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“I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the
beginning and the
end."

Sunday November 1st
Twenty Third Sunday After Pentecost
8:00 AM
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10:30 AM

“If more politicians in this
country were thinking
about the next generation
instead of the next election,
it might be better for the
United States and the
world.” -Claude Pepper, senator and
representative (1900-1989)
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Marlene Presley

M.C.

Tim Powers

Thurifer

David Brokaw
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Acolyte 1

Lizzy Ortega
Claire Newquist

Acolyte 2

Cloe Fain

O.T. Lector
N.T. Lector
Intercessor
Usher

Lilly Guardino
Caroleanne Cusack
Morgan Tubbs
Mark Strunsky

Usher

Beth Finger

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html

Father John - A Collage

October 25th Morning Prayer Homily
By Torry Guardino – Senior Warden
When Father John let me know he was going to be away this week, and that supply clergy was not available to fill in, we started making arrangements for Morning Prayer, which we have pulled off successfully
from time to time. We discussed basic details like who could officiate, should we have one or two services, music, etc. Then he casually mentioned that it might be a good opportunity for the senior warden
to deliver the homily. So without putting too much thought into it, I said, “Sure, sounds great.” Then,
suddenly, it hit me. He was referring to the CURRENT senior warden, and I immediately began to think
about how remarkably underqualified I am for such a task. No formal study of scripture, my electrical engineering education probably won’t help much, and I’m sure it would be hard to wedge in a segment
about the procurement of electrical and mechanical equipment for large scale construction projects,
which is what I do for fun during the week. Heck, I didn’t even help myself out by staying at a Holiday Inn
Express last night. Father John must have sensed a slight change in my expression, because he said,
“Don’t worry about it, you can talk about whatever you want.” Oh good, what a relief, that changes everything. So this morning, I’d like to talk about the upcoming World Series between the Mets and the Royals.
All kidding aside, we are about to enter a period of transition, that in a way, if you think about it,
will be the longest Advent season we have ever experienced. We all experience transitions on a continual
basis, which can and do trigger a wide spectrum of emotions – excitement, joy, concern, fear. And if
you’re talking about the transition from home to the office in the form of a 1 hour-plus commute, aggravation. Our faith is supposed to help us during times of transition, so when the transition has to do with
our faith, it can take on an added dimension. The transition in pastoral leadership can produce great anxiety in a congregation and generate many questions. What will change? Who will replace Father John,
both short term and long term? How long will this take? Who will be involved in this process?
I’d like to address that last question first – we will all be involved. As a parish family, we will be
walking together in this journey of transition. It won’t always be easy. We may stumble and fall, and we
will need to be there to pick each other up. There may be changes that we don’t understand or like. We
may be faced with new ideas, or challenged to think differently. But this is a rare opportunity to step
back from the routine and rediscover who we are as God’s people. This is a time to remember where we
have been and reflect on our history as a congregation, to clarify who we are right now, and perhaps
most importantly to rethink and redefine where we want to go as we continue to participate in God’s
mission in an ever-changing society.
So what have we done, and what happens next? At the last vestry meeting, a resolution was
unanimously passed that accepted, with regret, Father John’s resignation as rector of Grace Church, effective January 1. It was at that meeting that I realized while we have a lot of work to do, and it might be
easy to get lost in all the busyness associated with the daunting task ahead of us, there is no way to push
the sadness away. I couldn’t even finish reading the resolution. Good thing the Junior Warden’s job description includes something about reading the rest of a resolution after the Senior Warden gets too
choked up to continue. This was not covered in any policy, rules, or planning guidelines that I could find.
But it does serve as a reminder that we do have to make room for the sadness, and to be vigilant in remaining sensitive to the needs and feelings of all involved, including ourselves and perhaps most importantly, Father John.
But, back to business. Following the formal acceptance of our beloved rector’s resignation, Claire
and I officially notified the Bishop in writing, that Grace Church will have a “vacancy in the cure” effective
January 1. That essentially gets things rolling with the Diocesan Transition Ministry Office. We will arrange as soon as possible for the Vestry to meet with The Canon for Transition Ministry, The Rev. Canon
Deborah Tammearu, to review the search process and assist in planning for the transition. We will work
with the diocese to help identify qualified candidates for the interim rector position. Depending upon
circumstances and availabilities, this may or may not be finalized before Father John’s last celebration of

Mass with us. Given our timeline, and the importance of the role, it is likely that we will need to make
arrangements for supply clergy fill in between the time Father John leaves and we call an interim rector.
For the next nine weeks, we will primarily focus on celebrating Father John’s ministry, culminating
in a festive brunch in his honor following his last Sunday Mass on December 27th. Most of our search
efforts will not begin in earnest until after he has completed his time with us. But after the first of the
year, the Wardens and Vestry will select a chairperson for the search committee. The Vestry and Search
Chair will then select the members of the Search Committee. This process will be handled prayerfully and
deliberately, making sure that the committee members are representative of the full spectrum of parish
constituencies and groups. The responsibilities of the Search Committee and the process by which parish
members can apply or nominate others for consideration will be communicated in detail so that everyone
will have the same opportunity to serve.
The Search Committee (or a sub-committee) will then plan and carry out a self-study of the parish. This
will include a survey of the whole parish, as well as one or more meetings of the full congregation. Remember when I mentioned earlier that everyone will be involved in this transition journey? This is a key
component of the process and it will be important for everyone to have the opportunity to provide input
and be heard. We will be using this information to create a new parish profile. The process of creating
the parish profile can take several months, but it is very important that we are patient and get it right as
it will be the basis for attracting candidates, and ultimately lead us to calling our next Rector.
Once the parish profile is completed, Grace Church will be considered to be “Receiving Names” and designated as such on the Diocesan website. The Search Committee will then receive and review applications
and resumes for the next 2 – 3 months. After review, the Search Committee will select no more than 12
priests to interview as candidates for Rector. The Diocese will make reference checks and then present
the list of candidates to the Bishop for approval. The approved list becomes the official list of candidates,
which will remain confidential and will not be shared with anyone outside of the Search Committee, including the Vestry. The Search Committee will make contact with the candidates and arrange for phone
interviews, visits, reference checks and in person interviews. After all candidates are considered, interviewed, etc., the Search Committee will select between one and three top candidates and advise the Bishop of their decision. After approval by the Bishop, the Search Committee makes its recommendation to
the Vestry. The final candidates are then interviewed by the Vestry, and then the Vestry elects the priest
to nominate as Rector. When the Rector-elect accepts the call, the Wardens will notify the Bishop in
writing, for his acceptance in writing.
So as you can tell, even with the abbreviated outline I just went through, this will not be a quick process,
nor should it be. The benefits of a thorough and prayerful search process cannot be underestimated or
short circuited. As I wrote in an article for the Epistle last month, Grace Church has only had to call three
new Rectors over the last 50 years! We don’t have a lot of practice in this area, which is a good thing!
So what can we all do in this time of transition? We can pray. Pray for strength, discernment, guidance,
patience, a sense of humor. We can stay calm - keep focused on our mission and remain patient. Patient
with the process and with each other. Be supportive of each other. This will not be easy for us as a parish
family, and it may be more difficult for some than others. Reach out, lend an ear, and LISTEN. As the late
great Yogi Berra once said, “You can observe a lot by just watching.” Watch out for signs of discord, and
be cognizant of the general health of the parish. Perhaps most importantly, right now, celebrate Father
John’s ministry, both individually and collectively. He has led us and nurtured us compassionately for almost the last 18 years, and even though nine weeks is not nearly long enough, we need to do our best to
let him know how much we appreciate his dedication and spiritual leadership.
One may look at our transition journey as an exciting road trip. We will have stretches of smooth highway, we may have to take some bumpy back roads, or follow detours because of emergency road construction. We will definitely come to intersections where we will have to make a decision about which
way to go, without necessarily knowing exactly what lies waiting for us around the corner. But, that reminds me once again of the sage advice of Yogi Berra, “When you come to a fork in the road, take it.” If
we take the fork in the road together, prayerfully, how can we go wrong?

this Sunday at 2:00 A.M.
Please remember to set
your clocks back one hour
before going to bed
Saturday night. See you in
Church Sunday morning!

Click
Here

Thanks to our webmaster, Don Boyer for making
sign up for Sunday Coffee Hour even easier! Go
online to
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming coffee hour. Really- that’s all! Sign up from
home or check to see when you signed up to do
coffee hour. Also, donations of small plates,
napkins, cups, plastic ware, coffee, etc., are
much appreciated. Help with set-up and cleanup are needed as well.
If you have any questions, please call Phyllis in
the church office or see Lenora.
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Adult education will
meet this Sunday at
12:30 Join us if you'd
like!
If you have questions,
feel free to email Tim at
tmp617@gmail.com.
Keep looking here for
announcements of when we will meet and
what we are reading. Remember that each
session is discreet and self-contained, so if
you miss one class, just come to the next!
~Tim Powers

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Cathedral Trip
Right: Carolanne
and Cloe sitting in
an art exhibit on
hunger

Above: Cathedral
entrance
Right: Baptismal
Font

Above &
Right: Cloe
and Carolanne
light candles

Above: Neon sign on
display in the art exhibit
Right: Ostrich made of
chicken bones on display
in the art exhibit

Crafte Faire News
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Our Merrie Olde Crafte Faire is fast approaching!
As many of you are aware, we are holding our annual Merrie Olde Crafte Faire on November 14th. This is one of our biggest fundraisers and we are in our 21 st year! This
event is a time for all of us to work together, have fun and raise money for our
church. It would be great if everyone could come together and donate some of their
time for this event. Below are the Chairs of each of the committees. If you are interested in helping out this year, please contact them directly. Every area could use a little help.

Crafte Faire Chair: Eileen Barrett
Fish & Chips Chairs: Phyllis &Torry Guardino
Gift Basket Chairs: Sue Scott & Claire Newquist
Crafts: Roxanna Dickson
Advertising and Publicity Chairs: Don Boyer & Nancy Karp
Raffle Chair: Meg Catizone
Baked Goods Chairs: Rebecca Shaw & Victoria Newquist
Tea Chairs: Liz Bloomer & Tim Powers
The Gift Basket Chairs, Claire and Sue, are looking for a few items for the gift baskets. If you are able to
procure the items that they are looking for, please contact them directly. The items needed are:
Large baskets
Unburned candles
Unused coffee mugs
Sign-up sheets will be up shortly. This is a big day for our parish and we could use your help. While all
help is greatly appreciated, we are desperately in need of volunteers to work on the clean-up crew after
the event is over. You won’t have to do it all alone, but as they say “many hands make light work.”
Please consider helping out; we promise you will have fun doing it. Thank you. ~Eileen Barrett

The Raffle Is A Big Part Of Our Crafte Faire Success! Donations Are
Needed!
This year, we plan to raffle the following prizes. If you would like to make a donation toward the purchase of our raffle prizes, please see Meg Catizone or Eileen Barrett. If you, your family or a group of
friends would like to sponsor a prize, see Meg for details. These prizes attract attention and raise revenue
for our Faire. Once again, we will have advance tickets for sale to our community and friends. Look for
your tickets in a couple of weeks! Thank you in advance for your generous support! ~ Meg Catizone
(mcatizone62@gmail.com)

Culinary Institute of America($125)

Middletown Cinema Club Card ($80)

Collection of Middletown's Best Pizza ($125)

C'est La Vie Spa Certificate($150)

Basket of Cheer

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or
are new to the area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the
front of the church. The pew card can be handed
to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Boardroom on November 19th from
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm. All are invited to

Try out our new audio
mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No
matter where you are you can
join us in worship.

attend!

Just click here!

Vestry News

To read the highlights of the September 17,
2015 Vestry meeting, click here.

Please submit your questions for our column Ask Fr. John. Remember, if you are
wondering about something, chances are
others are as well. You can submit directly
to Fr. John at gracemdt@warwick.net or
send your question to Kathryn or Joe.

To read the highlights of the August 20,
2015 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone dcat@frontiernet.net

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

