, Grace Church hosted a Lenten Quiet Day. As you all know, during Lent we focus on
Our Lord’s Passion, his death on the Cross, but chiefly the joy of the Resurrection. At our Lenten Quiet
Day, we focused on the practicalities and the spirituality of facing our own mortality.
Our day began with a Morning Prayer service, led by Tim. Morning Prayer was followed by an introduction to the day ahead and then, before we entered into our period of silent reflection, Tim instructed us
“to prayerfully consider what we want as we cross into larger life.” To think about what it is we want
when we come to the end of our lives, and to bring God into the discussion.
During the silent reflection period (scheduled to last about an hour and a half) the ten of us (eleven including Tim) went off on our own to pray, think, meditate, read material, whatever. Some remained in the silence of the board room while others the silence of the Church. It really was quiet, all of us together, yet
alone with our thoughts. Quietly considering what it is we want as our time on this earth draws near an
end. Do we want an Advance Care Directive? If we cannot make our own health care decisions, who will
we choose to carry our wishes (detailed in the Advance Directive)? What about a Health Care Proxy? Durable Power of Attorney? Do Not Resuscitate orders? These and other issues were all on the minds of
those at the Quiet Day. Consideration of all of these issues, and more, are a necessary first step before we
can begin the conversation with our loved ones. With all this to think about, the silent reflection time
went quickly.
We met again as a group and shared our feelings and thoughts for a while. Our day ended with a celebration of the Eucharist offered by Father John. This small intimate Eucharist was a very new experience for
me and it was one that I will remember for a long time. We prayed and then gathered in a circle around
the altar for the Breaking of the Bread. We received Communion from Father John as we stood around
the altar that afternoon, and I’m struggling to put into words how close I felt to everybody there. I imagine that we all felt the same way.
One of the prayers we recited during the Morning Prayer service at the start of our day spoke to a core belief of Christianity, “you promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three (or eleven as we
were) are gathered together in his name, you will be in the midst of them. . .” It struck me how we were
just such a group and how we all experienced God, each in our own way, that day. ~Joe Barrett

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

From the Archives
Below is a copy of the first letter sent by Father John to Grace Church. As you will read, it was written as
he drove across country on his way to become our Rector. ~Joe Barrett

Second Annual Grace Church Tricky Tray
Saturday May 17
We are pleased to see so many people signing up to make and donate theme baskets for the Tricky Tray
event in May. The sign-up sheet is in the Boardroom. On the sign-up sheet, you can also let us know if
you are available to help with set-up, assist during the event and / or help with clean-up. Our goal is 150
baskets and special items, so everyone's help is needed and very much appreciated.
We are also accepting donations of the following:
- Monetary donations - we will purchase items and make a basket for you
- Items which can be used to make baskets (new or like new gift items, something you would
re-gift)
- Tickets to a show, game, concert, time share, etc.
- Gift cards & certificates - any amount is appreciated
- Baked goods for our bake sale or donations toward purchasing food to sell at the event
We also need help soliciting donations. Do you know someone who owns or manages a local business,
who would donate a service or product(s) i.e. salon, service station, bakery, Info./Tech, etc.? Do you frequent a local restaurant you might ask to donate dinner for two?
We are especially looking for an iPad, a 40+ inch, flat screen TV and any large prize that may draw people
to the event.
However, many smaller donations are needed to make our Tricky Tray a success.
It would be helpful to know as soon as possible what you can contribute, so please sign-up or speak with
Sue Scott, Claire Newquist, Meg Catizone, Chris Parella or Anne Caldwell - The Tricky Tray Committee

Grace Church
Calendar

Click Here

ICE CRYSTALS
by
Diana Carolyn Ice
“I--yes, I alone--will blot out your sins for my own sake and will never think of them again.” -- Isaiah 43:25 (NLT)
Sinfulness is not a popular topic today, but we cannot read very far in the Bible before we run
across it, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23 NASB)
I once met a man who claimed he had never broken any of God’s laws, but if we are honest, most
of us will admit we mess up on a fairly regular basis, especially if we read past “fall short” and reach the
words: “the glory of God.”
But if we know we have fallen, we also know that Jesus died for us and that His Resurrection
promises us the renewal of Easter. “Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning.” (Lam. 3:23 NLT)
Traditionally Lent has been a time for reflection about the ways we fail in our Christian walk, a
chance to confess our sins to God and to resolve to do better with His help.
Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10 KJV) And St. Paul amplified this when he said, “Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2 Cor. 5:17 NLT)
Of course, many of us, probably all of us from time to time, forget this and continue to act as if our
cups are empty instead of running over with the Lord’s blessings. I love E. Stanley Jones’ anecdote about
the man he knew who claimed his spiritual cup had been filled twenty years before and that he had never lost a drop. Another man on hearing this remarked, “Then by this time there must be wiggle-tails in
it.”
Forgiveness leads to freedom. “Christ hath made us free.” (Gal.5:1 KJV). With Easter around the
corner, we need to think, speak, and act like it, letting God’s blessings flow into us and through us to others, lest we become like the Dead Sea or hatch wiggle-tails in our souls.

Thank you to the Spring Cleaning Crew for
the Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen face
lift! After a snowy winter there was a lot of
work needed. The crew worked 16 hours to
scrub and polish all woodwork in the dining
room, cleaned the stairs (3 times!) from top
to bottom, cleaned and polished all woodwork in the stairwell, deep cleaned the appliances and floors in the kitchen and prep
area. The crew enjoyed a cleaning pizza
party after the work. ~Phyllis Guardino
Pictured from left to right: Smokey, Mary Ann, Gerald (back row),
Star, Scrubby and Diane. Not pictured: Ray, June-Bug, and Phyllis.

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or
are new to the area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the
front of the church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection
plate.
ame that Baby needs your conThank-you and Welcome!
tributions!! Please give photos

N

to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on April 17th from 7:30
pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to

Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

attend!

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

To read the highlights of the February 20,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.

Please submit your questions for our column
“Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if you are wondering about something, chances are others
are as well. You can submit directly to Fr.
John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your
question to Kathryn or Joe.

To read the highlights of the January 16,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Damian Baker dbakerman@yahoo.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco mdenisco@hvc.rr.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Timothy Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Christy Silvels gigglelips@yahoo.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

