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“They are skilled in
doing evil, but do
not know how to do
good.”
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday September 11th: Welcome-Back-to-Church Sunday! Please note

there will only be one service at 10:00 AM
9:00 AM: Laying of Wreath
10:00 AM: Rite II Sung Eucharist (choir returns!) with Blessings of the
Backpacks. After church: Parish Picnic and Ministry Table
Thursday September 15th: 6:30 PM: Mass
7:30 Vestry Meeting in Board Room
Sunday September 18th: First Day of Sunday School @ 10:30!
1:00 Adult Education resumes with Mr. Tim Powers
9:15 and 1:00 - Book Group
Sunday October 2nd: Blessing of the animals in the churchyard @ 2:00 PM
Sunday October 23rd: Commitment Sunday
Crop Walk

Welcome-Back-to-Church Sunday
On September 11th, we will be celebrating the 168th
Anniversary of the consecration of Grace Church, beginning a new year of the Choir, and celebrating the
life and ministries of the Church. On this date we will
observe the laying of the wreath at Elisha P.
Wheeler’s grave and, immediately following the service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II, we will have a time of
fellowship and fun at the Parish Picnic and Ministry
Sign Up. All ministry chairs are invited to provide material about their ministries and a sign-up sheet for
those interested in learning more for placement on
the ministry table. Please mark your calendars now
to share in this day which witnesses to the church’s
continuing vital work in our Middletown community.
Let our commitment to spreading God’s love, peace
and justice in our lives and in our communities honor
the men and women who died in the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001. ~Mother Ruth Anne

Hi Church School Students and
Parents:
Just a reminder that Sunday School will begin
on September 18th. For our first class of the
school year, we will be meeting upstairs in the
parish hall at 10:30. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact me at
j.cusack@usa.net or (845) 355-6130. Thank you.
~John Cusack

Aprons
At our recent Tag Sale, we debuted our new Grace Church Aprons! At all of our fundraising functions we will all be wearing red aprons to signal to everyone who attends
that we are members of the congregation and we are here to help! A supply of these
red aprons will be kept on hand to be used by those who are volunteering. However,
I also have a supply of red, black and blue aprons that are available for purchase for
those who want to bring a little "grace" home with them. The cost of the aprons is
$20. If you are interested in purchasing an apron, please see me after each Mass or
contact me via email: little.red63@gmail.com ~Eileen Barrett
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P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

Coffee Hour Fellowship

Try out our new audio
mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday
Mass live.
No matter
where you
are you can
join us in
worship.

Just click here!

Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on
the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee
hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when
you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes,
signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming
-- How much do I bake, bring or buy? If providing a snack for
coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help
out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks,
spoons, creamers and coffee. Donations can be dropped off
in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for
Grace Church.

Top Ten Reasons to Join the Choir
1. It’s cheaper than therapy.
2. Great seats for the homily.
3. Free pencils.
4. You get to use the “express” line at the Pearly Gates.
5. It’s a great way to meet women.
6. It’s a great way to meet men.
7. You get to receive communion first, before the chalice gets all germy.
8. The ushers skip us when they take the collection.
9. You can sing “Me-me-me-me-meeeee!”, and nobody will think you are egotistical.
10. It’s gluten-free.

An Invitation To Joe’s Play!
When Joe Gayton isn’t singing in our choir, he can often be found on one of the Hudson Valley’s many
community theater stages. For the next three weekends, you can see him in his latest role in Neil Simon’s
Laughter on the 23rd Floor, at the County Players Falls Theatre in Wappingers Falls, a 45-minute drive from
Grace. ~Mike Saunders

September 11th
Fifteen years ago, four commercial jets were used as weapons to attack our state and our country. Thousands of people died that day, in New York City, Washington DC and a field in Pennsylvania. After the
World Trade Center towers collapsed on September 11, 2001, dust and debris covered streets and buildings for many blocks around the site. In the terror and confusion of that day and the days that followed,
survivors searched frantically for word on missing loved ones while others recognized the inevitability of
the circumstances, realizing that there was no hope for the survival of some. Both those still with hope and those who already
knew the worst used what was available to either seek information on the missing or pay tribute to those who had died.
One of the mediums used was the dust which covered everything. From the destruction of the buildings came a means of
communicating either a message of hope or a message of tribute. I see these messages as a symbol of resiliency. With destruction and
death all
around, those
in the center of the storm turned a little bit of that destruction into something else, a way to express what
they were feeling.
Please take a moment this Sunday to remember the
events of that day and the people of that day, both
those who perished and those who were left behind.
Perhaps some time in quiet reflection or maybe some
time in prayer? In whatever way you choose to reflect,
it is the remembering part that is most important. ~Joe Barrett

Our Bountiful Harvest
Are you counting your blessings? For the last two weeks you may have read my introduction to this year’s
Stewardship theme “Our Bountiful Harvest” as an opportunity to take stock of the blessings in our lives
and to give thanks for those blessings. I have been doing that this past week or so and I have discovered
something interesting. Some of my blessings have come to me following disappointments, rejections, loss
or pain. It seems that I needed to experience periods of darkness before a blessing was bestowed upon
me. Psalm 65 tells us in part: you crown your year with your bounty, your wagon tracks overflow with
richness. As you go forward counting your blessings, don’t forget to include the tough times in your life.
They may have been a blessing as well. ~Rick Scott
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ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
September 15, 2016 starting at 7:30
pm. All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the June 16, 2016
Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the May 19, 2016
Vestry meeting, click here.
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