
 

8:00 AM MORNING PRAYER 

CHALICE  

2ND CHALICE  

ACOLYTE  

O.T. LECTOR  

N.T. LECTOR  

INTERCESSOR  

USHER PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER BOB SEEKAMP 

10:30 AM  

SUBDEACON MORNING PRAYER 

M.C.  

THURIFER  

CRUCIFER  

ACOLYTE 1  

ACOLYTE 2  

O.T. LECTOR  

N.T. LECTOR  

INTERCESSOR  

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER VIRGINIA RUSHEY 

LEM  

Sunday October 25th 
TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html 

October 25, 2015 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“As one can see when the 
eyes are open, so one can un-
derstand when the heart is 

open.” 
Hazrat Inayat Khan 

“Those who go out      

weeping, carrying the 

seed,  will come again 

with joy, shouldering 

their sheaves.”  

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html


 

Father John - A Collage 



 Wardens’ Report 

On October 15, 2015 at a regular meeting of the Vestry, following a motion by the Senior Warden and se-
conded by the Junior Warden, the following resolution was unanimously passed: 

RESOLVED, that the resignation of the Rev. John B. Warfel as Rector of Grace Episcopal 
Church, which was presented to the Wardens and Vestry on September 17, 2015, is 
hereby accepted with regret, the same to take effect on January 1, 2016. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wardens and Vestry of Grace Church places on record its 
deepest appreciation for the dedication and spiritual leadership that Fr. John has pro-
vided, as our priest, confidant, and compassionate friend. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wardens shall notify the Bishop of the vacancy in the 
cure, which is effective January 1, 2016. 

Submitted October 15, 2015 

Per Diocesan requirements, Bishop Dietsche has been informed in writing that effective January 1, 2016, 
Grace Episcopal Church will have a “vacancy in the cure”. 

So what does that all mean?  Basically, it means that as a parish, we have officially taken the first step of 
our transition journey.  We will now begin to make arrangements for interim pastoral leadership or sup-
ply clergy, so that we are well prepared at the start of the New Year.  But as stated in a previous edition 
of The Epistle, most of our transition and search efforts will not begin until Father John has completed his 
time here with us. 

Again, if you would like more information concerning the transition and search process, the diocesan 
website has a lot of useful information that can be accessed at the following link: 

http://www.dioceseny.org/pages/123-leading-a-parish-through-a-transition-in-clergy-leadership 

If you have any questions, or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact us or Father 
John. 

Yours in Christ, 

Torry Guardino   Claire Newquist 
Senior Warden   Junior Warden 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when pre-

paring your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

http://www.dioceseny.org/pages/123-leading-a-parish-through-a-transition-in-clergy-leadership


 
 

    

  

Hunger is an issue that is very important to Grace Church. Our community outreach program is the 

Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen, a program that served over 50,000 meals last year to help end 

hunger in our community. This is your chance to get involved and make a difference to children and 

families worldwide and in our own community! 

This Sunday, October 25th, there are two ways you can fight hunger with us: 

1. Join our team as a Grace Church Walker! Go to our team page using the link below and click 

“Join Team” link above our team’s name. Sign up and spread the word to your friends and family! 

2. Can’t walk with us? You can still make a BIG difference with your donation! Visit the link below 

and click the “Donate Now” button above our team now to make a donation to the Crop Walk on 

behalf of our team. Your tax deductible donation will be recognized by Church World Service Crop 

Walk. 

Thank you for making a difference! 

Click here to visit my personal page. 

If the text above does not appear as a clickable link, you can visit the web address: 

http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?

px=1914231&pg=personal&fr_id=21441&et=POz3KbLOk6c3aTaB8vVlwg&s_tafId=147776 

Click here to view the team page for Grace Church/The Guild of St Margaret Soup Kitchen 
If the text above does not appear as a clickable link, you can visit the web address: 
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?
team_id=122120&pg=team&fr_id=21441&et=OFiPnj_Pk97zdHvoyp1JKw&s_tafId=147776 

 
If you no longer wish to receive email messages sent from your friends on behalf of this organization, please 
click here or paste this URL into your browser: http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TellFriendOpt?
action=optout&toe=8ea7f77e327edc0dc430451cdeafa32e5f813bc14908b450 

  

    
  

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by reli-
gious groups, businesses, schools and others to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world. 
 
Find a Walk  •   Fundraising Tools  •   FAQ   •   crophungerwalk.org   •   cwsglobal.org 

  

The Cathedral Tour is Saturday! 
Our October 24th trip to the Cathedral of St. John the Divine is Saturday! It is not too late to sign up.  Who 
can sign up? Parishioners certainly have precedence, but family members and friends of parishioners are 
also welcome.  There are 55 seats on the bus, and the Cathedral tour office has said that they will split us 
into two tour groups so that we can have a better tour experience.  So as Mike Saunders likes to say, 
“bring 50 of your closest friends” and come join us! 

A little idea of what the day will look like: we will depart Middletown at 8:00 a.m., arriving at the Cathe-
dral at about 9:30.  The tour is scheduled to begin at 10:00.  After our tour, there will be time to revisit 
places in the Cathedral that you found especially interesting.  At 12:15 one of the canons (a priest at the 
Cathedral) will celebrate Holy Eucharist in one of the side chapels (Mass is optional, but I encourage you 
to go).  After the Eucharist is over, you have the afternoon to continue to explore the Cathedral or to 
roam around upper Manhattan (the neighborhood where the Cathedral is located is a great place with 
excellent restaurants, Columbia University is close by, Central Park is literally feet away).  I would ask that 
everybody return to the Cathedral in time for Evening Prayer (again, optional but encouraged) at 
5:00.  Following Evening Prayer, we will re-board the bus and depart by 5:30, returning to Middletown by 
7:00, conditions permitting. 

If you have questions, please don't hesitate to email me at tmp617@gmail.com.  ~Tim Powers 

http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?px=1914231&pg=personal&fr_id=21441&et=POz3KbLOk6c3aTaB8vVlwg&s_tafId=147776
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?px=1914231&pg=personal&fr_id=21441&et=POz3KbLOk6c3aTaB8vVlwg&s_tafId=147776
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?px=1914231&pg=personal&fr_id=21441&et=POz3KbLOk6c3aTaB8vVlwg&s_tafId=147776
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?team_id=122120&pg=team&fr_id=21441&et=OFiPnj_Pk97zdHvoyp1JKw&s_tafId=147776
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?team_id=122120&pg=team&fr_id=21441&et=OFiPnj_Pk97zdHvoyp1JKw&s_tafId=147776
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?team_id=122120&pg=team&fr_id=21441&et=OFiPnj_Pk97zdHvoyp1JKw&s_tafId=147776
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TellFriendOpt?action=optout&toe=8ea7f77e327edc0dc430451cdeafa32e5f813bc14908b450
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TellFriendOpt?action=optout&toe=8ea7f77e327edc0dc430451cdeafa32e5f813bc14908b450
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TellFriendOpt?action=optout&toe=8ea7f77e327edc0dc430451cdeafa32e5f813bc14908b450
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/PageServer?pagename=events_find
http://www.cwsglobal.org/crop-hunger-walk/materials/
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/PageServer?pagename=events_find


 

ICE CRYSTALS 
By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 

 For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5 NKJV) 

 In the midst of my morning quiet time, I was suddenly aware of being cold, and I realized I had let 
my prayer shawl slip off my shoulders.  When I pulled it up, I was fine. 

 The same thing happens to us spiritually during the day.  We may find ourselves confused or dis-
tracted; or overwhelmed by physical or psychological pain, by work, or by demands for our attention.  We 
may experience negative emotions of fear, anger, loneliness, or sadness; or we may be pushed to do 
things faster than we can comfortably handle them. 

 God’s presence is always with us, but we can easily lose our awareness of Him. 

 Stress experts have often told us to step back for a moment, to take a deep breath.  Some people 
repeat the Name of Jesus; say, “Abba, Father;” or glance upward or inward to bring themselves back to 
an awareness His presence. 

 We can’t always slow down.  But if we do have time for a brief walk or a cup of tea, those things 
work, too, to give us a chance to reach for His courage and strength, His wisdom and guidance, and His 
peace.  We can almost always take a quick bathroom break to wash our hands and close our eyes for a 
moment of peace with God.  I have known non-smokers to take a fake cigarette break, simply to get out 
of the building, breathe some fresh air and feel God’s presence. 

 He is always right with us, but just as my prayer shawl sometimes slips from my shoulders, I can 
easily lose an awareness of His presence and His enfolding love. 

Thanks to our webmaster, Don Boyer for making 
sign up for Sunday Coffee Hour even easier!  Go 

online to                                                             
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html                  
and click on the picture to sign up for an upcom-
ing coffee hour.  Really- that’s all!  Sign up from 
home or check to see when you signed up to do 

coffee hour.  Also, donations of small plates, 
napkins, cups, plastic ware, coffee, etc., are 

much appreciated.  Help with set-up and clean-
up are needed as well.   

If you have any questions, please call Phyllis in 
the church office or see Lenora. 

Adult education will 
meet this Sunday at 
12:30 in order to part 
the Red Sea.  Join us if 
you'd like! 

If you have questions, 
feel free to email Tim 

at tmp617@gmail.com. 

Keep looking here for announcements of 
when we will meet and what we are read-
ing.  Remember that each session is discreet 
and self-contained, so if you miss one class, 
just come to the next! ~Tim Powers 

Grace 

Church   

Calen-

dar 

Click 

Here 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html%20C:/Users/Joe/Documents/ARADump
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html%20C:/Users/Joe/Documents/ARADump
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 



 

 

Fall Harvest Dinner Dance 



 

                     Crafte Faire News 
Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  Our Merrie Olde Crafte Faire is fast approaching! 

As many of you are aware, we are holding our annual Merrie Olde Crafte Faire on No-
vember 14th.  This is one of our biggest fundraisers and we are in our 21st year!  This 
event is a time for all of us to work together, have fun and raise money for our 
church.  It would be great if everyone could come together and donate some of their 
time for this event.  Below are the Chairs of each of the committees.  If you are inter-

ested in helping out this year, please contact them directly.  Every area could use a little help. 

Crafte Faire Chair:  Eileen Barrett 

Fish & Chips Chairs:  Phyllis &Torry Guardino 

Gift Basket Chairs:  Sue Scott & Claire Newquist 

Crafts:  Roxanna Dickson 

Advertising and Publicity Chairs:  Don Boyer & Nancy Karp 

Raffle Chair:  Meg Catizone 

Baked Goods Chairs:  Rebecca Shaw & Victoria Newquist 

Tea Chairs:  Liz Bloomer & Tim Powers 

The Gift Basket Chairs, Claire and Sue, are looking for a few items for the gift baskets.  If you are able to 
procure the items that they are looking for, please contact them directly.  The items needed are: 

Large baskets 

Unburned candles 

Unused coffee mugs 

Sign-up sheets will be up shortly.  This is a big day for our parish and we could use your help.  While all 
help is greatly appreciated, we are desperately in need of volunteers to work  on the clean-up crew after 
the event is over.  You won’t have to do it all alone, but as they say “many hands make light work.”  
Please consider helping out; we promise you will have fun doing it.  Thank you.  ~Eileen Barrett 

The Raffle Is A Big Part Of Our Crafte Faire Success! Donations Are 
Needed! 

This year, we plan to raffle the following prizes.  If you would like to make a donation toward the pur-
chase of our raffle prizes, please see Meg Catizone or Eileen Barrett.  If you, your family or a group of 
friends would like to sponsor a prize, see Meg for details. These prizes attract attention and raise revenue 
for our Faire. Once again, we will have advance tickets for sale to our community and friends. Look for 
your tickets in a couple of weeks! Thank you in advance for your generous support! ~Meg Catizone           

           (mcatizone62@gmail.com) 

Culinary Institute of America($125)    Middletown Cinema Club Card ($80) 

Collection of Middletown's Best Pizza ($125)  C'est La Vie Spa Certificate($150) 

Basket of Cheer 



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the 
front of the church.  The pew card can be handed 
to any usher or placed in the collection plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on November 19th from 

7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the August 20, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the September 17, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  
Please submit your questions for our col-
umn Ask Fr. John.  Remember, if you are 
wondering about something, chances are 
others are as well.  You can submit directly 
to Fr. John at gracemdt@warwick.net or 
send your question to Kathryn or Joe.    

 

Try out our new  audio 
mixer to listen to the 

10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No 
matter where you are you can 

join us in worship. 

Just click here! 
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