
 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

ACOLYTE BETH MAISONET 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER  GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

M.C. TIM POWERS 

THURIFER LENORA VAUGHN 

CRUCIFER EILEEN BARRETT 

ACOLYTE 1 TORRY GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 2 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

O.T. LECTOR TIM POWERS 

N.T. LECTOR JOE GAYTON 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER VIRGINIA RUSHEY 

LEM LENORA VAUGHN 

Sunday May 8th 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html 

May 8, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“For after all, the best thing one 

can do when it is raining is to 

let it rain.” 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

“And let everyone who is 
thirsty come. 

Let anyone who wishes 
take the water of life as a 

gift.”  

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html


 ICE CRYSTALS 
By Diana Carolyn Ice 

 Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle?  Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? -- Psalm 15:1 (KJV) 

 We want to stay in God’s presence; we hunger and thirst for Him.  Though we know that we are 
always in the presence of God, we often seem to lack awareness of it.  Having a sense of His presence 
gives us a feeling of safety and helps us deal with temptations and problems.  But how do we “stay” 
there?  By having faith in the Lord Jesus is the Christian’s spiritual answer.  Yet even though, as St. Paul 
said, we do not “earn” our way into heaven by works, we are asked to do more than just have faith.  We 
are told to love our neighbors, do good, spread the Gospel. 

 “I will shew thee my faith by my works,” St. James said (Jas. 2:18).  And we can always do better in 
our daily lives at “being the only Gospel some of our neighbors will ever read.” 

 Both “abide” and “dwell” mean to live somewhere, but “abide” (Hebrew gûwr) carries also the 
meaning of sojourning as a guest or staying temporarily while patiently awaiting an outcome.  A tabernac-
le (Heb. ‘ôhel) is a temporary shrine, or place where God’s presence lives.  The first question then is asking 
about our earthly existence, our lives here and now.  To dwell (Heb. shâkan) is to make your home perma-
nently in a place, a place like heaven.  The holy hill was “the holy hill of Zion” (Ps. 2:6), but refers also to 
heaven as God’s permanent dwelling place. (Is. 57:13 & 15)  The second question then is about where we 
will live forever. 

Junior Warden’s Report 
 When Canon Tammerau said something last week about my being in church after I had just returned from 
my trip to Japan, I responded that “I’ve come home.” I don’t know if she, or anyone else, heard me, but 
that is truly how I feel. After being away for any length of time, part of coming home is coming back to 
Grace Church. This place is part of who I am. I say that even though Grace Church has changed in the last 
year.  

To state the obvious, Father John is gone. He announced his planned retirement in the fall, so we knew for 
the last quarter of the year that he would be leaving and our church lives (and for many of us who consider 
Father John and Tom friends, our personal lives) would change. I think it is a tribute to Father John, and to 
all of us, that we have weathered the announcement and the subsequent changes as well as we have. We 
have realized our strengths. We know that while Father John was important to Grace, he is/was not Grace 
Church. We together are Grace Church, along with those who came before us and those who will come af-
ter us. We have been able to support each other through change, and we will continue to do so. We have 
been able to welcome both supply clergy and an interim rector and accept the reality that they are not Fa-
ther John. That is ok; in fact that is a very good thing. We have begun the Search Process, in a healthy and 
positive way. We have named a strong and diverse Search Committee who have begun the work of helping 
us identify where we are now, where we want to go in the future and what kind of priest we will need to 
help us get to that place.  

I recently attended two different church services while in Okinawa. One was a traditional, although not An-
glo-Catholic, Episcopal service on Easter Sunday. The other was a Gospel service held at the chapel on 
Camp Foster Marine Base. There was no Communion and the cries of Amen and Hallelujah frequently punc-
tuated the sermon and the rest of the liturgy. At the end of this service my new grandson, Robert Kenneth 
Charles Newquist, was baptized. What came home to me is that the church is as wide and broad as the 
world in which we live. Whether it’s the Episcopal Church that embraces the worship styles as diverse as 
ours at Grace Church and those of our two very different Indaba partners, or the broader church, which en-
compasses the Episcopal Church, a Gospel Church, a Roman Catholic Church, a mosque or a temple, etc., as 
long as we honor God in whatever form, and love our neighbors, that is enough to unite us into one body.  

Claire Newquist, Junior Warden 



 

Senior Warden’s Report 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and tomorrow” (Hebrews 13:8) 

Good morning and blessings to all of my sisters and brothers at Grace Church.  Who would have thought 
last year at this time that by the end of 2015 we would find ourselves in the midst of so much change and 
uncertainty?  And while we focus on change and transition, it is comforting to know, as we are told in the 
Letter to the Hebrews, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and tomorrow.”  Leaning on stable 
and familiar foundations and grounding ourselves is important as we move through our transition journey.  
So while we have been placed in what, to many of us, is an unfamiliar position, I am confident that 
through the Grace of God, the guidance of The Holy Spirit, and the hard work of our parishioners who give 
so tirelessly of themselves, we will emerge from this process as a stronger parish family and faith commu-
nity. 

Thank you to each and every one of our clergy, staff, ministry leaders, and volunteers, and for all of the 
people who serve God in ways that are too numerous to list, without whom everything would come to a 
screeching halt.  Just take a look at all the reports submitted this year; it just gives us a small glimpse into 
all the work required to keep the parish running smoothly. 

Many thanks go to our Junior Warden, Claire Newquist, who, through her knowledge, clarity, and palpable 
love of our parish family, has been that steady hand that helps keep things stable and familiar.  How many 
times a week do we hear ourselves or someone else say, “I don’t know; let’s ask Claire?” 

Special thanks go to each member of the Vestry for their leadership and love of Grace Church, especially to 
Carla Boyer, Meg Catizone, and Mark Strunsky, as they complete their terms and rotate off the Vestry.  
Thank you to the parishioners who answered the call to run for the three open Vestry seats.  There will be 
a lot of work to take on during their upcoming term. 

Finally, I thank all of you for your support as I complete my second term as your Senior Warden.  I have 
been honored to work closely with so many of you.  I thought I loved Grace Church when I started my first 
term as Senior Warden, but my love and faith has grown in surprising and wonderful ways each of the last 
four years.  I feel very blessed to serve at this time in our history together. 

Torry Guardino, Senior Warden 



 

 

 Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee 

Hour?  Go online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and 
click on the picture to sign-up for an up-

coming coffee hour.  Sign-up from home or check 
to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.  

Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour can seem 
overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or 

buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour intimi-
dates you there is another way to help out.  We 

are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, 
spoons, creamers and coffee.   

 Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.   

As always, thank you for all that you do for Grace 
Church. 

Adult Education will take 
Mother’s Day off and recon-
vene on Sunday May 15th.   
Join us any Sunday following 
coffee hour after the 10:30 Eu-
charist. If you have questions, 
feel free to email Tim at 
tmp617@gmail.com. 

Keep looking here for announcements of 
when we will meet and what we are read-
ing.  We're always happy to have new people 
join us for Bible study, so if you are curious, 
please come.  We'll be happy to catch you up 
and answer any questions you may have.  All 
are welcome!  ~Tim Powers 

Parishioner andParishioner and  

Church School News 

Class on May 8, 15, 22, & 29 

June 5 - Children's Sunday  -  

    Attend Mass 

June 12 - Last Class  

We will have an end of the 

Church School year celebra-

tion - details coming soon! 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com


 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday May 8th:  Mother’s Day/Observance of Ascension Day and  Commissioning of the Vestry mem-

bers. 

Please bring all items you wish to donate for tricky trays to church this Sunday 

Episcopal Charities Sunday collection 

Monday May 9th:  Guild of St. Margaret's Meeting @ 7:00 PM. 

Sunday May 15th:  Pentecost  

Blessing of new Prie Dieus /kneelers @ 10:30 Mass. 

Please bring assembled tricky tray baskets to Church this Sunday. 

Monday May 16th:  Guild of St. Margaret's training @ 5:30 PM 

Thursday May 19th: Vestry Meeting @ 7:30 

Friday May 20th:  Office Closed 

Saturday May 21st:  Tricky Tray  

Sunday May 22nd:  Fr. Peter Sipple to preside at Holy Eucharist.  Mother Ruth Anne's Continuing Edu-

cation Conference May 22-27th  

Wednesday May 25: No Healing Mass (due to conference)  

Monday May 30th: Memorial Day/ Office Closed  

Wednesday August 3rd:  Join us for a trip to a Yankees-Mets Game!  Volunteers from the Guild of St. 

Margaret and parishioners from Grace Church are invited to the Yankees vs Mets at Yankee Stadium 

on Wednesday evening, August 3rd.  Tickets are $90 and include bus transportation to and from Yan-

kee Stadium and the Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package.  The Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package includes a tick-

et in section 414 and an All You Care To Eat party from 5pm (gate opening) to 6:30 pm.  Tickets are first 

come first serve and we have 20 available. 

P lease remember to take a look at the 

Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

 

The 3rd Annual Grace Church Tricky Tray 
Saturday May 21 

We need everyone's help to make this event successful.   

Make a theme basket for the event - theme suggestions and sign-up in the boardroom           

Donate new items for a basket we will make           

Donate money toward major prizes or the purchase of basket items or refreshments           

Solicit donations from area businesses (gift certificates, goods, and services)           

Contribute sports tickets, professional services, a TV, iPad, or a bottle of wine for the basket of 
cheer.           

Sign-up to help at the event or with clean-up afterward - sign-up sheet is in the boardroom            

Place a sign in your neighborhood - signs are now available in the "nursery" across from Phyllis' of-
fice           

Put up a flyer at work, at your gym, club, or organization - flyers will be available Sunday at coffee 
hour           

Come to the Tricky Tray and bring your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers 

Donate baked goods for bake sale  

This event has been very profitable in the 
past two years; let's make this year the 
best one yet!   

 
Please bring baskets and donations to the 
church by Sunday May 15th.  Thank you! 

 
For additional information please see a 
committee member: Meg Catizone, Sue 
Scott,  Claire Newquist, Chris Parella or 
Anne Caldwell 



 

 
 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Nancy Karp  Nek4@cornell.edu  

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the 
front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection 
plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on      

May 19, 2016 starting at 7:30 pm.   

All are invited to attend! 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the March 17, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the February 18, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certifi-
cates are available for sale EVERY 
Sunday after each service.  Grace 
Church receives 5% on the sale of 
the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face 

value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping 
for that special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fund-
raiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your family meals while helping Grace  
Church.  Please keep us in mind when preparing 
your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we 
can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards 
credit card you can now accumulate points 
while supporting Grace Church!   

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  mcatizone62@gmail.com 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWXNmZlJxTEVSZ2c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWXNmZlJxTEVSZ2c/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfeHJEZXlfbjFyN0d0Y08tdy05RkpmSnotUFVn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfeHJEZXlfbjFyN0d0Y08tdy05RkpmSnotUFVn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfeHJEZXlfbjFyN0d0Y08tdy05RkpmSnotUFVn/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:trguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:omoarinjale@optonline.net
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:mcatizome62@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
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