March 27, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“Why do you look for
the living among the
dead? He is not here,
but has risen.”

Sunday March 27th
EASTER SUNDAY
8:00 AM
CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

2ND CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

ACOLYTE

KATHY HAMILTON

O.T. LECTOR

CARLA BOYER

N.T. LECTOR

CARLA BOYER

INTERCESSOR

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

BOB SEEKAMP

10:30 AM

“Easter says you can put
truth in a grave, but it
won’t stay there.”
~Clarence W. Hall

SUBDEACON

DAVID BROKAW

M.C.

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN

CRUCIFER

EILEEN BARRETT

ACOLYTE 1

MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

TORRY GUARDINO

O.T. LECTOR

TORRY GUARDINO

N.T. LECTOR

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

Good Friday

Maundy Thursday
7:00 PM

MARCH 24, 2016

7:00 PM

MARCH 25, 2016

SUBDEACON

LENORA VAUGHN

ACOLYTE 1

CARLA BOYER

M.C.

TORRY GUARDINO

ACOLYTE 2

TIM POWERS

THURIFER

TIM POWERS

O.T. LECTOR

CARLA BOYER

CRUCIFER

EILEEN BARRETT

N.T. LECTOR

TIM POWERS

ACOLYTE 1

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

ACOLYTE 2

MARLENE PRESLEY

O.T. LECTOR

RICK SCOTT

N.T. LECTOR

TORRY GUARDINO

INTERCESSOR

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

LISA DENISCO

The Great Vigil is at St James Goshen this
year. We will be celebrating with St James,
St Andrews, Walden and St Paul’s, Chester. We are hoping for a good turnout
from our Parish. The Vigil begins at 8 pm.

Thanks to our webmaster, Don Boyer, for making
sign-up for Sunday Coffee Hour even easier! Go
online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/
coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture
to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour. Reallythat’s all! Sign-up from home or check to see
when you signed up to do coffee hour. If you
have any questions, please call Phyllis in the
church office or see Lenora.

The Maundy Thursday service will be
available online.
Just click here!

Try out our new audio
mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live.
No matter where you are
you can join us in worship.
Just click here!

Click Here

Grace
Church
Calendar

Maundy Thursday

(3/24/2016)

7:00 pm Holy Eucharist, Procession to the
Altar of Repose, Stripping of the Altar
(Vigil before the Altar of Repose throughout the
night)

Good Friday

(3/25/2016)

Holy Saturday

(3/26/2016)_

9:00 am Liturgy of the Word and Prayers
8:00 pm The Great Vigil of Easter
The Feast of the Resurrection:
Easter Day

(3/27/2016)

8:00 am Sung Eucharist (Rite I)

12:00 pm The Three Hours (presented by
the Middletown Interfaith Council)

9:45 am Easter Egg Hunt and the Flowering of the Cross

7:00 pm Veneration of the Cross, Mass of

10:30 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II)

the Pre-Sanctified

Adult Education will be off for the
next 3 weeks. We will begin again on
April 10th with Chapter 12. Join us
any Sunday following
coffee hour after the
10:30 Eucharist. If you
have questions, feel free
to email Tim at
tmp617@gmail.com.

Church School News
March:
27th - Easter Sunday:
Flowering of the cross &
Easter egg hunt before
10:30 Mass

Keep looking here for announcements
of when we will meet and what we
are reading. We're always happy to
have new people join us for Bible
study, so if you are curious, please
come. We'll be happy to catch you up
and answer any questions you may
have. All are welcome! ~Tim Powers

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might like it!

Rest in Peace, Peter.
At 9:54 on Palm Sunday morning, our friend Peter Hall died peacefully at Orange Regional Medical Center, at the age of eighty-six. Here at Grace the choir was preparing
for Mass, and Fern was singing the psalm appointed for the occasion:
Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in your loving-kindness save me.
As many of you know, Peter’s health had been fragile for a long time, mostly as a result
of congestive heart failure. About a month ago he suffered a mild stroke, and he entered the ICU at Orange Regional about two weeks ago to have a pacemaker implanted. While he was in the hospital he contracted an infection, which delayed his surgery
until after they could get the infection under control with antibiotics. Unfortunately,
his condition worsened until he finally lost his battle on Sunday morning.
A life-long church musician, Peter joined our Grace Church family in the summer of 2012 as a guest organist when Boyd was away. He had recently retired from his position as Director of Music at First Baptist
Church, a post he held for nearly three decades. He remained active in that church for another few years,
until their numbers dwindled to the point where they could no longer sustain themselves as a congregation. Although our worship tradition is drastically different from the one Peter helped to shape at First
Baptist, I think we brought back fond memories of his formative years as a young organist in Canada.
Peter could have chosen to live out his remaining years without being affiliated with a church. Instead, he
approached Father John and asked if he could formally transfer his membership from First Baptist to Grace
Episcopal Church. He felt very much at home with us at Grace. When his health was failing, he would call
me periodically to apologize for not being able to sing with us, and he had every intention of returning to
the choir as recently as last month. It was clear that making music with us was meaningful to him as more
than just a pastime. He felt accepted and valued as an important member of our ministry and our church
family. Thank you for the role you played in making him feel that way.
Peter will be cremated, which will give his family flexibility in scheduling his memorial service—I will pass
on any information I get from Nancy and Kevin, who have acted as his guardian angels for the last few
years.
13
Precious in the sight of the Lord *
is the death of his servants.
14
O Lord, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
—Psalm 116 (from the Maundy Thursday liturgy)
~Mike Saunders

How Many Episcopalians Does It Take To Change A Light Bulb?
You’ve probably seen them hundreds of times, and have certainly sat under them too many times to
count. Those recessed lights in the ceiling of our Church are fixtures many of us, not all of us mind you,
but many of us, do not give a second thought to. Changing the bulbs when they burn out is quite a task,
and over the years, several parishioners have undertaken this job. And, to give you some perspective on
what is involved, I accompanied Dave Catizone on the latest venture into the ceilings of Grace Church to
change two bulbs, one that lights the Mary & Martha window and another over the choir area.
The light bulbs are changed from above the ceiling. A crawl space between the ceiling and the roof is accessed through a door panel located in the ceiling to the right of the Mary & Martha stained glass window.
Getting up through this access door takes one part aerialist and one part ballerina. As you enter the
hatchway, high above the pews, you need to perform a corkscrew style maneuver to get through the narrow opening. You then need to sit and stabilize yourself on a hand hewn beam before stepping up onto a
catwalk. The fixtures in the center of the ceiling are the easiest to get at while the ones in both the north
and south transepts are a bit more difficult. You need to know which set of roof rafters you climb down
between to find the proper fixture. Dave has their locations in his head while I’d need a GPS to find them.
To climb down to the fixture requires walking on furring strips secured to the ceiling beams. One poorly
placed step and you’ll end up with a footprint in the ceiling, or worse.
Sometime over the years, I believe it was probably around 1988, but I’m not certain, a new roof configuration was constructed, joining the Parish House with the Church. This new configuration covered some areas of the original cedar shake roof and utilized others. This labyrinth of new rafters and old roof is home
to the occasional bat or squirrel. It has also created a few hollow wall spaces that can be fallen into so
Dave usually changes the bulbs with somebody nearby for safety reasons. Additionally a couple of the
lights need to be aimed after the bulb is replaced.
So, I guess we know the answer to the question in the title, it takes at least two Episcopalians to change a
light bulb, at least in our Church! ~Joe Barrett
Top left: Access door in the ceiling.
Below center: Dave is ready to head up, he protects
himself from inhaling dust and insulation. The headlamp is because the space is completely dark and this
lamp allows him to work with both his hands.
Bottom left: Dave enters the hatchway.
Top right: This is the first fixture to be worked
on.
Bottom right: Notice the hand hewn beams and
wooden peg (to the left of the red fire alarm
wire) used instead of a nail .

(More photographs are on the next page)

(continued from previous page)

Above left: Dave heads toward the choir
area on the catwalk.
Above right: Walking down between the
beams toward the ceiling above the choir.
Below left: Dave pokes through a section
of old roof into the north transept
Below right: Notice the horizontal furring
strips between the ceiling beams to walk
on.

Below: Here you can see a section of the original roof covered over by the current roof.

Above: Catwalk looking toward wall behind the altar.
Below: Catwalk looking toward North
Street entrance.

Above: Dave is now in the ceiling above the choir. The roof
above his head appears to be
part of the original roof that is
part of the current roof.
Left: Here is the second fixture
needing a new lightbulb.

A word of thanks to Ellen Jamison
for her in-depth research into the
history of our Church and Parish
House and to Eileen Barrett for
her suggestion for the title to this
article.

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the
area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the
church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
April 21, 2016 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the January 21,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the February 18,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates
are available for sale EVERY Sunday
after each service. Grace Church
receives 5% on the sale of the cards
from ShopRite, while you purchase
the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can
make shopping for that special dinner easy. Our
ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps
you prepare your family meals while helping
Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when
preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we
can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards
credit card you can now accumulate points
while supporting Grace Church!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone mcatizone62@gmail.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

