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“There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no
longer male and female;
for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus.”

Sunday June 19th
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

2ND CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

ACOLYTE

CARLA BOYER

O.T. LECTOR

CARLA BOYER

N.T. LECTOR

BEVERLY BAILEY

INTERCESSOR

DAVID GOGGINS

USHER

DAVID GOGGINS

USHER

KAROL BAILEY
10:30 AM

“Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we
commend the souls of those murdered in
Orlando. Receive them into the arms of
your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. May their
souls and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercies of God, rest in peace.
Amen.”

SUBDEACON

TIM POWERS

M.C.

RICK SCOTT

THURIFER

DAVID BROKAW

CRUCIFER

TORRY GUARDINO

ACOLYTE 1

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

ACOLYTE 2

MARLENE PRESLEY

O.T. LECTOR

TORRY GUARDINO

N.T. LECTOR

RICK SCOTT

INTERCESSOR

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

LEM

LENORA VAUGHN

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

Orlando: Prayer Alone is Not Enough
June 13, 2016 Our dear Brothers and Sisters, Yesterday saw one of the worst mass shootings in recent
American history, when a lone gunman killed and wounded more than a hundred people at a nightclub in
Orlando, Florida. The shock and horror of this assault has covered our nation in mourning. Yet this was
actually the 15th mass shooting in America so far in June, and the 133rd in 2016. Almost as horrifying as
the killings themselves is the regularity with which we awaken to such reports, and the numbing of our
sensibilities promoted by that regularity. We worry as well at the language of division and distrust, of racism and homophobia and Islamophobia, and of the demonizing of the stranger at the gate, which has characterized the rhetoric of some in the current election season. It seems that something essential to our
common life is slipping away; that some essential thread of the fabric of our country is unravelling.
The shooter in Orlando has claimed a loyalty to ISIS and international terrorism, and the investigations to
come will take place in that light. But we must not lose sight of the fact that his targeting of a nightclub
frequented by members of the LGBT community was deliberate, and was a direct attack on that community. This violent expression of homophobic violence will certainly be and should be characterized as a hate
crime, and comes also in the week in which we remember the shooting of nine African American men and
women at Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston twelve months ago. Too often we see the escalating
patterns of violence target those who have been historically marginalized in America. The Black Lives
Matter movement has challenged our country over the lack of consequence and regard when people of
color are killed or murdered, and today in our sorrow we say with the same conviction that LGBT Lives
Matter, and remember the long record of violence against members of that community. Too often we are
called to mind of the deeper currents in American life and history which have dehumanized and devalued
our own brothers and sisters. To those who knew and loved the victims of this weekend's violence, to the
LGBT community in New York and around our country, and to a nation in mourning, we extend our deepest condolences and care, and our commitment to justice and equality, and to the right of all people to live
in safety and peace.
President Obama has asked today what kind of country we want to be. That is a good question. In the
wake of these shootings in Orlando, we your bishops made our parish visitations yesterday. As we prepared to receive candidates for confirmation, we again led the people of our churches in the renewal of
our Baptismal Covenant. We renounced the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the people of God. We committed again to strive for justice and peace, and to respect the dignity of every human
being. Against the background of such violence, these vows and promises carry a special poignancy, but
they are in fact where the Christian life begins. It is where we declare the kind of men and women we will
be, and the kind of community we intend to create and shape. It is a central tenet of our faith that people
bound by such vows, accepting and embracing our redemption in Jesus, rising with Jesus into new life,
may be salt and leaven and light for a suffering world in desperate need of godly transformation.
We commend the victims of the shootings in Orlando to your prayers and the prayers of your parish. But

prayer alone is not enough. Now is the time to reach out in grace and power, and in brotherhood and sisterhood with the larger community of which our churches are a part. Let the Muslim congregations and
people around you know that you refuse to characterize their whole community and people by the actions
of this man. Let the LGBT community around you, and especially the great number of gay and lesbian people in our pews, know that they are beloved members of our community, and today we mourn with them
the loss of their many friends, loved by us and by God. And we ask all Christian people in the Diocese of
New York to re-embrace the risen life to which you have been called, to join with one another to build
true inclusive community in our churches and bear witness to that before the world, to be repairers of the
breach, to trust God and God's Kingdom Come, to never forget to love neighbor and enemy, to be advocates and servants of justice for all people, and to be ever in the things you do and the things you say witnesses to the love of God for all people, witnesses to the life and love of the Prince of Peace. And as always we remain Yours,

The Right Reverend Andrew M.L. DietscheBishop of New York

The Right Reverend Allen K. ShinBishop Suffragan

The Right Reverend Mary D. GlasspoolBishop Assistant

Upcoming Events
Thursday June 16th:



Eucharist @ 6:30 PM
Vestry Meeting @ 7:30 PM

Sunday June 19th: Father's Day - Blessing of Prayer Shawls at 8:00 and 10:30 Eucharists
Wednesday June 22nd: 10:00 AM Eucharist Group Get-together after the Healing Mass
Wednesday August 3rd: Join us for a trip to a Yankees-Mets Game! Volunteers from the Guild of St.
Margaret and parishioners from Grace Church are invited to the Yankees vs Mets at Yankee Stadium
on Wednesday evening, August 3rd. Tickets are $90 and include bus transportation to and from Yankee Stadium and the Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package. The Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package includes a
ticket in section 414 and an All You Care To Eat party from 5:00 PM (gate opening) to 6:30 PM. Tickets are first come first serve and we have 12 available.

O for a dozen tongues to sing…
In case you missed Torry’s announcement after
Mass last Sunday, our choir is enjoying the first
week of a well-deserved summer hiatus. It’s only
Tuesday, and I miss them already. Of course, I’m
looking forward to seeing each of them at Mass on
Sunday, but it won’t be the same.
For those of you who attend Rite II regularly, I don’t
have to tell you that our congregation is richly
blessed with musical talent, both in the choir and in
the pews; however, talent alone is a pretty flimsy
foundation upon which to build a ministry. The bedrock of our music ministry continues to be the dedication of the choir, as well as their respect for each
other and for our shared vocation. They demonstrate their selflessness in countless ways, week in
and week out.
Alicia, Dave, Don, Eileen, Emily, Fern, Fred, Janet,
Joe, Lorraine, Nancy, Nancy, Thomas, and Boyd—
thank you for serving our Grace Church family “with
gladness and singleness of heart”, without which it
would be impossible to make music. ~Mike Saunders

The Middletown Interfaith Council
will be holding a Vigil for the Orlando shooting victims and their
families on Saturday evening @
6:00 PM at North Congregational
Church.

Click Here

Grace
Church
Calendar

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour. Signup from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for coffee
hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or buy? If providing a snack for
coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee. Donations can be dropped off in the
boardroom.
As always, thank you for all that you do for Grace Church.

The Vestry
Approved The Parish Survey!
During the coming week, one of the Search
Committee members, Joe Barrett, Dave
Catizone, Andrew Higgins, Kathryn Parker
or Allison McLean, will be contacting you
to share some information about the ways
in which you can participate in the survey.
Before you head home after Church this Sunday,
take a moment and stop by the Vesting room to see
the beautifully decorated bulletin board.

Thank you for your continued prayers and
support.
~Allison McLean & John Cusack

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might like it!

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can
now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Parishioner and

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the
area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the
church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
June 16, 2016 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the March 17,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the February 18,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

