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"If you had faith the size
of a mustard seed, you
could say to this mulberry
tree, `Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,' and it
would obey you.”

Sunday October 2nd
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

2ND CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

BETH MAISONET

O.T. LECTOR

BEVERLY BAILEY

N.T. LECTOR

BETH MAISONET

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

KAROL BAILEY
10:30 AM

“We don’t receive wisdom; we
must discover it for ourselves
after a journey that no one can
take for us or spare us.”
Marcel Proust

SUBDEACON

LENORA VAUGHN

M.C.

TIM POWERS

THURIFER

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

CRUCIFER

DAVID BROKAW

ACOLYTE 1

MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

EILEEN BARRETT

O.T. LECTOR

MIKE SAUNDERS

N.T. LECTOR

LILLY GUARDINO

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

OUR BOUNTIFUL HARVEST
This week I am going to ask you to help me decorate a tree. No, not a Christmas tree – a Blessing tree.
This Sunday when you arrive at church, you will be given a paper leaf along with your Mass bulletin. On
this leaf, write down one of your many blessings. After Mass find the bare limbed tree located somewhere in the parish house (place to be determined) and add your leaf to the tree. I am sure you will have
many more blessings so there will be more leaves available to you. You don’t have to put your name on
these leaves unless you want to. You may put someone else’s name if they are a blessing to you. I will be
there if you have any questions and to help you add it to the tree.
This will be a wonderful and concrete way to see just how many blessings we have amongst all of our parishioners. Let’s see just how full we can make this tree. ~Rick Scott

Upcoming Events
Sunday October 2nd:

Sunday School will meet in the church @ 10:30 AM to process in
Book Group meets in Mother Ruth Anne’s office @ 9:15 AM & 1:00 PM
Bible Study on Genesis meets in the Lady Chapel
Blessing of the animals in the churchyard @ 2:00 PM (rain location: Parish House lobby)
Soup Kitchen Benefit Concert @ 3:00 PM

Monday October 3rd:

Office Closed -- Staff Training

Friday October 7th:

Office Closed

Monday October 10th:

Office Closed-- Columbus Day

Wednesday October 19th:

No Wednesday Eucharist --Mother Ruth Anne at Diocesan Clergy Day

Saturday October 22nd:

Harvest Dinner Dance - please see Phyllis Guardino or any Guild of St.
Margaret's board member for tickets/additional tickets, ads and other
information

Sunday October 23rd:

Commitment Sunday
Crop Walk @ 1:30 PM
GMIC Talent Show (benefiting the GMIC Warming Station)@ 2:30 PM please see Phyllis Guardino or Mother Ruth Annd for tickets

Aprons
At our recent Tag Sale, we debuted our new Grace Church Aprons! At all of our fundraising functions we will all be wearing red aprons to signal to everyone who attends
that we are members of the congregation and we are here to help! A supply of these
red aprons will be kept on hand to be used by those who are volunteering. However,
I also have a supply of red, black and blue aprons that are available for purchase for
those who want to bring a little "grace" home with them. The cost of the aprons is
$20. If you are interested in purchasing an apron, please see me after each Mass or
contact me via email: little.red63@gmail.com ~Eileen Barrett

Try out our new
audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No
matter where you are you can
join us in worship.

Just click here!

GMIC Variety Show
The Greater Middletown Interfaith Council is sponsoring a variety show starting at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday,
October 23rd at the Orange Hall Theater on the campus of SUNY Orange. Proceeds from the show will benefit the Community Warming Station, which provides safe overnight shelter for homeless men and women during the winter months. The theme of this year’s show is “We Can Be Kind”.
The coördinators of the show are currently looking for people who would like to share their talents with a
receptive, supportive audience. I know our parish is blessed with many enthusiastic singers based on what
I hear on Sunday mornings, but it's a variety show, so if you have another talent that I don't know about
(belly dancing, ventriloquism, juggling…), feel free to dust off your finger cymbals, dummy, or chain saws,
as the case may be. The show will include several selections sung by the Interfaith Choir, led by Rob
Abramson of North Congregational Church and accompanied by Gail Johnson of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
It promises to be a very entertaining afternoon, and a fun way to support a potentially life-saving sanctuary right here in Middletown. If you have a talent you would like to share, or if you would like to sing in
the Interfaith Choir, please let me know. If you would prefer to leave your light under a bushel until next
year, I hope to see you in the audience!
Mike Saunders
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

The Evolution of our Sound System
A sound system at Grace Church was resisted for years because no one wanted to
deface our beautiful sanctuary by attaching speakers to the walls and most people
thought the church was small enough that we didn’t need a sound system. There
were enough people who couldn’t hear well, however, that finally a sound system
was installed. It involved a wireless transmitter inside the organ pipes chamber
and individual earpiece receivers that fit over one ear. It was not a popular solution as people seemed to
be self-conscious about wearing the earpieces. Then, about 15 years or so ago, Carla and I decided to contribute a Carvin PA system to replace the earpiece system which nobody was using. It had a good sound
and we set a couple of unobtrusive white speakers on two of the windowsills and ran wiring under the
carpet and along walls.
In recent years, that system’s deficiencies became obvious with good sound not reaching the transepts or
altar and the general quality of sound having to be compromised due to feedback. Also, messy wiring
bothered yours truly after so many years of seeing it. The experience of working with that system gave us
the courage and know-how to go to the next level with our current system. Aided by the expert advice of
sound engineer Tim Cosman, our coworker and IT guy at Educational Music Service, we devised this system. It has four wired speakers instead of having two wireless speakers in the transepts. All wiring runs
down through the floor and across the undercroft where it meets the sound equipment over in the choir
area. There are no longer any components of the system in the organ chamber. It has a high quality amplifier, a speaker control system that includes equalization and feedback elimination, a nifty power sequencer that turns on the various components with a 1-second delay in between each, and a high quality
Shure gooseneck microphone on the eagle, where readings are done.
For all who read at the eagle or make announcements from there, here is some advice on using that microphone. The end of the microphone needs to be pointed at the corner of your mouth. It can be as much
as 12-14 inches away from your mouth, but it’s a very directional microphone and needs to be pointed
toward your mouth. Tall people, since you don’t talk through your belly button, please feel free to adjust
the direction of the mic. The last 6 inches of it are flexible and you can just bend it upward slightly. It
might be polite to then bend it back down when finished. Same for kids and other short people.
I’m enjoying the good sound and I hope you are too. On the rare occasion that you aren’t in church on a
Sunday morning, don’t forget to listen on our website! ~Don Boyer

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when you
signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming
-- How much do I bake, bring or buy? If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you
there is another way to help out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers
and coffee. Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for

Dear Friends:
I am looking for a few volunteers to write short letters that will be read (hopefully by the writer) at our
10:30 service on October 2nd. In the coming months, we will be having some special observations and
activities on Children and Youth Sundays which we hope will engage all of us of all ages. On October 2nd,
I hope to have various folks (hopefully at least a couple of youth) read short letters that they write in the
vein of 2nd Timothy which was a last letter that Paul wrote to his student/ protégé Timothy when he was
in prison in Rome – answering the question:
If you were to write a goodbye letter to a church or spiritual friend what would you like to share with
them about your faith?
The gospel appointed for that day, for example, talks about the power of a faith of a mustard seed—what
would you tell folks about faith in Jesus? How has it changed your life and why is it important?
Please let me know if you are willing to write a short letter about your faith – I would need these letters
back by Wednesday of next week.
Here are the readings for October 2nd:
Habbakkuk 1:1-4’c 2:1-4
Psalm 37:1-10
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10
~Mother Ruth Anne

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Within the coming week, a copy of The Executive Survey Summary of Grace Parish Profile
will be e-mailed to parishioners, via the e-mail
address that was used to send the link to the
survey. If you would like a paper copy, please
contact Allison McLean at (845) 321-4798 or
John Cusack at (845) 978-2351.
Thank you for your continued support and
prayers. ~Allison & John

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News

Click Here

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
September 22, 2016 starting at 7:30
pm. All are invited to attend!

Grace
Church
Calendar

To read the highlights of the June 16, 2016
Vestry meeting, click here.

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

To read the highlights of the July 21, 2016
Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

