July 10, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“To you, O Lord, I lift up
my soul;
my God, I put my trust
in you”

Sunday July 10th
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

2ND CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

BETH MAISONET

O.T. LECTOR

JANET CUSACK

N.T. LECTOR

BETH MAISONET

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“To forget the dead
would be akin to
killing them a second
time.”
~ Elie Wiesel(In memory and gratitude
for his life.)

SUBDEACON

DAVID BROKAW

M.C.

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

THURIFER

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

CRUCIFER

RICK SCOTT

ACOLYTE 1

MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

CAROLANNE CUSACK

O.T. LECTOR

MIKE SAUNDERS

N.T. LECTOR

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

EILEEN BARRETT

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

Upcoming Events
Friday July 8th: Office Closed
Monday July 11th:

Guild of St. Margaret /Fundraising Meeting @ 6:00 PM
Guild of St. Margaret Advisory Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM

Thursday July 21st:

Holy Eucharist @ 6:30 PM
Vestry Meeting @ 7:30 PM

Wednesday August 3rd: Join us for a trip to a Yankees-Mets Game! Volunteers from the Guild of St.
Margaret and parishioners from Grace Church are invited to the Yankees vs Mets at Yankee Stadium
on Wednesday evening, August 3rd. Tickets are $90 and include bus transportation to and from Yankee Stadium and the Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package. The Sunrun Rooftop Deck Package includes a
ticket in section 414 and an All You Care To Eat party from 5:00 PM (gate opening) to 6:30 PM. Tickets are first come first serve and we have 12 available.
Monday August 8th: No Volunteer Training for GSM Soup Kitchen
Monday August 8th to Friday August 12th: Middletown Community Churches Vacation Bible School
Saturday August 20th: Tag Sale & Run 4 Downtown
Friday August 26th: Chicken Dinner Fundraiser

Volunteer(s) Needed To Drive Carole Muller Home From The Bronx VA
Hospital After Her Surgery
Dear Grace Church Friends:
Our friend Carole Muller has to have surgery on July 14th. Carole will need to remain in the hospital for
one or two days, so will need a ride home from the Bronx VA Hospital on either Friday, July 15th or Saturday, July 16th. There is no way for her to know, before the actual surgery and recovery period, which day
she will be discharged. As there is no shuttle on Fridays or Saturdays to Middletown, we are hoping to find
a few volunteers who might be available to drive her home. While only one car need make the trip, it
would be most helpful to have at least a few names since the exact discharge time and day will not be
known until the actual day of her discharge. If you are available to drive, please contact Mother Ruth Anne
@ gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com and let me know. Thanks to a fabulous volunteer who will be
taking Carole into the city on Thursday!
In Gratitude,
Mother Ruth Anne

Click Here

Grace
Church
Calendar

Book Group

Tag sale is Open for Business!
We are happy to announce
that we can now accept
items for our annual tag
sale. Please make sure that
your donations are “gently
used” and clean before you
bring them to us. We are
accepting household items, glassware, furniture,
and “like new” clothing. Please place your items
in the hallway downstairs. If you are bringing
clothes, please bring them on hangers. The deadline to bring items in will be August 7th. If anyone
has any questions, please contact Eileen Barrett,
Cindy Johnson or Mark Strunsky. ~Eileen

Hi Friends! Several years ago now, I read a little
book called A Complaint Free World that started as
a rather big challenge to myself to stop complaining about the weather, the late train, the driver in
front of me, etc. and ended up being a wonderful
experience of grateful living. However, I only lasted
on the challenge (which, I hate to admit, I never
succeeded at—21 straight days of being complaintfree) for a month or two. I believe my failure was
due to the fact that I started the challenge alone
and needed the help of a group! And wouldn’t you
know it, this challenge began in a church and has
since gone on to become a best-selling book, has
been featured on World News Tonight, the Today
Show, Oprah, Dr. Oz, etc., and has been used by
schools, corporations and groups throughout the
world. Therefore, I would like to bring this back to
church and start a little group of folks who are willing to do this challenge together… Please let me
know if you are interested in taking part by emailing Mother Ruth Anne at gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com with Book Group in the subject
line. We will decide a starting date and time depending on our participants…. if we have a large
group, or folks with very different schedules, we
can do two because I know I will need ALL the help
I can get. ~Mother Ruth Anne

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour. Signup from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing
up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or buy? If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help out. We are in need
of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee. Donations can be
dropped off in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for Grace Church.

ICE CRYSTALS
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach
against his neighbor.--Psalm 15:3 (KJV)
The Psalm doesn’t say we must never criticize others--a good thing since we are often required to
correct children; to judge the work of employees, students, or trainees; or to evaluate jobs done by coworkers. But such criticism is usually done openly and should always be constructive and helpful. Too
often, though, we fall into the other kind of criticism. Backbiting is criticizing people behind their backs,
“biting them when their backs are turned.” Even when we know we shouldn’t criticize people or complain
about them, or agree with those who do, we may find it easier to avoid confrontation at home among family or friends, or at work, where we don’t want to be labeled as “strange” by bosses or risk becoming
talked about ourselves.
Most of us wouldn’t think of doing evil to anyone, but we must be careful not to do anything that
will hurt others by word or action. That requires more careful thought. Silence is difficult, but we needn’t
feel we must always defend or apologize for those being criticized and end up antagonizing others, either.
Doctors are taught to handle difficult patients by pausing and acknowledging their own anger, listening to
the negativity, and then empathizing with the person, which doesn’t mean agreeing with them, but rather
offering understanding, compassion, and sympathy. We can do the same.
Taking up a reproach against others means not gossiping or passing slander, even if the information
is true, or you think it is. That doesn’t mean we need to protect co-workers who are dishonest or neighbors who are breaking the law, but it does mean to avoid sending along the juicy tidbits most of us love so
much.

City Streets
“We have come dangerously close to
accepting the homeless situation as a
problem that we just can't solve.”
~ Linda Lingle

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase
the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that special
dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when
preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate
points while supporting Grace Church!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Search Committee News
In an effort to ensure that everyone's voice is
heard, the survey deadline has been extended
to July 10, 2016. In addition, the Search Committee will be hosting "Survey Day" on July 10,
during coffee hour. Please email John Cusack
at, j.cusack@usa.net or Allison McLean at,
apsmclean@hotmail.com, with any questions
you may have regarding the survey. Thanks for
you continued support. ~John & Allison

Parishioner and

Welcome!
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the
area and seeking a church home. Regardless of your reasons for being here today, please
take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the
church. The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.
Thank-you and Welcome!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
July 21, 2016 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the April 21, 2016
Vestry meeting, click here.

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the May 19, 2016
Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

