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“Come to him, a living
stone, though rejected
by mortals, yet chosen
and precious in God's
sight.”

Sunday May 18th
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“When spring came, even the false
spring, there were no problems except
where to be happiest. The only thing
that could spoil a day was people and if
you could keep from making engagements, each day had no limits. People
were always the limiters of happiness
except for the very few that were as good
as spring itself.”
― Ernest Hemingway, A Moveable Feast
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Barrett, Joe
NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html

ICE CRYSTALS
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
“Grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear.”—Luke

1:74 (NKJV)
Have you ever stopped to think how blessed we really are to be able to worship here at Grace? We come
week after week, and I wonder how often we think of the freedom we have to attend the church of our
choice in safety.
When we wake up Sunday morning, I doubt it is usually our first thought to wonder if the church is still
standing. Or as we’re coming to Grace, and first see the steeple, to think “Oh, good, the church is still
there!” We’ve had crazy people in this country who burned churches down, but in other countries, like
China, Christian churches are torn down overnight on the orders of the government authorities.
During the service, I’ve never worried that storm troopers might burst in at any moment with guns blazing. If there is a loud knocking at our door, it’s probably the bishop coming to visit us.
If we see someone new in church writing something down, we assume they’re probably writing a check for
the offering or filling out a pew card. We don’t fear they are taking our names down so we can be arrested
by the secret police. But that happens in some places.
We read about Christians elsewhere in the world and what they go through to gather and pray, fearfully
hiding in someone’s home, disguising their Bibles, and whispering their hymns lest they be found and
killed.
What we have is so very precious. Let us not forget our Christian brothers and sisters who are persecuted
for doing that which we take for granted every Sunday.

K

now of a student who is graduating or moving
up? If so, please contact either Joe Barrett or
Kathryn Parker. Send us a picture and some information for the Epistle.

Grace Church
Calendar

Click Here

Thank you. Joe Barrett
Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett
jbar1021@gmail.com

Blood Drive
There will be a blood drive dedicated in honor of area resident Dave Napolitano, a friend of
Dave Catizone.
When: Tuesday May 20th 3 PM to 7 PM
Where: Middletown Elks Lodge #1097, 48 Prospect Street, Middletown

Adult Education
Beginning on May 11, and continuing on May 18 and 25, there will be
a series of adult education sessions
on the Gospel of John immediately
following coffee hour. The Fourth
Gospel is often read during the current lectionary cycle, particularly
during the Easter Season. It is
often somewhat difficult to understand and some of the sayings can sound a bit bizarre. We’ll try to get through some of
the thick language of this mystical Gospel to get a picture of
the community for which John was writing, and what their
vision of Jesus was. There is no required reading, but I’m
going to use some material from the book The Fourth Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic by John Shelby Spong, the retired bishop of Newark. Come to one session or all sessions
as your schedule permits. ~Tim Powers

Due to the forecast of
inclement weather,
the mulching around
the Churchyard scheduled for today, May
16th, has been
cancelled.

Fr. John blesses the latest prayer shawls and commissions the new and
returning vestry members, Senior Warden, and Clerk.

Tricky Tray
Saturday May 17
The second annual Tricky Tray event is here. Theme baskets have been dropped
off and volunteers are ready. We still need everyone's help to make this year's
Tricky Tray even more successful than last year. It is still not too late to help and
participate, in whatever way works for you.

Ways you can participate:


Donate cash towards baskets or other event expenses



Donate baked goods for the bake sale



Attend the event and invite family, friends, co-workers, etc.



Help with set-up on 5/16 or clean-up on 5/17



Help with the bake sale or refreshment sales at the event



Post the event info and /or flyer on Facebook and other Social Media and encourage friends to share
with their contacts



Place flyers (available on the Tricky Try table in the boardroom) at your place of business, club, favorite stores, etc.

Please sign up on the form in the boardroom and let a
committee member know as soon as possible what you
can do to help. Please bring baskets in as soon as possible. We would like to have all baskets by Sunday
5/12. If you plan to bring in something after that date,
please let us know. We are happy to assist, if you need
help wrapping your basket. We are looking forward to
another successful event to support Grace Church and
our important ministries!
~The Tricky Tray Committee: Sue Scott, Claire Newquist,
Chris Parrella and Anne Caldwell

5K Fun Run/Walk
As the director of the Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen, I was recently invited to attend the Deacons’ Meeting of the Otisville Mount Hope Presbyterian
Church (OMHPC). I talked about The Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen, the
most visible outreach mission of Grace Church in our community. The Deacons of OMHPC believe in the work that the soup kitchen does in the community and, I am glad to say, are sponsoring their second annual 5K Fun Run/
Walk on Sunday, May 18, 2014, to benefit our program. There are registration forms and information forms printed at the church and a link to the registration form in this newsletter. The registration is $25.00 and ALL profit goes to the soup kitchen. Donations are also accepted.
Please consider signing up and walking (or running if you really want to) with us. We have a number of
Guild of St. Margaret T-shirts available at no charge to church members who sign up for the fun run/walk
which will be available on a first come, first served basis, so sign up early!
The event begins at 8:00 am at the OMHPC Church on Main Street in Otisville. Because of the early start
time you could even get your walk or run in, have your complimentary sandwich, and still make it to the
church for the 10:30 Mass (again, if you really want to). It will be a lot of fun and a great way for our
church to support the fundraising efforts of the Otisville Mount Hope Presbyterian Church to benefit our
soup kitchen. ~Phyllis Guardino
To download and print a race application, click here.

I am interested in creating a listing of our Grace members who have served or are
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. Please click the link below to contact me with
your information. If you do not have email access please contact the Church
office at 845-343-6101
Joe Barrett (click here)

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

N

ame that Baby needs your contributions!! Please give photos
to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com
Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the
area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the
church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on April 24th from 7:30
pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to
attend!
To read the highlights of the March 20,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.

Please submit your questions for our column
“Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if you are wondering about something, chances are others
are as well. You can submit directly to Fr.
John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your
question to Kathryn or Joe.

To read the highlights of the February 20,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.
Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco mdenisco@hvc.rr.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

