
 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

2ND CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

ACOLYTE BETH MAISONET 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

INTERCESSOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

USHER  GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER RICK SCOTT 

ACOLYTE 1 TORRY GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 2 LIZZY ORTEGA 

O.T. LECTOR JOE GAYTON 

N.T. LECTOR CAROLANNE CUSACK 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER LENORA VAUGHN 

LEM   

Sunday August 7th 
TWELTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html 

August 7, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“In college, we had to sacrifice a rat 

and dissect it.  I chose my rat but 

all the lab tables were taken so I had 

to wait.  I put him on my shoulder 

and walked around with him, 

talked to him, played with him a 

bit.  Then when it was my turn, I 

put him back and chose another 

rat.”  ~JS 

“You also must be 
ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour." 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html


  

 

Fixing the World 
The world sure is a mess these days. But it has always been. Students of history are quick to point out 
that our past has been bloody beyond imagination. They remind us of mass slaughters described in the 
Old Testament, the gruesome armed conflicts of the ancient world, the monstrosities of Imperial Rome, 
Vlad the Impaler (a real peach, he), the carnage of the French Revolution and the American Civil War, 
World War I (“The War To End All Wars” – Ha!), the horrors of World War II, Stalin’s Soviet Union, Mao’s 
China, Vietnam, the Manson Family, Jonestown, Middle Eastern strife, myriad recent and current dicta-
torships, and on and on. Then there are the countless individual acts of selfishness, cruelty, and violence 
perpetrated by humankind upon one another since cavepeople started bashing each other’s heads in with 
rocks. 

Yet, the fact remains… the world sure is a mess these days. It seems that every morning we encounter 
some new atrocity, some new outrage against God and humanity. We might wonder, “What can I do to 
fix it?” and, for me at least, the sobering answer is, “Nothing.” As time goes by, it becomes increasingly 
clear that I have little hand on much of anything. I can barely help myself, much less fix the world. I realize 
that each day, each moment, each breath, each beat of my heart is a miraculous gift from God, mine 
through no virtue of my own. Sure, healthy diet, exercise, and “right thinking” are wise, but plenty of 
people – young and old – do all the right things and still drop dead for no good reason! Bishop Andrew 
Dietsche, in his “Bishop’s Message” published in the Summer 2016 issue of The Episcopal New Yorker, 
touches on the discouragement we might feel when it seems we have no power to change things for the 
better. He describes the inability of a parish he once led to obtain even a third-hand copy machine, much 
less realize the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.   

So… what to do? As followers of Jesus Christ, it is surely incumbent upon us to do something. Not many of 
us become powerful leaders or great philanthropists, but Bishop Dietsche ends his message by suggesting 
that the mission of any Christian (any human being, I think) is “to be kind and loving and generous, com-
passionate and merciful, decent and just, unjudging and forgiving.” Well. Perhaps I can – with God’s grace 
– do that. Jesus said, “… and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the 
name of a disciple – truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward” (NRSV, Matt. 10:42). Speaking of 
the bestowal of his kingdom upon those who have offered kindness and are blessed by his Father he said, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me” (Matt. 25:40). We must never underestimate the good we can accomplish in our every thought and 
deed. A kind word (or perhaps remaining silent), a smile, a gentle touch, an act of selfless giving of that 
which is needed or desired, a community warming station, a neighborhood soup kitchen… these things 
heal lives. These things fix the world.   

Thomas Merton in The Seven Storey Mountain writes, “People have no idea what one saint can do: for 
sanctity is stronger than the whole of hell. The saints are full of Christ in the plenitude of His Kingly and 
Divine power: and they are conscious of it, and they give themselves to Him, that He may exercise His 
power through their smallest and seemingly most insignificant acts, for the salvation of the world.”  
Amen and amen.   ~Mark Strunsky 

Tag sale is Open for Business! 
We are happy to announce that we can now accept items for our annual tag sale.  Please make sure that 

your donations are “gently used” and clean before you bring them to us.  We are ac-
cepting household items, glassware, furniture, and “like new” clothing.  Please place 
your items in the hallway downstairs.  If you are bringing clothes, please bring them 
on hangers.  The deadline to bring items in will be August 7th.  If anyone has any 
questions, please contact Eileen Barrett,   Cindy Johnson or Mark Strunsky.  ~Eileen 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday August 7:  Last day to bring items for the Tag Sale 

Monday August 8th: No Volunteer Training for GSM Soup Kitchen 

   GSM Fundraising Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

   Guild of St. Margaret's Advisory Board Meeting@ 7:00 PM 

Monday August 8th to Friday August 12th:  Middletown Community Churches Vacation Bible School 

Thursday August 18th:  Holy Eucharist @ 6:30 PM 

       Vestry Meeting @ 7:30 PM 

Friday August 19th:  Tag Sale Set-up 

Saturday August 20th: Tag Sale & Run 4 Downtown 

Friday August 26th: Chicken Dinner Fundraiser 

Saturday August 27th:  Faith in Deed Clothing Distribution 

September 11th: Welcome-Back-to-Church Sunday! 

        9:00 AM: Laying of Wreath      

        10:00 AM: Rite II Sung Eucharist  (choir returns!) with Blessings of the Back  

         packs.     After church: Parish Picnic and Ministry Table   

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

Join Our Team! 

If you have time to spare on 
Friday, August 19th in the late 
afternoon, or on Saturday, Au-
gust 20th in the morning to 
late afternoon, then we are 
looking to hire you!  (Well not 

really hire, more like volunteer…..)  As you 
know, on Saturday, August 20th, we are hav-
ing our annual tag sale in the church yard.  We 
have openings on our “Set-up team,” our 
“Sales Force” and our “Closing Team.”  The pay 
is terrible, but the benefits are great! 

Please come out and support our church fund-
raising event and maybe lend a hand. It is a 
fun way to spend a few hours and help with 
our fundraising efforts.   If you are interested, 
there will be sign-up sheets posted at the 
church or you can contact Eileen Barrett, Cindy 
Johnson or Mark Strunsky for more infor-
mation. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go 

online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/

coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to 
sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour.  Sign-up from 

home or check to see when you signed up to do 
coffee hour.   Sometimes, signing up for coffee 
hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I 

bake, bring or buy?  If providing a snack for coffee 
hour intimidates you there is another 

way to help out.  We are in need of 
dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, 
spoons, creamers and coffee.   Dona-

tions can be dropped off in the board-
room.  As always, thank you for all 

that you do for Grace Church. 

The curtains in the parish hall have been 
up almost two years now and are in 
need of washing.  This would require 

taking them down, washing them, and 
putting them back.  We think maybe 

they could be hung back up damp and 
not need ironing.  It would be great if the 
windows got washed while the curtains 
are down.  And this is not a job for a hot 
day; maybe a fall job.  We are wondering 

if there are any volunteers who might 
want to do this?  If so, please let us 

know. 
Kathryn, Joyce and Marj 

G reen thumbs want-
ed!  I am hoping to arrange 

for volunteers to weed our garden before the upcom-
ing Tag Sale.  If you can help, please shoot me an 
email at jbar1021@gmail.com.  Thank you. ~Joe Barrett 

On July 31st, at a 

very festive 10:30 

coffee hour, we 

celebrated Ade 

Oluwasusi’s 60th 

birthday! 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com


  Blessing of the Animals: Collection 
for Pets Alive  

Save the date! On October 2nd, we will be having a 
Blessing of the Animals in the courtyard at 2:00 PM.  
We are looking forward to meeting our extended 
family of dogs, cats, snakes, lizards, turtles, ham-
sters, guinea pigs, unicorns, tigers, panda bears or 
other animals that share your home and life. In their 
honor, we will be collecting items for Pets Alive in 
Middletown. While we will be compiling a list of 
items and ways to donate to this cause (let me know 
if you would like to be a part of this conversation 
gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com), I thought it 
might be nice for you to know that there is an easy 
and yummy way to help an area business and Pets 
Alive if you are downtown on Saturday, August 
13th.  On the 13th, 10% of all the proceeds at Sugar 
Shack that day will go to Pets Alive. So you can do 
good and get a treat at the same time! ~Mother Ruth 

Anne 

Collection of Used/ Clean Pill Bottles  
We are living in a time when we can be easily overwhelmed by all the negative and frightening things that 
are going on in our world…and so, I often find it helpful to think of just doing the next right thing, and 
sometimes, about finding and doing something that may seem exceedingly small but that can have a huge 
impact. I invite you to join me in this easy way to be of help to many folks in developing countries where, 
if medicine is available, it often has to be taken home in bits of paper, leaves or in someone’s pockets.  

The Matthew 25 Ministries has given us a way to get our old pill bottles to medical clinics in areas in need. 
I particularly love this opportunity to give because it gives new life to something we either throw away or 
recycle. If you are interested in helping please look for the receptacles in the church and the board room.  

Information for those wanting to donate:  

Acceptable collection items include: 

Prescription and over-the-counter pill bottles 
Large and small pill bottles 
Pill Bottles with and without secure caps (child resistant) 

Pill bottles that are not appropriate to include with shipments of medical supplies are recycled for cash 
that goes towards Matthew 25: Ministries’ programs. If you wish to prepare bottles for shipment rather 
than recycling, please adhere to the following guidelines: 

Bottles included in shipments of medical supplies must have an all-plastic lid. 
Sort bottles by color and type. 
Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. 
Wash bottles in very hot water and dish soap.  
Rinse and dry thoroughly.  
Replace lids on clean, dried bottles. 
Place clean, recapped bottles in large ziplock bags marked “Clean Bottles.” These will be blended with 

medical supplies.  ~Mother Ruth Anne 

City Streets 

This week’s City Streets photograph was featured 

as Cable 6’s Picture of the Day on July 26th.  This 

beautiful photograph was taken by Kathryn Parker.  

~Joe Barrett 

mailto:gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com.


 

Welcome-Back-to-Church Sunday 
On September 11th, we will be celebrating the 168th 
Anniversary of the consecration of Grace Church, 
beginning a new year of the Choir, and celebrating 
the life and ministries of the Church. On this date we 
will observe the laying of the wreath at Elisha P. 
Wheeler’s grave and, immediately following the ser-
vice of Holy Eucharist, Rite II, we will have a time of 
fellowship and fun at the Parish Picnic and Ministry 
Sign Up. All ministry chairs are invited to provide 
material about their ministries and a sign-up sheet 
for those interested in learning more for placement 
on the ministry table.  Please mark your calendars 
now to share in this day which witnesses to the 
church’s continuing vital work in our Middletown 
community.  Let our commitment to spreading 
God’s love, peace and justice in our lives and in our 
communities honor the men and women who died 
in the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. 
                  ~Mother Ruth Anne 

Why do Episcopalians leave the first 6 or so pews empty?  (This article is a 

repeat.) 
If the church crashes, the first pews are the most dangerous. 

Mother Ruth Anne might call on you if you sit too close. 

You want to stay away from the Thurifer in case sparks fly. 

It’s easier to make a fast getaway if you sit near the exit. 

You want to sit with your friends. 

You remember a time, perhaps at a wedding, when the first 
pews were Reserved and you never really got over it. 

You want to be near the air conditioner. 

You know that one of those pews up front squeaks, but you 
forget which one. 

You’re having a bad hair day and hopefully no one will notice if you sit in the back. 

You’re only a regular weekly visitor, not a “real” parishioner. 

You are terrified that someone will notice you and ask you to run for vestry. 

P lease remember to take a look at the 

Goodshop Program 

(www.goodshop.com).  You just might like it! 

 

http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/


 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Nancy Karp  Nek4@cornell.edu  

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

August 18, 2016 starting at 7:30 pm.   

All are invited to attend! 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the June 16, 2016 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the May 19, 2016 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To all who serve or want to serve: 
I have started a monthly training for anyone who 

would like to begin serving on 
the altar or become a reader or 
Intercessor.  This will also be a 
good time for people who cur-
rently serve, but would like to 
try something new, or who want 
a refresher. The next session will 
be Sunday, August 21st, after 
the 10:30 Mass.  If you would 
prefer to serve at the 8 a.m. ser-

vice, please let me know and I will schedule a time 
after that service.  ~Claire Newquist 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JP1SWdB31q3BZvuGGENocnZvJP7XPZqjVFsx1Pz7nqg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JP1SWdB31q3BZvuGGENocnZvJP7XPZqjVFsx1Pz7nqg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
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