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“All who exalt themselves will be humbled,
but all who humble
themselves will be
exalted."

Sunday October 23rd
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

2ND CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

ACOLYTE

JANET CUSACK

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR

BETH MAISONET
JANET CUSACK
PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

BOB SEEKAMP
10:30 AM

“We have probed the earth, excavated it,
burned it, ripped things from it, buried
things in it, chopped down its forests,
leveled its hills, muddied its waters, and
dirtied its air. That does not fit my definition of a good tenant. If we were here
on a month-to-month basis, we would
have been evicted long ago.”
-Rose Bird

SUBDEACON

RICK SCOTT

M.C.

TORRY GUARDINO

THURIFER

TIM POWERS

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

EILEEN BARRETT
CLAIRE NEWQUIST

ACOLYTE 2

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

TIM POWERS
TORRY GUARDINO
JOSEPH BARRETT
MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

Grace Church Vestry Stewardship Statement - 2016
We believe God is the gracious giver of all that we are and all that we have, and calls us into a journey rebuking fear and moving toward wholeness.
We commit to struggle together honestly to examine our faith, our relationship to God, to each other, and
to our gifts, financial and otherwise.
We commit to share our own vision of stewardship, and to talk openly about money.
We have committed to lead by example by pledging a prayerfully considered proportion of our income to
the mission and ministry of Grace Church.
We commit ourselves and our resources to the maintenance of our house, both the spiritual and the physical.
We invite you to join us in prayerful reflection on God’s grace and love.
We invite you to join us in our journey of faith and commitment.
Torry Guardino, Senior Warden
Claire Newquist, Junior Warden
Janet Cusack, Treasurer
Rick Scott, Stewardship Chair
Eileen Barrett, Vestry
Liz Bloomer, Vestry
Lisa DeNisco, Vestry
Connie Herm, Vestry
Andrew Higgins, Vestry
Allison McLean, Vestry
Adewunmi Oluwasusi, Vestry
Sue Scott, Vestry
Mark Strunsky, Vestry

Upcoming Events
Saturday October 22nd:

Harvest Dinner Dance - please see Phyllis or a Guild of St. Margaret's
board member for tickets/additional tickets, ads and other information.

Sunday October 23rd:

Commitment Sunday
Sunday School meet in the church @ 10:30 AM to process in.
Bible Study on Genesis will meet in the Lady Chapel.
Crop Walk @ 1:30 PM
GMIC Talent Show @ 2:30 PM - benefiting the GMIC Warming Station.
Please see Phyllis or Mother Ruth Anne for tickets.

Sunday October 30th:

One combined service @ 10:00 AM
Café Grâce following the service - for planning purposes, please sign up
beforehand if possible.

Friday and Saturday November 4th & 5th: 240th Annual Diocesan Convention
Sunday November 6th:

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS!
Holy Baptisms at 10:30 service-- help us welcome our newly baptized!

Friday November 11th:

Set up for Crafte Faire begins @ 4:30 PM

Saturday November 12th:

Grace Church's Merrie Olde Crafte Faire from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
8:00 AM - Volunteers please arrive early
9:00 AM - Crafte Faire, Grandma's Attic and Gift Basket goods go on sale!
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Fish and Chips Dinner (get ticket ahead of time!)
3:00 PM - British High Tea //Clean up begins!

OUR BOUNTIFUL HARVEST
This Sunday is Commitment Sunday. You should have received your 2017 pledge card via the US Post
Office by now and are prayerfully considering your offering for the coming year. But why? Why should
we go through all of this anyway? Scripture tells us we should be tithing, yes we know that, but why
should we have to fill out a card? Why can’t we just give what we give each week and be done with it? In
researching this issue for myself, I came upon a couple of statements of pledging that I would like to share
with you. My words are in parentheses.
Parishioners at Trinity Episcopal Church in Boston have learned that, Recognizing the grace we experience
in our daily lives, responding with the practice of gratitude, and sharing what we have so that God’s grace
might grow lies at the heart of our Christian journey. At Trinity (Grace), we invite you to enter more deeply
into the practice of gratitude by making a pledge of financial support to our common life and ministries.
Your commitment in response to God’s blessings (Our Abundant Harvest) makes a tangible impact on our
worship, community life, and outreach to our neighbors.
A pledge is your commitment to make a financial gift that supports the mission of Trinity (Grace) Church.
Pledging is a response to God’s call and abundance in our own lives: it is a statement of thanksgiving.
And…
From St. Timothy’s Episcopal church in Fort Worth, we learn that, Our pledge is a sign of our commitment
to carrying out the work, which Christ has commanded us to do in the world. It is a sign that we recognize
the many Blessings (Our Abundant Harvest) we share here at St Timothy's (Grace), and that they are important to us. It says that we realize where these Blessings come from, and it is part of the way that we
ask God that they continue.”
Recognizing the grace responding with gratitude and sharing what we have is the heart of our Christian
journey. Sharing what we have with your parish family helps us carry out the work of Christ in ways we
cannot do ourselves. Without you; your time, your talent and your financial contributions, we are unable
to do that work. Our annual pledge allows the parish leaders to plan for the coming year, but they cannot
do that without knowing the resources available. So, while regularly putting money into the plate is very
important to the budget, it does not help the planning process for the new year and some of the “graces”
we enjoy at Grace may not get funded.
We are in the middle of the process of calling a new rector to Grace. Of the many aspects of Grace the
candidate will be looking at is the level of pledging. In the past years that level has been less than 80%
here at Grace, which is less than diocesan expectations and goals. This year I would like to get that figure
as close to 100% as we can. That would be a powerful example of who we are at Grace and reflect the
wonderful Christian community that we are. ~Rick Scott

Blessings
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been blessed, for the
second time, with donations of many beautiful shawls
made by a friend of one of our parishioners. We received the donation on Sunday, just in time for the
blessing. Not only that, but we discovered that the
Sanctuary Lamp was dedicated to this ministry today. How blessed we are! ~Kathryn Parker

A combination of shawls made by our donor along with
shawls made by us.

Aprons
At our recent Tag Sale, we debuted our new Grace Church Aprons! At all of our
fundraising functions we will all be wearing red aprons to signal to everyone who
attends that we are members of the congregation and we are here to help! A supply of these red aprons will be kept on hand to be used by those who are volunteering. However, I also have a supply of red, black and blue aprons that are available for purchase for those who want to bring a little "grace" home with
them. The cost of the aprons is $20. If you are interested in purchasing an apron,
please see me after each Mass or contact me via email: little.red63@gmail.com

Ice Crystals
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
The Spirit clearly says that in the latter times some people will turn away from the faith.--1 Tim.
4:1 (CEB)
Secularism. As Mother Ruth Anne has said in her homilies, it is happening now, in our own time.
Only a few years ago, most Americans attended one church or another. Now, most do not. Most people
were familiar with common Bible quotes and references to major figures in both the Old and New Testaments. Now such quotes and references draw blank stares of incomprehension.
Many younger Americans (I believe Mother Ruth Anne said 49% of Millennials) can now ask in
honest puzzlement what good Christianity has ever done. Just to pick a few items at random: they are
unaware that public schools were started in this country because church leaders wanted all children to be
able to read the Bible, that many major colleges and universities, including Yale and Harvard, began as
colleges to train clergymen. They probably never stop to ask where St. Luke’s Hospital or ColumbiaPresbyterian got their names from.
When people brought children to Jesus, He embraced and blessed them, laying His hands on them.
Through the centuries, families brought their children to church hoping that they would come to know
Jesus and of His great love for them. However, in the middle of the twentieth century, many parents,
who sincerely believed but wanted their children to grow up free to make their own choice of church,
failed to realize that children exposed to no church would make “no church” their de facto choice. At
about the same time, schools, frantic to separate church from state, stripped not only Christmas carols,
decorations, plays, and trees from their classrooms, but any reference to religion in their history, social
studies, and global studies, as well, leaving children to think that religion was either unimportant or only
figured negatively in violent wars, like the Crusades. Boards of Education that require Sunday morning
sports activities, and employers who require employees to work on Sundays have contributed to the difficulties church-going people face.
We have come a long way from when many of us in college were told that all respectable people
went to church, and that as professional members of a community we would be expected to do so. I remember one professor, facing a classroom of students--of whom most were unfamiliar with any church-gave us a list of acceptable churches in the various regions of the country: Congregationalist in New England, Baptist in the South, Lutheran in the Midwest, etc. He ended by saying, “And of course, it’s always
acceptable to be an Episcopalian anywhere!”
Mother Ruth Anne has told us about an online “3-Minute Retreat.” And recently in one of their
little retreats (“Faith Is Strength”), they said that we are living in a world much like that of St. Paul’s time
when “living a Christian life was a conscious choice and was not supported by society at large.” I find that
both frightening and challenging.
If you wish to check out the retreats, they are found at www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreatsdaily-online-prayer. You can scroll down and click on “archives” to see earlier ones, and can search for
even older ones, as well, by clicking on the link and filling in the search box.

Diocesan Strategic Plan, Proposed Canon Changes and Budget
The Episcopal Diocese of New York has finalized their Strategic Plan and has announced changes to the
canons (rules/laws) of the Diocese. If you are interested in reviewing the Strategic Plan, the Proposed
Budget, and the proposed changes to the canons, they are available on the Diocesan website. If you have
any problem finding them let Mother Ruth Anne know at gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com and a
copy will be forwarded to you. If you, after reading the materials have any questions or concerns please
speak to Mother Ruth Anne or Joe Barrett, Lay Delegate to the Convention as we will be representing
Grace at the 240th Diocesan Convention on November 4th and 5th. ~Mother Ruth Anne

CROP WALK
Date: October 23, 2016
Place: Fancher Davidge Park
Registration: begins at 12:30 PM
Walk begins at 1:30
Please sign up to walk for the 5K Crop Walk to be held on October 23, 2016. Join the Grace Episcopal Middletown team and our young members as they walk to support Middletown’s local community food pantries, St. Margaret’s Soup Kitchen, and worldwide hunger organizations. For more information, ask Mother
Ruth Anne or Allison McLean. We will have envelopes and donor forms available at Coffee Hour.

Try out our new audio
mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.

Just click here!

While I was chatting at coffee hour on Sunday, a
parishioner rushed in and said, “Kathryn, come see
this! Bring your camera!” As we entered the darkened church, she said, “Look at that window.” The
“Bright” window was indeed bright, with the sun
shining directly on it. ~Kathryn Parker

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Our Café Grâce round table discussion
will be held on October 30th following a
combined 10:00 AM Mass. Please
attend and add your voice to the
discussion!
Thank you for your continued support and
prayers. ~Allison & John

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News

Click Here

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
October 20, 2016 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!

Grace
Church
Calendar

To read the highlights of the August 18,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

To read the highlights of the July 21, 2016
Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

