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“Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one
another. By this everyone
will know that you are
my disciples, if you have
love for one another."

Sunday April 24th
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 AM
CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

2ND CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

ACOLYTE

KATHY HAMILTON

O.T. LECTOR

BETH MAISONET

N.T. LECTOR

JANET CUSACK

INTERCESSOR

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

BOB SEEKAMP

10:30 AM

“I am certain that intercession,
prayer for others, brings spiritual benefits to them. How
that works is a mystery, but I
trust God to work it out.”
~Bishop Andrew Dietsche

SUBDEACON

TIM POWERS

M.C.

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

THURIFER

DAVID BROKAW

CRUCIFER

EILEEN BARRETT

ACOLYTE 1

LENORA VAUGHN

ACOLYTE 2

MARLENE PRESLEY

O.T. LECTOR

TIM POWERS

N.T. LECTOR

MIKE SAUNDERS

INTERCESSOR

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER
LEM

DAVID BROKAW

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

Getting to Know Mother Ruth Anne Garcia, Part 2
When we left off, Ruth Anne was having dinner with her parents at the local diner when, unexpectedly, the words, “Or maybe I should become a priest,” came out of her mouth.
“At first I didn’t listen and just waited,” she says. “Then I tried to bargain my way out of it. “If You
don’t make me do this, I’ll teach Sunday School for the rest of my life,” she told God. One night she was
sitting on the front steps of her family home. It was a cold night with the Northern Lights displayed in the
sky. “I don’t really want to do this,” she said. “Okay, so what if this is a mistake?” The answer she felt
was, “What a wonderful mistake to make; to serve God in the church.”
Her Aunt Mary had been one of the first women to attend Nashotah House and one of the first female
priests ordained, but other than that she had known no other women priests before the one who came to
her hometown congregation then. She decided to fill out the paperwork for seminary along with her
graduate school applications. Then “weird stuff happened.” There were strange stumbling blocks for her
graduate school applications even as in the ordination process “every door flew open.” In one graduate
school application, for example, she had finished her essays and gathered her letters of recommendation
long before the due date and set them aside to review later. Only to find that, on the review date as she
was looking it over, she discovered that was the very day it was due. Finally, she became determined to
go to seminary. She quickly finished her application to General Theological Seminary and everything fell
into place. At 24, she was the youngest in forever to go to seminary from the Diocese of Montana. “I still
didn’t want to go,” she says.
During her first semester, she lost both her sister and a beloved grandfather. That was a very difficult time.
Once she graduated, Mother Ruth Anne went to her first parish. “I love churches that take someone right out of seminary,” she says. “That’s when you really start being a priest. It was such a gift. It is
one of the best kinds of work you could have—to serve God and God’s people, caring for souls and the
responsibility of that, working with people and learning. I am really blessed.” ~Kathryn Parker

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee
Hour? Go online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and
click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour. Sign-up from home or check
to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.
Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour can seem
overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or
buy? If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help out. We
are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks,
spoons, creamers and coffee.
Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.
As always, thank you for all that you do for Grace
Church.

Adult Education has begun
again and will studying the
Book of Genesis. Join us any
Sunday following coffee hour
after the 10:30 Eucharist. If
you have questions, feel free
to email Tim at
tmp617@gmail.com.
Keep looking here for announcements of
when we will meet and what we are reading. We're always happy to have new people
join us for Bible study, so if you are curious,
please come. We'll be happy to catch you up
and answer any questions you may have. All
are welcome! ~Tim Powers

Upcoming Events
Thursday April 21st: Vestry Meeting at 7:30 PM in the Grace Church Boardroom
Saturday April 23rd: Kairos Concert at 7:30 PM at Grace Episcopal Church in Middletown and on Sunday, April 24, 2016 at 4:00 PM at Holy Cross Monastery in West Park.
Sunday April 24th: The Rev. Canon Deborah (Deb) Tammearu, Canon for Transition Ministry for the
Diocese of New York, will preach at the 10:30 Mass. The Mass will be followed by a meeting of all interested parishioners to update the congregation about the search process, with a question and answer period.
Wednesday April 27th: No Wednesday Healing Mass. Mother Ruth Anne will be attending the Priest’s
Conference Monday, April 25 through Wednesday, April 27th.
Sunday May 1st: The 171st Annual Meeting of Grace Church will take place after one Mass at 9:00 AM.
Requiem Mass for Peter Hall at 2:00 PM.
Sunday May 8th: Mother’s Day
Sunday May 15th: Pentecost
Saturday May 21st: Tricky Tray
Sunday May 22nd: Fr. Peter Sipple to preside at Holy Eucharist. Mother Ruth Anne's Continuing Education Conference May 22-27th
Wednesday May 25: No Healing Mass (due to conference)
Monday May 30th: Memorial Day/ Office Closed
Wednesday August 3rd: Join us for a trip to a Yankees Mets Game! Volunteers from the Guild of St.
Margaret and parishioners from Grace Church are invited to the Yankees vs Mets at Yankee Stadium
on Wednesday evening, August 3rd. Tickets are $90 and include bus transportation to and from Yankee Stadium and the Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package. The Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package includes a ticket in section 414 and an All You Care To Eat party from 5pm (gate opening) to 6:30 pm. Tickets are first
come first serve and we have 20 available.

Click Here
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lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might like it!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Search Committee Update!
The Rev. Canon Deborah (Deb) Tammearu, Canon for
Transition Ministry will be visiting Grace Church on
Sunday, April 24, this coming Sunday. She will
preach at the 10:30 a.m. Mass, after which, she will
be available to address questions and concerns the
congregation may have regarding the process
involved in the search for our new Rector.

A Most Opportune Moment for You
to Experience Kairos
The ancient Greeks had two complementary concepts of time. They referred to sequential, linear time as
chronos, from which we get our word “chronological”. This is the quantitative concept of time which we
enslave ourselves to with wristwatches, calendars, and candles on birthday cakes.
They also had a more abstract, qualitative concept of time, which they referred to as kairos. The word
kairos doesn’t have a synonym in our language, but it is usually described as the most opportune moment
for an event to occur. The word kairos appears 81 times in the New Testament, while the term chronos appears only 54 times. The distinction between the two concepts was obscured when it was translated into
English.
Every Saturday morning, Don, Fern, and I make a pilgrimage to the Holy Cross Monastery, where we gather
with seventeen of our friends for a morning of singing. We call ourselves Kairos, and the monastery has
adopted us as artists-in-residence. Twice a year, Kairos prepares an a cappella program, which we take “on
the road” in an effort to expand our audience. On Saturday evening, April 23rd, Kairos will be visiting Grace
Church for a rare Orange County performance.
The theme of our program is Birds, Beasts, & Bugs. We will be singing a diverse selection of choral works
from the Renaissance to the 21st century, each of them inspired by a member of the animal kingdom. This
program has been particularly challenging and enjoyable for us to prepare, and we’re looking forward to
sharing it with an enthusiastic audience. I hope you will be able to join us and bring twenty or thirty of
your closest friends.
You can purchase tickets online through the following web page:
http://www.BrownPaperTickets.com/event/2519946
As a member of our Grace Church family, you are entitled to a discounted ticket price. To claim it, enter
the word “grace” as the discount code. If you would prefer to pay for admission at the door, you can claim
the same discount by presenting a paper copy of this article to the ticket seller.
Kairos will be generously donating a portion of the ticket sales to our Organ Maintenance Fund, which will
be used to subsidize a complete refurbishment of our Eisenhower-era organ console.
If you know somebody who would enjoy an evening of animal-related choral music but who doesn’t have
access to The Epistle, please don’t hesitate to pass this invitation on to them, or have them contact me directly. Thank you in advance for your help in publicizing this event!
Michael Saunders
Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or
are new to the area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the
front of the church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection
plate.
ShopRite Grocery Gift CertifiThank-you and Welcome!
Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
April 21, 2016 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the January 21,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the February 18,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

cates are available for sale EVERY
Sunday after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the sale of
the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face
value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping
for that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace
Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing
your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we
can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards
credit card you can now accumulate points
while supporting Grace Church!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Meg Catizone mcatizone62@gmail.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

