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“See what love the
Father has given us,
that we should be
called children of
God”

Sunday April 19th
Third Sunday Of Easter
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“God loves each of us as if
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Saint Augustine
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html

More Photographs From Easter Sunday

Ice Crystals
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” -- Matt. 4:7
Our sense of individualism, of entitlement, of self-will, is very strong. God made us this way.
He didn’t want a bunch of robots, a bunch of yes-men and yes-women. God prizes the willing servant
over the dispirited slave. Our instinct for survival and for self-preservation is inherent in our bones.
But it often makes it difficult for us to obey, to trust, to give ourselves to God when rebelliousness and

selfishness are part of who we are, of what we are, and we find it is much harder to surrender than to
resist.
To surrender, we must trust Him.
And then we find there is a fine line between trusting God and tempting God, between believing in Him and putting Him to the test.
The actions of one who trusts God and the one who tempts God may look the same. Both appear to be stepping out in faith. But there is an insubordinate challenge latent in the tempter.
The father who asked Jesus to heal his son said, “If you can do anything.” That shows the bor-

derline between the two, and Jesus’ response, “If I can?” points it out. The father saw it at once and
cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!”
Likewise, Jesus’ trusting prayer when multiplying the loaves and fishes stands in stark contrast
to Satan’s sneering challenge for Jesus to turn the stones to bread. There is no question that Jesus
could have changed the stones to bread just as He heard His Mother’s request and turned the water
into wine, but Satan’s demand will go unfulfilled.
Even so, we must be careful that our requests be petitions rather than demands. People used
to couch prayers in fancy language, beseeching God’s mercy before asking for anything. We don’t do
that anymore. The words are foreign not only to our lips, but also to our minds. Beseech? Beg?

We’re too--what? Too proud for that? Those are desperate words and thoughts reserved for desperate situations.
We barely remember to say “Thank you, Lord,” let alone “Please.”
But if we challenge God to answer our prayers rather than submitting to His will, we are exhibiting a lack of belief, a lack of trust in Him. And tempting God never ends well for us.
He loves us. He will take care of us. Always.

Ask Father John
Hi Fr. John,
I couldn't help but notice that the colors on the altar changed several times during Lent and especially in
the days leading up to Easter. Could you please explain the meaning or significance of the different colors
used during Lent?
Thanks,
Joe Barrett

The liturgical color for the Season of Lent is purple.
The color for Holy Week, Palm Sunday through Holy Saturday, is red (exceptions to follow). Purple signifies
penitence and red signifies martyrdom. Purple is also used during Advent (some parishes use blue) and red
is also used to signify the Holy Spirit (Feast of Pentecost, Confirmations, Ordinations).
That being said, white may be used on Maundy Thursday to celebrate the Institution of the Eucharist.
White signifies light, joy, hope, Baptism, Resurrection, the Communion of Saints, etc. and is used for most
major feast days of the church year. After the stripping of the altar on Maundy Thursday, the cross is
draped in black in anticipation of Good Friday. It remains draped in black until the Easter Vigil. Black of
course is the traditional color of mourning. ~Fr. John

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Sunday May 10th. There will be only one
Mass at 9:00 am that day. The meeting will
be held in the Church following Mass.

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 Sunday Mass live.
No matter where you are you can
join us in worship.
Just click here!

We are looking to update the photographs
of Grace Parishioners
which are posted in the
Parish House lobby. Please bring in
a current favorite photograph or
look for our friendly photographer
after each Sunday Mass during
coffee hour. Smile!

Church School Schedule
April:
19th - Classes
26th - Classes

May:
3rd - Children’s Sunday

Tricky Tray Announcement
Sue Scott and I will begin to make baskets
for the Tricky Tray soon. We are in need of
large baskets in good condition. If you have
any to donate please either call Sue or I, or
you can drop them by Church with a note
that they are for us to use. Thank you in advance for your assistance. ~Claire Newquist

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while
supporting Grace Church!

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or
are new to the area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the
front of the church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection
plate.
ame that Baby needs your conThank-you and Welcome!
tributions!! Please give photos

N

to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on May 21st from 7:30
pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to
attend!

Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

To read the highlights of the February 19,
2015 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the January 2015
Vestry meeting, click here.

Please submit your questions for our column
“Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if you are wondering about something, chances are others
are as well. You can submit directly to Fr.
John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your
question to Kathryn or Joe.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

