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“If you are reviled
for the name of
Christ, you are
blessed”

Sunday June 1st
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
CHALICE

JUNE 1, 2014
HAMILTON, KATHY

2ND CHALICE

NEWQUIST, CLAIRE

ACOLYTE

NEWQUIST, CLAIRE

O.T. LECTOR

NEWQUIST, CLAIRE

N.T. LECTOR

BAILEY, BEVERLY

INTERCESSOR

DENISCO, LISA

USHER

DENISCO, LISA

USHER

BAILEY, KAROL

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

“For age is opportunity no less
Than youth itself, though in another
dress
And as the evening twilight fades
away
The sky is filled with stars, invisible
by day”
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

SUBDEACON

GUARDINO, TORRY

M.C.

SCOTT, RICK

THURIFER

BROKAW, DAVID

CRUCIFER

CUSACK, CAROLANNE

ACOLYTE 1

GUARDINO, LILLY

ACOLYTE 2

PRESLEY, MARLENE

O.T. LECTOR

GUARDINO, TORRY

N.T. LECTOR

SCOTT, RICK

INTERCESSOR

STRUNSKY, MARK

USHER

STRUNSKY, MARK

USHER

RUSHEY, VIRGINIA

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
BARRETT, JOE
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html

Meet Our New Vestry Members
Meet Allison McLean:
Father John, fellow vestry members, and the congregation, thank you for selecting me
to serve as a member of the vestry.
My name is Allison McLean. I was born in Guyana, South America, and lived there for
sixteen years. I've lived in Middletown for thirteen years, am the proud mother of a
daughter, Erica, and work as a Special Education teacher.
My parents were not members of organized religion, but believed in God. Through
divine guidance, my selected godparents were members of the Anglican Church. One
of my godmothers, Nenny as I would call her, and Mrs. Wren to other people, was a
member of the Ladies Auxiliary, and a hands-on god-mother. I was a constant visitor
in her home, which happens to be obliquely across the street from the Anglican
Church. She made sure that I was involved with cleaning and decorating the church on Saturdays,
attending Mass on Sundays, and Confirmation classes when it was my time.
After Nenny moved to Miami, I participated in many organized religions - Hinduism, Islam, and Africanes,
until I became a baptized Seventh-Day Adventist. Despite my conversion, I still felt a deep disconnect to
my new-found religion, and after a while, stopped participating in any form of organized religion.
When my family and I immigrated to the United States of America, I made a commitment to reconnect to
my "religious roots." This process took a while because college, family, and career seemed more important. After traveling many paths, I found my way back to the Anglican (Episcopal) Church. I attended
Mass at St. Stephens in Yonkers, was a member of Trinity Episcopal Church of Morrisania, and am now a
member of Grace Episcopal Church.
The members of Grace Episcopal Church embody the spirit of community and diversity, have helped me
bridge a connection to my childhood, and have helped solidified my Christian faith. I'm truly grateful.

Meet Ade Oluwasusi:
I was born, baptized and raised
as an Anglican child in Nigeria. I
attended Anglican Elementary
and Secondary School in Nigeria
and was confirmed by the Anglican Diocesan Bishop in 1969.
My family and I moved from
Bronx to Middletown in September, 2000. I was drawn to Grace Church being
the nearest Anglican Communion to my residence.
What I like the most about the Church is the spirit of
cooperation among officers of the church.
I’ve been married to my wife, Theresa, for about 28
years. We have two children who are adults and our
primary place of residence is Middletown. We
adopted a dog named Tina in September, 2004. Tina
is also part of the family.
I am a practicing attorney based in Bronx, New York.
Thank you,
Ade

Meet Andrew Higgins:
I was raised Roman Catholic and
grew up in Middletown. I'm the
youngest of five and all of us live
within 15 miles of the home in
Scotchtown where we were
raised and where my parents
still live.
I first came to Grace after Lorrane's mother passed away about 10 years ago. It
was a very welcoming place and Fr. John was extremely gracious with the planning of her memorial
service. I remember being very impressed at the
time that a rector would put in so much extra effort
for a person who was not a member of the congregation. It wasn't too much longer after then that
we were attending Mass regularly.
Lorrane and I have been married for 12 years and
were blessed in January of 2012 with birth of Bridget Grace. After having struggled with being unable to have children for about 5 years, we had given up and resigned ourselves (Continued on next page)

(Andrew Higgins continued) to being content with what

God had already blessed us with. A few months
later we found out that Lorrane was pregnant. Not
only did she have a very good pregnancy, but Bridget was born happy, healthy, and very alert. We
thank God for her every day.
I am currently the plant manager of Balchem Slate
Hill, a manufacturer of microencapsulated ingredients for the food, beverage, and nutriceutical industries. Prior to this assignment I managed the Balchem plant in Salt Lake City for about 18 months,
overseeing a site that manufacturers specialty ingredients for the animal nutrition industry. Prior to
this, the majority of my professional career was
spent in purchasing/procurement.
Our 2014 Vestry Members

N

ame that Baby needs your contributions!! Please give photos
to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com
Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know.

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Early Arrivals’ Applause Drowns Out Organ Before Mass on Memorial
Sunday
Those who arrived early enough to hear the organ prelude on Sunday, 5/25, probably noticed something
unusual. About thirty seconds after beginning, the organ fell silent. No, there was not any spontaneous
applause issuing forth from the euphoric throng, but there was enough sound of a non-musical nature to
be unsettling, not only to the organist, but also to the handful of people getting ready for Mass in a prayerful manner.
There are many ways to prepare to experience the Holy in a community setting. There is no right way.
For example, one wonderful way is to greet each other and catch up a bit on what has happened in each
other’s lives during the past week. A place to do this in our church is easy to find.
Reading the lessons for the day and trying to imagine what Father John will say in the homily is another
way to get ready. This is probably done best alone at home, and is likely the most common reason that
some find themselves pressed to get to Mass on time.
The more ascetic among us may tend toward fasting, hoping to be restored after Mass at an ample coffee
hour of select gourmet fare.
Another traditional way is to enter the church quietly, to meditate or pray. The music during the final
minutes before Mass is meant to enrich this time with the infusion of yet another beautiful dimension into
the setting. This beauty will doubtless be compromised if the organist has to struggle to concentrate, and if
people who would like to listen have trouble hearing.
The experience of the Mass will be more powerful if we can each prepare ourselves in the manner we find
works best for us, without infringing on the preparations of our brothers and sisters. ~Boyd

I am interested in creating a listing of our Grace members who have
served or are serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. Please click the link below to contact me with your information. If you do not have email access please contact the Church office at 845-343-6101
Joe Barrett (click here)

K

now of a student who is
graduating or moving up? If
so, please contact either Joe
Barrett or Kathryn Parker.
Send us a picture and some
information for the Epistle.
Thank you. ~Joe Barrett
Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Grace Church
Calendar

Click Here

"Do this in remembrance of
me."

Father John blessed
the Churchyard following last Sunday’s
10:30 Mass.

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the
area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the
church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on May 22nd from 7:30
pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to
attend!
To read the highlights of the March 20,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.

Please submit your questions for our column
“Ask Fr. John.” Remember, if you are wondering about something, chances are others
are as well. You can submit directly to Fr.
John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your
question to Kathryn or Joe.

To read the highlights of the February 20,
2014 Vestry meeting, click here.
Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco mdenisco@hvc.rr.com
Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

