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"It is I; do not be
afraid."
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“We must give up trying to figure
out other people. What they do is
their journey, not ours. When we
let their actions take up residence
in our minds, we interrupt our
own journey.”
A Life of My Own reading for December 16.
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html

Ice Crystals
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
“Tears may flow in the night, but joy comes in the morning.” -- Psalm 30:5
In the past when I have suffered--mentally, physically, emotionally, socially, financially, or spiritually--I have read this verse and wondered where this “morning” is and how long I am supposed to wait for
it. I finally realized God’s morning isn’t like a commuter bus coming on a fixed schedule of “6 a.m. sunrise,” which I can board with a sigh of relief knowing these most recent troubles, at least, are over, or
ameliorated.
Dave Branon of Our Daily Bread Ministries said, “In every desert of despair, God has an oasis of
comfort.” That’s nice. I’ve been looking for this oasis so long my camels have all died of thirst.
And anyway, it may even be that a relief from troubles, as when a loved one is dying, is something
we most profoundly don’t want to see, preferring things would just be the way they were, even when we
know that can never be. Not in this world.
And that is the key.
The promised morning and the peaceful oasis aren’t necessarily in this world or to be expected or
found in this life.
Once I understood that, I realized that God’s promises are all true.
The morning may be an actual sun’s rise in our earthly life. The oasis may in fact be a new job or a
financial boon, a recovery from sickness or a healing of injury, or any other of the myriad ways God answers prayers. But the ultimate morning will come when we awaken in His presence in the oasis we may
call paradise or heaven.
I have known a number of atheists, and most of them say God failed to answer their prayers or
didn’t rescue them or others. They claim they have seen many of the righteous forsaken (Ps. 27:35). But
their perspective is limited to earthly life.
If we cannot see beyond Death, if we cannot accept the word of Jesus that there is Life beyond
this life, then God’s promises do appear empty.
Instead, when we read a verse like, “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you in due time” (1 Pet. 5:6), it doesn’t necessarily mean we will get a promotion at work or
even keep our jobs, that we will someday get even with everyone who has treated us shabbily or that
everyone will suddenly see what great Christians we are. “In due time” may not come until after we die.
I personally find great comfort in knowing that if I am patient and continue faithful, I will find
God’s promises all fulfilled. Eventually.
The bus is coming. I just have to wait for it and remember that “God is with you wherever you
go” (Josh. 1:9).
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This Week in the Music Ministry
This Sunday, July 26th, we will be visited by Cherwyn Ambuter, an accomplished musician who will be playing an eclectic variety of piano music for the
prelude, postlude, and offertory and Communion interludes during Rite II.
Cherwyn has appeared in recital in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Akron, Boston, Marlton (NJ), Vermont, and Warwick. She once provided music for a wedding on
the outskirts of Paris in the home of famed organist Marcel Dupré, playing on
Paderewski’s old touring piano. In 2007, she presented the world premiere
performance of chamber and solo music by Italian composer Alfred Morena, at
the Center for Italian and Italian-American Culture in Bloomfield, New Jersey.
She lives in Vernon with her husband, Hal, and two children. Her eldest daughter is a professional freelance pedal harpist in Troy, Michigan.
Cherwyn will be “playing hooky” from her position as organist at Calvary Baptist Church in Warwick this
Sunday to share her talents with us. She will be returning to Grace in the fall with soprano Jody Weatherstone to present a recital of instrumental and vocal chamber music.
See you Sunday!
Michael Saunders
Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

The photograph to the
right was submitted by
Meg and Dave Catizone
and depicts several
years of Easter lilies
from the altar at Grace.
It was taken when they
were doing some weeding in our churchyard
garden.

Tag Sale News
We have exhausted our space to store clothing for our August 15th Tag Sale
and can no longer accept clothing donations. Thank you all for contributing!
We can still accept non-clothing items until August 1st. Please bring in your
donated items and leave them in the hallway in the Parish House basement,
outside the arts and crafts room. If you have any questions, please see myself,
Mark Strunsky or Cindy Johnson. ~Eileen Barrett

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter where
you are you can join us in worship.
Just click here!

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the
area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the
church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on August 20th from
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to
attend!

To read the highlights of the April 16, 2015
Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the May 21, 2015
Vestry meeting, click here.

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available
for sale EVERY Sunday after each service.
Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the
cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at
face value! Shoprite gift
cards can make shopping
for that special dinner
easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards
helps you prepare your family meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that
we can now accept credit card purchases for
the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate
points while supporting Grace Church!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

