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“The prayer of the
righteous is powerful
and effective.”

Sunday September 27th
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“I have cried and I have
laughed. Laughing’s
a hell of a lot better.”
Glen Campbell (stated while
suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease)
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html

Fr. John speaks to the congregation about his
decision to leave Grace at the end of the year
due to the needs of his family in Florida. He
and Tom will be moving in January.

Click Here

Grace
Church
Calendar

Dear Grace Church Family,
It is with a heavy heart that I write to tell you that I will be leaving Grace Church at the end of this year. I
will submit my resignation to the vestry at our meeting tonight.
Two weeks ago I made an emergency trip to Venice, Florida to visit my sister, Jeanne. Her health had deteriorated to the point where she asked me to come to help her “get things in order”. Although I don’t
believe that Jeanne’s death is necessarily imminent, she needs me. My brother, Jim, also lives in Venice
but he is more or less dependent on Jeanne and me.
My parents had only three children and none of us has any children. Jeanne is divorced and Jim never
married. I am the youngest. I have always known that one day I would have to take care of my brother
and sister. That day has come. In January, Tom and I will move to Venice, Florida.
None of us likes change. Collectively, I have baptized your children, buried your parents, married couples
young and old and have had the profound privilege of preaching in your pulpit and presiding at your altar
for nearly eighteen years. Leaving you will undoubtedly be the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do as a
priest. I will miss my Grace Church family immeasurably. Still, it is time.
And it’s time for Grace Church as well. At this particular point in our history, Grace Church is blessed with
exceptional leadership, resources both temporal and spiritual, and an absence of conflict. If ever there
was the right time for transition, it is now.
Yours faithfully,
Fr. John B. Warfel

Ask Father John
Dear Fr. John:
When you vest at the rail before Communion sacrifice, what is the significance of the piece that you put
on your arms? What is it called? Lorraine Witkowski
The strip of cloth that I wear over my left arm at the wrist is called a maniple. This traditional vestment signifies servanthood. Like an old-fashioned waiter's napkin draped over his/her left arm (ready to
wipe up spills), the maniple reminds me that, first and foremost, I am a servant at the Eucharist.
Although common among many Anglo-Catholic parishes, the use of the maniple has all but disappeared in the Roman Catholic Church (Most low and broad church Episcopalians probably have never
even seen a maniple.) ~Fr. John

Adult education had a successful first
session on the book of Exodus. We will
continue on September 27th, continuing forward in Exodus, hopefully completing chapter 6.If you would like a
copy of the outline of this past Sunday's class, please email Tim at
tmp617@gmail.com. We will not meet on October 4th,
and will re-commence on October 11th. Keep looking
here for announcements of when we will meet and what
we are reading. Remember that each session is discreet
and self-contained, so if you miss one class, just come to
the next! ~Tim Powers

Save The Date
Tim is organizing a trip to the
Cathedral on Saturday October
24th. Watch the Epistle for
further information!

From Our Senior Warden
How was your week? Any major news or changes on the horizon? Start a new job? Celebrate a birthday
or an anniversary? Did your beloved rector for the past 17 years announce his resignation?
Yes, that last one was a doozy. If you are like me, your immediate reaction was to ask questions. How
do we start the search process? When? How is an interim pastor selected? Who will be helping us
through this process? How long will this all take? Not only was I asking myself these questions, but I
wanted to know the answers.
We have been incredibly blessed here at Grace Church in that we have only called three new rectors in
approximately the last 50 years. That itself is a testament to the benefits of a thorough and prayerful
transition process. But it also means that many of us (myself included) have never gone through a
change in clergy leadership. So the prospect of this journey we are about to take as a parish may seem
overwhelming, which is natural.
Most of our transition and search efforts will not begin until Father John completes his time here with us
at Grace Church. The wardens and vestry will work with the diocese to make arrangements for interim
pastoral leadership or perhaps supply clergy, so that we are prepared to begin our journey at the start of
the New Year. But right now, we should take advantage of the next three months with our rector and
use that time to come together as a parish to celebrate Father John’s ministry, be prayerful about the
forthcoming changes, and perhaps most importantly, to be gentle with each other.
One thing is for sure, as a parish, we will not be going through this transition alone. We will receive an
abundance of support from the diocese through resources that are very familiar with this process and
will help guide us along the way.
If you would like to further familiarize yourself with the transition and search process, the diocesan website has a lot of useful information that can be accessed at the following link:
http://www.dioceseny.org/pages/123-leading-a-parish-through-a-transition-in-clergy-leadership
We understand that change and uncertainty can be difficult deal with, but if anyone has any questions, or
would like to discuss further, please feel free to reach out to Father John, myself, or Claire Newquist, and
we will be happy to address your concerns.
Yours in Christ,
Torry Guardino
Senior Warden

THE ICE CRYSTALS
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
“I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must love
each other. This is how everyone will know that you are My disciples.” (John 13:34-35 CEB)
“I have to take this call.” You hear that all the time. Maybe it’s important, maybe not. Interruptions and intrusions are a way of life for us now.
Jesus knew a lot about being busy and encountering distractions at every turn. Crowds of people
followed Him everywhere, begging for healing or challenging Him with hostile questions, to the point
where, at times, so many people were coming and going that He and His disciples didn’t always have time
to eat. Jesus often went off alone to deserted places to pray. We rarely have the chance to go off into the
woods, but we can follow His words to “go to your room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is
present in that secret place.” (Matt. 6:6 CEB)
God gave us the free will to control our thoughts. Are we really too busy to pray? We can certainly find the time to chat with friends, argue with spouses, tweet, blog, or update Facebook..
Maybe we need to to put a quiet time on our to-do lists, or ask God to help us find time. Then
when the Holy Spirit urges us to stop what we’re doing for a moment, we need to say, “Sorry world, I
have to take this call. It’s from the One I love.” You say God never calls you? Maybe it’s because you
never call Him. His line is never busy, and it’s a toll-free call.
“In return and rest you will be saved; quietness and trust shall be your strength.” (Is.30:15 CEB)
And what are we supposed to be doing anyway? Our to-do lists tend to be a series of tasks that
need to be done. What would God put on our to-do list? Are the things we routinely list things that God
wants us to do that day? Perhaps they are not the things that we think need doing as much as they are
the people we come in contact with while we are doing them. Store clerks, office secretaries, strangers
we call on the phone, the other drivers on the road. And while it’s easy to be polite and forgiving to those
who are nice to us, what of the ones who make us hiss and grind our teeth?
Perhaps, what God wants us to do today is to speak kindly to the confused lady in the grocery
store or yield that nice parking place we just found near the store to the old man with the old truck.
Perhaps God wants us to be more forgiving of the people we don’t actually interact with but merely talk about-- teachers of our children, neighbors, politicians. We set a poor example as Christians if we
rant and rave about others-- even when we know (or think we know) we’re in the right.

Crafte Faire organizational meeting, next Sunday, October 4th, in
Father John’s office during coffee hour following 10:30 Mass. So, if
you are interested in helping out with this annual fundraiser, grab a
cup of coffee and come join us! ~Eileen Barrett

Correction to last week’s
Epistle: The coffee hour
held on September 13th
was hosted by the Grace
Church Vestry.

For the month of September please see Meg Catizone to purchase
ShopRite Grocery Gift Cards
ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that special dinner
easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Try out our new audio
mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No
matter where you are you can
join us in worship.
Just click here!

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the
area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the
church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

N

ame that Baby needs your contributions!! Please give photos
to Kathryn Parker and answer the following questions, which can be sent
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Vestry News
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on September 17th from
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to
attend!
To read the highlights of the July 16, 2015
Vestry meeting, click here.

Place of birth

Schools you attended

Work/Hobbies

Marriage/Partner

Number of children Something interesting about
you that we may not know
Please submit your questions for our column Ask Fr. John. Remember, if you are
wondering about something, chances are
others are as well. You can submit directly
to Fr. John at gracemdt@warwick.net or
send your question to Kathryn or Joe.

To read the highlights of the August 20,
2015 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

