
 

9:00 AM  MAY 4, 2014 

SUBDEACON POWERS, TIM 

M.C. SCOTT, RICK 

THURIFER BOYER, CARLA 

CRUCIFER FAIN, CLOE  

ACOLYTE 1 PRESLEY, MARLENE 

ACOLYTE 2 GUARDINO, LILLY 

O.T. LECTOR SCOTT, RICK 

N.T. LECTOR SAUNDERS, MIKE 

INTERCESSOR BARRETT, JOSEPH 

USHER BARRETT, JOSEPH 

USHER BARRETT, EILEEN 

Sunday May 4th 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html 

May 4, 2014 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“The two most important days 

in your life are the day you 

are born and the day you find 

out why.” 

 
Mark Twain 

“When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and 

gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized 

him.” Due to the Annual Meeting of Grace Church, 

there will be only one Mass this Sunday 

starting at 9:00 AM.  The Annual Meeting will 

begin after this Mass. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html


 

Blue Jeans Sunday 
Last Sunday was “blue jeans Sunday” when, after 10:30 Mass, a group of volunteers (dressed in jeans of 
course) headed down the Parish Hall basement after coffee hour and organized the items collected so far 
for this summer’s Tag Sale.  ~Joe Barrett 

Tag Sale News 

This past Sunday, many hands made for light work.  The rooms for the 
tag sale items were cleaned out and we are ready to take all of your un-
wanted sell-able items.  If you would like to donate to our tag sale, 
please bring your items to Church and place them in the basement hall-
way outside the music rooms.  The items will remain in the hallway until 
they are priced by the tag sale volunteers.  If you need help getting items 
to Church, down the stairs or if you have any 
questions, please let me know.  ~Eileen Barrett 



 
Gravedigger 

Another Lent has come and gone.  We began this Lenten Season as we Christians have begun all others, 
with a reminder of our mortality on Ash Wednesday.  During Lent, we reflect on Christ’s life and death, 
which inevitably leads to reflection on our own life and death.  The closer I get to the end of this earthly 
existence, the more I think about my own life and eventual death.  And, I know I’m not alone in this re-
flection, after all, we all have to get off this ride sometime.  When we die, we know that we will be join-
ing those that have gone before us into everlasting life.  But, we can only imagine what form the next life 
will take.  We know there is something but we truly don’t know what it will be like, what it will look like.  
Yet, Christians throughout the centuries have created images of the next life.   

Artists regularly depict the afterlife with earthly images; angels with human form, clouds, flames, pleas-
ure and pain, the pearly gates.  Ancient people buried food, weapons and other earthly possessions with 
the deceased person to carry to the afterlife.  Since we do not know what the next life is like, why do we 
choose such imagery?  I can’t speak for everybody but I believe we do because it is, quite frankly, com-
forting.  The thought that after we die we are still linked to this world comforts us.  These images may be 
accurate, and then again, maybe not.   

When it comes to imagery painted with words, I especially enjoy a song by Dave Matthews.  In 
“Gravedigger”, Dave sings of death, and life.  He paints a picture with his words that I enjoy.  In the re-
frain of the song he sings “Gravedigger, when you dig my grave, could you make it shallow, so that I can 
feel the rain.”  I cannot explain exactly why, but I enjoy the image even though I know I won’t (feel the 
rain).    

When I was a teenager I remember calculating my age when we changed centuries.  Wow, when the year 
2000 comes, I’ll be 43 years old.  It seemed ages away...and now it’s in the past.  What has changed be-
sides the passage of time?  My outlook and perspective, that’s what.  I’m certainly older, potentially wis-
er (maybe not), and closer to the end of this life.  Dave Matthews opens Gravedigger with these lyrics; 
“Cyrus Jones 1810 to 1913, made his great grandchildren believe you could live to one hundred and 
three.  One hundred and three is forever when you’re just a little kid, so Cyrus Jones lived forever.”  In 
these few sentences, Dave Matthews captures the essence of our perspective on life.  One hundred and 
three does seem forever to a child but when you’re one hundred and two its right around the corner. 

According to the Buddhist way of thinking, death, far from being a subject to be shunned and avoided, is 
the key that unlocks the seeming mystery of life. It is by understanding death that we understand life; for 
death is part of the process of life.  We tried to capture this thought, this outlook, in our Lenten Quiet 
Day, a time when those who attended reflected on our inevitable death, and thereby our life.  And this is 
what the whole Season of Lent is about.  ~Joe Barrett 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when pre-

paring your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   



 

Tricky Tray  
Saturday May 17 

The second annual Tricky Tray event is right around the corner, just two weeks 
from Saturday.  Theme baskets have begun to come in and people are signing up 
to make baskets and help at the event.  We need everyone's help to make this 
year's Tricky Tray even more successful than last year.  Letters are being sent to 
encourage participation in whatever way works for you.  
Ways you can participate: 

 Make a theme basket or two - be creative or use an idea from our list  - our 
goal is 150 baskets /prizes 

 Solicit donations from area businesses - letters requesting donations and forms are available on the 
table in the boardroom or from Phyllis  

 Donate cash towards baskets or other event expenses  

 Donate new or like-new items for baskets or as stand-alone prizes 

 Donate baked goods for the bake sale 

 Donate event tickets, gift cards, movie passes, a time share or anything people will be excited to win  

 Attend the event and invite family, friends, co-workers, etc.  

 Help with set-up on 5/16 or clean-up on 5/17 

 Help with the bake sale or refreshment sales at the event  

 Place flyers (available on the Tricky Try table in the boardroom) at your place of business, club, favor-
ite stores, etc.  

Please sign up on the form in the boardroom and 
let a committee member know as soon as possible 
what you can donate.  Please bring baskets in as 
soon as possible.  We would like to have all bas-
kets by Sunday 5/12.  If you plan to bring in some-
thing after that date, please let us know. We are 
happy to assist, if you need help wrapping your 
basket.  We are looking forward to another suc-
cessful event to support Grace Church and our im-
portant ministries! 

~The Tricky Tray Committee:  Sue Scott, Claire Newquist, 

Chris Parrella and Anne Caldwell  

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   Click HereClick HereClick Here   

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

To download and print a race application, click here. 

5K Fun Run/Walk 

As the director of the Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen, I was recently invit-
ed to attend the Deacons’  Meeting of the Otisville Mount Hope Presbyterian 
Church (OMHPC).  I talked about The Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen, the 
most visible outreach mission of Grace Church in our community.  The Dea-
cons of OMHPC believe in the work that the soup kitchen does in the commu-
nity and, I am glad to say, are sponsoring their second annual 5K Fun Run/
Walk on Sunday, May 18, 2014, to benefit our  program.  There are registra-
tion forms and information forms printed at the church and a link to the regis-
tration form in this newsletter.  The registration is $25.00 and ALL profit goes 

to the soup kitchen.  Donations are also accepted. 

Please consider signing up and walking (or running if you really want to) with us.  We have a number of 
Guild of St. Margaret T-shirts available at no charge to church members who sign up for the fun run/walk 
which will be available on a first come, first served, basis, so sign up early! 

The event begins at 8:00 am at the OMHPC Church on Main Street in Otisville.  Because of the early start 
time you could even get your walk or run in, have your complimentary sandwich, and still make it to the 
church for the 10:30 Mass (again, if you really want to).  It will be a lot of fun and a great way for our 
church to support the fundraising efforts of the Otisville Mount Hope Presbyterian Church to benefit our 
soup kitchen.  ~Phyllis Guardino 

 

Adult Education 

Beginning on May 11, and continuing on May 18 and 25, there will be a se-
ries of adult education sessions on the Gospel of John.  The Fourth Gospel is 
often read during the current lectionary cycle, particularly during the Easter 
Season.  It is often somewhat difficult to understand and some of the say-
ings can sound a bit bizarre.  We’ll try to get through some of the thick lan-
guage of this mystical Gospel to get a picture of the community for which 
John was writing, and what their vision of Jesus was.  There is no required 
reading, but I’m going to use some material from the book The Fourth Gos-

pel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic by John Shelby Spong, the retired bishop of Newark.  Come to one session or 
all sessions as your schedule permits.   ~Tim Powers 

Blood Drive 
There will be a blood drive dedicated in honor of area resident Dave Napolitano, a friend of 
Dave Catizone. 

When:  Tuesday May 20th  3 PM to 7 PM 

Where:  Middletown Elks Lodge #1097, 48 Prospect Street, Middletown 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfM2xkMENQM0syaDg/edit?usp=sharing


 



 



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the 
front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection 
plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on April 24th from 7:30 

pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

 To read the highlights of the March 20, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here. 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                 John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Damian Baker dbakerman@yahoo.com                    Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco  mdenisco@hvc.rr.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Timothy Powers tmp617@gmail.com                      Christy Silvels gigglelips@yahoo.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the February 20, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here. 

N ame that Baby needs your con-

tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-

lowing questions, which can be sent 

by email to  kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth             Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies            Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 

   you that we may not know.  

Please submit your questions for our column 

“Ask Fr. John.”  Remember, if you are won-

dering about something, chances are others 

are as well.  You can submit directly to Fr. 

John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your 

question to Kathryn or Joe.    
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