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"When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will
guide you into all the
truth.”

Sunday May 24th
DAY OF PENTECOST
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MAY 24, 2015
KATHY HAMILTON
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“Although we have been made to
believe that if we let go we will end
up with nothing, life reveals just
the opposite: that letting go is the
real path to freedom.”
Sogyal Rinpoche
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TIM POWERS
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html

Ice Crystals
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. -- John 1:1
So we believe that God, who is Spirit, is manifested in the flesh in Jesus Christ, who told Philip,
when he asked to be shown the Father, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9)
Earlier, while teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. . . . He who eats
my flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. . . . He who eats my
flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him.” (John 6:48, 54, 56)
“Many of His disciples, when they heard it, said, ‘This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?’” (John
6:60)
It is a hard saying, but we understand this to be fulfilled when we share in the Sacrament of the
Eucharist, which the early Christian theologian Origen called “the rite of mysteries.”
In addition to the Eucharist, there is another sense in which we receive Christ, and that is when we
hear or read Scripture. As the Collect for the second Sunday in Advent used to say: “Blessed Lord, who
hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant that we may in such wise hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of Thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which Thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.” (1928 BCP)
When we understand and accept Scripture and make it part of our mindset, so that what we read
affects not merely our attitudes, but our behavior, as well, allowing it to penetrate and permeate our lives
--our thoughts, our prayers, our speech, and our actions--we are “inwardly digesting” the Scriptures.
As Origen wrote in his Homilies on Numbers, “We are said to drink the blood of Christ not only
when we receive it according to the rite of the mysteries, but also when we receive
His words, in which life dwells, as He said Himself: ‘The words that I have spoken to
you are spirit and life.’” (John 6:63)

Have a blessed
and safe
Memorial Day!
Adult Education - Preparing To Study Scripture
The two week class, which I'm calling "Preparing to Study Scripture," will begin on May 17
(there is one 9am service, so we will start around 11ish), and will conclude on May 24 after
the 10:30 Eucharist (so a start time of around 12:15). Both classes will last about an hour
(maybe a little more), and I want to stress that both are stand-alone and neither is necessary to complete
the first course of scripture studies that will begin in September with the book of Exodus. We will look at
things like scripture translations, academic approaches to scripture and spiritual considerations when approaching scripture. The first set of classes in September will start with Exodus, and we'll talk this time
about why we would start with the second book of the Bible and not the first. ~Tim Powers

Our Annual Tricky Tray Fundraiser Was Held On Saturday May 16
As with all
functions, it
takes volunteers to make
a successful
event. Thank
you to all who
contributed
with labor,
baskets, monetary donations and
baked goods.
The set up
began on Friday. By the
end of the
day, beautiful
baskets and
brightly colored ticket
pails awaited
our Saturday
guests.

Church School Schedule
May:
24th - Memorial Day - no class
31st - Class - making Father's Day cards

June:
7th - Children’s Sunday

Spring is finally here!!!
Time to get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather. But, when the weather is not so beautiful,
you can clean out your closets, basements and attics! What can you do with all that unwanted
stuff?? You can bring it to Church for us to sell in our annual tag sale!
We accept all items EXCEPT electronic devices. Please bring in your unwanted items and leave
them in the hallway in the basement, outside the arts & crafts room. Deadline for drop-offs is
August 1st.
If anyone has any questions, please see myself, Mark Strunsky or Cindy Johnson.
Happy cleaning! ~Eileen Barrett

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.
Just click here!

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while
supporting Grace Church!

Junior Warden’s Report to the 170th Annual Meeting of Grace Church
My final weeks as Junior Warden had me reflecting on my time at Grace Church. I am glad to report that most signs point to a healthy and vibrant spiritual community. Our strong liturgy, rich music
program and compassionate outreach ministry are reasons for the continued success of our parish. But
perhaps another overlooked factor has been our ability to embrace change without disregarding our traditions and history.
We were an understanding and accepting place of worship, long before the rest of the nation began to realize that these concepts should be applied to all. And still we were able to maintain the same
Anglo-Catholic sensibilities. We have incorporated webpages, live steaming and social media as means to
facilitate outreach and worship without abandoning the ideals of a church with 160 plus years of history. One only has to look at the composition of our vestry to see that Grace church welcomes the input of
its newer members while valuing the experience of those who have been with us for years. This approach has nurtured a diverse and caring congregation that honors its long established traditions and liturgy.
This is not to say that we don't face serious challenges. This beautiful old church is in constant
need of repair. Buildings and Grounds and the Vestry are always looking for ways to fund these repairs. Our congregation is in need of young families, a particularly difficult challenge as much of today’s
society has turned its back on the importance of a spiritual life. With forward thinking and an eye toward
our history, I believe that Grace Church will continue to flourish in a meaningful way for years to come.
Respectfully Submitted
John Cusack
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Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or
are new to the area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the
front of the church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection
plate.
ame that Baby needs your conThank-you and Welcome!
tributions!! Please give photos

N

to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on May 21st from 7:30
pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to

Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

attend!
To read the highlights of the February 19,
2015 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the March 19,
2015 Vestry meeting, click here.

Please submit your questions for our column
“Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if you are wondering about something, chances are others
are as well. You can submit directly to Fr.
John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your
question to Kathryn or Joe.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

