
 

8:00 AM   

CHALICE CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

2ND CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

ACOLYTE KATHY HAMILTON 

O.T. LECTOR CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

N.T. LECTOR DAVID GOGGINS 

INTERCESSOR JANET CUSACK 

USHER DAVID GOGGINS 

USHER JANET CUSACK 

10:30 AM  

SUBDEACON PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

M.C. RICK SCOTT 

THURIFER TIM POWERS 

CRUCIFER TORRY GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 1 CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE 2 LENORA VAUGHN 

O.T. LECTOR PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

N.T. LECTOR MIKE SAUNDERS 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER TOM MOLLICONE 

LEM TIM POWERS 

Sunday December 20th 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html 

December 20, 2015 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Said the king to the people everywhere, 
listen to what I say 

Pray for peace, people everywhere! 
listen to what I say 

The Child, the Child, sleeping in the 
night 

He will bring us goodness and light 
He will bring us goodness and light” 

 
From “Do You Hear What I Hear?" 

“Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb.” 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html


 Father John - A Collage 



 
ICE CRYSTALS 

By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 

 “For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”--Luke 2:11 
(KJV) 

 “This day.”  Which day is that?  Much has been made of the fact that shepherds would not have 
been out in the mid-winter cold with their sheep, and most of us know by now that Jesus was not born on 
December 25, which was probably chosen to co-opt the Roman festival of the solstice. 

St. Luke, in fact, gives us the correct date, but we have to puzzle it out. 

John the Baptist’s father was of the priestly division of Abijah (Luke 1:5), and he was serving in the Temple 
when Gabriel told him his wife would give birth to John.  Abijah was the eighth division of priests assigned 
to Temple service.  That division, according to the Mishnah (the Oral Torah), had to serve for two weeks, 
the second week being that of Pentecost, which falls in the month of Sivan in the Jewish lunar year.  Sivan 
is May to June in our own Gregorian calendar.  If John the Baptist was conceived in June, he would have 
been born in March or April, around Passover, which is always the 15th day of the Jewish month of Nisan. 

Jesus said that John was Elijah (Matt. 11:14), and it was believed that the Prophet Elijah would come at 
Passover to “prepare the way of the Lord,” the Messiah, which is why an empty seat is left for him at Pass-
over Seders and why sometimes a child will go to the door during the meal to see if Elijah has come.  It’s 
quite possible that John the Baptist was born exactly on Nisan 15. 

When Luke says that the Annunciation occurred six months after Elizabeth conceived John the Baptist (Lk. 
1:36), that puts it about December.  That means that Jesus would have been born in September or Octo-
ber, in the Jewish month of Tishri. 

Tishri 1 is Rosh Hashanah, their New Year’s Day.  Tishri 10 is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the holi-
est day of the Jewish year.  Tishri 15 is the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles or Sukkot, when Jews build 
little “booths” or shelters outdoors, often eating and sleeping in them to remind themselves of the flimsy 
huts they lived in during the forty years in the desert.  Since the Greek word for “manger” in Luke 2:7 is 
the same as the one used in Luke 13:15, referring to a stall or a shed for animals, we may be closer to the 
truth than we realize.  But any one of those three days is enough to give us pause. 

Does it matter whether Jesus was born in December or in September?  Perhaps only in that the symbolism 
and imagery of a Tishri birthday can deeply enrich our understanding of the God who gives us new life and 
new beginnings, who became our atoning sacrifice, and who “tabernacles” with us and within us. 

Still, all things considered, I think we prefer our brilliant, shining, Christmas celebration amid the short, 
dark days of winter.  Nor does it matter that the Magi--however many there were--arrived in Bethlehem 
up to two years after Jesus was born, or that we love to show shepherds with tiny lambs in pastures cov-
ered in deep snow.  The important thing is that Jesus came and that He loves us “with an everlasting 
love.”  And I’m sure too, that this Jesus, who changed water into wine for a wedding celebration, loves, 
too, our bright mid-winter festival of light and joy. 

May we all be blessed with a beautiful Christmas this year and every year.  Merry Christmas! 



 

 

Try out our new  audio 
mixer to listen to the 10:30 
Sunday Mass live.  No mat-
matter where you are you 

can join us in worship. 

Just click here! 

Church School News 

December: 

20th - pageant practice 
 
24th - 4 PM Family Mass & Pageant 
 

27th - Attend Special Mass for Father John 

Adult education will be taking a break for 
the Holidays!  There will 
be no classes on either 
December 20th or De-
cember 27th.  Classes 
will resume in January 
on the second half of 
the Book of Exodus. 

If you have questions, 
feel free to email Tim at 

tmp617@gmail.com. 

Keep looking here for announcements of 
when we will meet and what we are read-
ing.  Remember that each session is dis-
creet and self-contained, so if you miss 
one class, just come to the next!             
~Tim Powers 

Thanks to our webmaster, Don Boyer for making 
sign up for Sunday Coffee Hour even easier!  Go 

online to                                                             
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html                  
and click on the picture to sign up for an upcom-
ing coffee hour.  Really- that’s all!  Sign up from 
home or check to see when you signed up to do 

coffee hour.  Also, donations of small plates, 
napkins, cups, plastic ware, coffee, etc., are 

much appreciated.  Help with set-up and clean-
up are needed as well.   

If you have any questions, please call Phyllis in 
the church office or see Lenora. 

 

Grace 

Church   

Calen-

dar 

Click 
P lease remember to 

take a look at the 
Goodshop Program 
(www.goodshop.com).  
You just might like it. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.goodshop.com


 

W ith the Holiday Season upon us, please remember that 
ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY 

Sunday after each service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of 
the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value!  
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that special dinner easy. 
Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your 
family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your holiday shopping lists! 

W e are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points 

while supporting Grace Church!   

Beginning Sunday, Christmas Flower Enve-

lopes will be available in Church.  Please       

return your envelope to the office mailbox or 

put them in the collection plate by Sunday  

December 20th to have your memorial           

included in the Christmas Flower Bulletin! 

G race Church is collecting hats, 
gloves and scarves to be    

given out at the Guild of St.       
Margaret’s Soup Kitchen Christmas 
Dinner.  Items can be dropped off 

to the Parish House during the 
week or at either one of this      

Sunday’s Masses.   

Thank you! 

 

The Lighting Fund 
Donations are still actively being sought for this pro-
ject.  No amount is too small.  Holiday time is a great 
time to think of this project and all that it will mean 
to Grace Church, to future generations, and right now 
to our Soup Kitchen clients as they come and go each 
day.  And think how lovely the Tea will be with new 
and beautiful lighting!   

Donations may be given to Joyce Smith, Marj Ed-
wards, Kathryn Parker or Phyllis Guardino, or may be 
put right in the collection plate clearly marked for the 
Lighting Fund. 

Kathryn Parker 



 



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 

are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the 
area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here today, please 
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the 
church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on December 17th from 

7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the October 15, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the September 17, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  
Please submit your questions for our col-
umn Ask Fr. John.  Remember, if you are 
wondering about something, chances are 
others are as well.  You can submit directly 
to Fr. John at gracemdt@warwick.net or 
send your question to Kathryn or Joe.    

N ame that Baby needs your con-
tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-
lowing questions, which can be sent 
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth  Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 
   you that we may not know  

mailto:tguardino@earthlink.net
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:omoarinjale@optonline.net
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:dcat@frontiernet.net
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:cdboyer@optonline.net
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchem.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfS2NRNXp0Nk0yVFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdHp3SDlIWXF0Mnc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdHp3SDlIWXF0Mnc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdmhKQXVzVFdjVU0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfaVY5OXJfd1lmcnc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfaVY5OXJfd1lmcnc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:gracemdt@warwick.net
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com

