
 

8:00 AM JUNE 29, 2014 

CHALICE CUSACK, COLIN 

2ND CHALICE BOYER, CARLA 

ACOLYTE BOYER, CARLA 

O.T. LECTOR CUSACK, JANET 

N.T. LECTOR CUSACK, JANET 

INTERCESSOR DENISCO, LISA 

USHER DENISCO, LISA 

USHER CUSACK, JANET 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON POWERS, TIM 

M.C. NEWQUIST,CLAIRE 

THURIFER VAUGHAN, LENORA 

CRUCIFER GUARDINO, TORRY 

ACOLYTE 1 MAISONET, BETH 

ACOLYTE 2 GUARDINO, PHYLLIS 

O.T. LECTOR GUARDINO, TORRY 

N.T. LECTOR NEWQUIST, CLAIRE 

INTERCESSOR STRUNSKY, MARK 

USHER STRUNSKY, MARK 

USHER RUSHEY, VIRGINIA 

 Strunsky, Mark 

Sunday June 29th 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html 

June 29, 2014 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“We learned about gratitude and 

humility - that so many people 

had a hand in our success, from 

the teachers who inspired us to the 

janitors who kept our school 

clean…and we were taught to val-

ue everyone’s contribution and 

treat everyone with respect.” 
 

Michelle Obama 

 “For the wages of 
sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html


Come See the Improvements to the Rectory at the 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last summer the entire roof was replaced and new gutters were installed. We made it through the winter 
and spring without a single leak and with no further plaster damage. Thanks to these successful structural 
repairs, we just completed painting the inside of the rectory - a total of twelve rooms, the front door vesti-
bule, the second floor center hallway, and the walls and ceilings to the three-storied staircase. If that was-
n’t daunting enough, significant plaster damage required extensive repairs before the first coat of paint.  

Thanks to a designated contribution to the Schrade Restoration Fund, we hired a professional painter to 
complete the work. Colors were carefully selected to complement the various stained glass windows, fire-
place tiles and original dinning room murals. The overall effect is impressive. The front porch floor was 
stained and the steps (recently replaced by Joe Barrett) were also painted.  

But we didn’t stop there. We hired Bella Lawns (our own Joe Frangione) to undertake extensive landscap-
ing in both the front and the back yards - new beds. new plants, mulching, extensive grass reseeding, shed 
relocation, fence removal, cement sidewalk removal - you’ll have to see it to believe it! We also had the 
entire driveway resurfaced (years of no gutters had chipped away at the old blacktop).  

Next we had electrician Jim Skinner install a motion sensor light in the back yard, repair three wall lights 
and the mirror light in first floor bathroom. Jim also connected a new television to cable, installed an out-
side outlet, replaced an exhaust fan motor, replaced a light in the attic storage room and even repaired a 
hot water faucet in the bathroom.  

All those improvements have made living in the rectory much more pleasant. The best part - no money 
from our operating budget was used. If you’ve never been to the rectory before, it’s time you checked it 
out; and even if you have, you’ll be wowed by the changes. 
Fr. John+  

Rectory Open House 

Sunday, July 13th 

2:00 until 4:00 P.M. 

17 Crescent Place 

Worship Notice 

On Sunday July 6th there will only be one Worship Service, 

Morning Prayer, which will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

Father John will be away on vacation encompassing Sunday July 6th and no supply priest is 

available.   



Fr. John blows out 

his one candle and 

cuts his birthday 

cake as the air con-

ditioners await in-

stallation this week. 

Happy Birthday Father John! 

Open Windows 
Sunday was a beautiful day, the kind of day when you open the windows to let the fresh air in.  And, it 
was not just windows on this official second day of summer, with the front doors of our Church being 
thrown open, welcoming the congregation.   As people gradually found their way into the pews, Mass be-
gan. I closed the inner front doors in a futile attempt to keep out the noise of North Street.  It was an im-
possibility with the windows open.  With each loud muffler, siren or noisy pedestrian encroaching on our 
worship, I found myself thinking about an earlier time in Middletown, a time of horses and wagons.  A 
time when, I imagined, it was less noisy. 

Now I know what you’re thinking, why didn’t I just shut the windows and let the air conditioner run?  I 
probably would have if I could have figured a way to quietly close the windows during the service.  But I 
couldn’t, as anybody who has closed those windows already knows.  As I bemoaned the noisy predica-
ment, Father John remarked on the open windows in a way that changed my outlook.  He was happy the 
windows were open, pointing out that with the open windows the sounds of our worship filtered out to 
the streets and the people who use them.  It was the exact opposite way in which I had looked at it.  Fa-
ther’s simple words changed my outlook.  The sounds of the street didn’t seem as loud now. 

With those simple words and fresh outlook, I heard the sounds in a different way.  Those same open win-
dows I had complained about for what they allowed in, I appreciated now for what they allowed out.  ~Joe 

Barrett 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when pre-

paring your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   



Church School End of Year Party 

This past Sunday, our little corner of Middletown rang out with the voices of children running and playing 

in our shaded and beautiful yard.  Good food, fellowship, games and finally a trip to the Sugar Shack made 

the day just perfect.  A special thanks to our church school teachers who have devoted so much time to 

the children this year. 



 

Ice Crystals 

By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 
“The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.” -- James 5:15 (KJV) 

                But what if we, or the ones we pray for, don’t get well?  What if they continue to get sick-
er?  What if they die? 

                Did God not hear us?  Is our faith not strong enough?  A lot of people beat themselves up over 
these questions, blaming themselves, blaming doctors, blaming God.  For some the pain is so great that 
they lose their faith in God or in themselves. 

                But God always hears us.  And He always answers our prayers, though not always in the ways or 
at the speed we would like. 

                Our perspective on life is so narrow.  In spite of the fact that we believe in the promises of Jesus 
Christ and rejoice at Easter in His Resurrection, we sometimes forget that life does not end with our phys-
ical death.  So we also forget that while the healing we pray for definitely will take place, it might not 
take place here, in this life on earth. 

God has promised that there is no pain, no blindness, no deafness, no disease, and no tears in 
Heaven.  Everyone who comes to Him is healed. 

It is natural when our loved ones are sick or hurt that we suffer too.  We want them healed 
here, and now.  We want them back the way they were.  When they die, we endure grief and loneli-
ness.  We want them to stay here with us--in perfect health, even though we know there is no such thing 
in this life. 

We pray for God to bring our loved ones home.  And He always does, eventually; but some-
times He brings them to His Home, not ours. 

Trusting God is one of the hardest things we will ever learn to do, but we must try to remember that the 
second part of St. James’ assurance about prayer and healing: “the Lord will raise him up,” may as much 
refer to God’s raising us up from death to Heaven’s perfect eternal life as to our getting out of a sickbed. 

N ame that Baby needs your con-

tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-

lowing questions, which can be sent 

by email to  kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth             Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies            Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 

   you that we may not know.  

Please submit your questions for our column 

“Ask Fr. John.”  Remember, if you are won-

dering about something, chances are others 

are as well.  You can submit directly to Fr. 

John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your 

question to Kathryn or Joe.    

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:gracemdt@warwick.net


 

K now of a student who is 
graduating or moving up?  If so, 
please contact either Joe Barrett 
or Kathryn Parker.  Send us a pic-
ture and some information for 
the Epistle.   

Thank you.   ~Joe Barrett 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or 
Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

I am interested in creating a 
listing of our Grace members who 
have served or are serving in the 
U.S. Armed Forces.  Please click 

the link below to contact me with 
your information.   If you do not 
have email access please contact 
the Church office at 845-343-6101 

Joe Barrett    (click here) 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   

Click Click Click 

HereHereHere   

 

“I don’t know all Ten Command-
ments.  The only ones I remember 
are ‘settle down’, ‘act your age’ and 

‘take that out of your mouth’” 

Choir Takes The Summer Off 
This past Sunday was the first Sunday 
without our wonderful Choir as they take 
a well-deserved break over the Summer.  
While they will not be singing as a group, 
we will definitely be hearing their voices 
as they join the congregation in the pews 
at Sunday Mass.  Thank you for the great 
year of music and your dedication to 
Grace Church.  ~Joe Barrett 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com?subject=Please%20include%20your%20name,%20branch%20of%20service,%20years%20of%20service,%20rank%20upon%20separation%20and%20whether%20you%20have%20a%20photo%20in%20uniform
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

AVAILABLE AT  

COFFEE HOUR! 

 

 

To Benefit  

The Guild of  

St. Margaret 
Soup Kitchen 

Just in time for Back-to-School and new fall 

fashions for you and your home!  

On Saturday, August 23, 2014 Macy’s will host its 9th annual Shop For A 
Cause benefiting charities nationwide.  Purchase a savings pass for $5 
from board members, volunteers, or the Guild of St. Margaret office at 
Grace Church.  The soup kitchen receives all proceeds from the sale of 
the savings pass and you save 25%* on in-store purchases at Macy’s on 
August 23, 2014 and are eligible for a drawing to win a $500 Macy’s gift 
card.  Get one for you and one for a friend! 
*(10% electric/electronics, watches, furniture, mattresses and rugs/floor coverings)  

 

 

12 Depot Street, Middletown, NY 10940 

Phone:  (845) 344-0569    



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 

are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the 
area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please 
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the 
church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on July 17th from 7:30 

pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

 To read the highlights of the March 20, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                 John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com     Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net                 Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco  mdenisco@hvc.rr.com                    Andrew Higgins  ahiggins@balchem.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com   Ade Oluwasusi  omoarinjale@optonline.net 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the April 24, 2014 

Vestry meeting, click here. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfQXBFcU5BTFNCUUU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfQXBFcU5BTFNCUUU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:tguardino@earthlink.net
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:cdboyer@optonline.net
mailto:dcat@frontiernet.net
mailto:mdenisco@hvc.rr.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchem.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:omoarinjale@optonline.net
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfREhzUXd6Zm5rRzA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfRkdGN3BDcmgycEE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfRkdGN3BDcmgycEE/edit?usp=sharing

