November 13, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“Brothers and sisters, do not be weary
in doing what is
right."

Sunday November 13th
TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

ACOLYTE

JANET CUSACK

ACOLYTE

JANET CUSACK

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR

CARLA BOYER
JANET CUSACK
LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“Life is short, and we do not have too
much time to gladden the hearts of those
who travel with us, so be quick to love
and make haste to be kind. And may
the blessing of the One who made us, the
One who loves us, and the One who travels with us, be with you and those you
love this day and always. Amen”
~A benediction by Dr. Edmund Jones adapted
from words by philosopher and writer Henri Frederic
Amiel

SUBDEACON

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

M.C.

TIM POWERS

THURIFER

DAVID BROKAW

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

TORRY GUARDINO
LENORA VAUGHAN

ACOLYTE 2

MARLENE PRESLEY

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

LOURDES CRUZ
MIKE SAUNDERS
MARK STRUNSKY
MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

PATTY LEWIS

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

Update on Christian education
Course Proposal
“Heavenly Sacred Music Highs”
As announced in the Epistle, this sequence of 10 classes for those with interest in becoming acquainted
with some of the great works in the sacred music repertoire is open to anyone in the community. The classes are independent, not cumulative in nature.
Plans now are for an early 2017 beginning of the sessions here at Grace Church, after Christmas and the
worst of the winter weather are behind us.
Please make your interest and suggestions regarding
the course known to Boyd. We will keep you posted on
developments relating to this opportunity during the
interim before the course begins.

D

id you know that Grace Church has
a Facebook profile? If you are on
Facebook and have not been to our page yet,
please visit us at Grace Episcopal Church on
Facebook and “like” our page. It's a great
way to keep in touch!

Try out our new audio
mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.

Just click here!

Upcoming Events
Friday November 11th:

Set up for Crafte Faire begins @ 3:00 PM
Happy Veteran’s Day!

Saturday November 12th:

Grace Church's Merrie Olde Crafte Faire from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
8:00 AM - Volunteers please arrive early
9:00 AM - Crafte Faire, Grandma's Attic and Gift Basket goods go on sale!
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Fish and Chips Dinner (get ticket ahead of time!)
3:00 PM - British High Tea/Clean up begins!

Thursday November 17th:

6:30 PM Service
7:30 PM Vestry Meeting

Tuesday November 22nd:

7:00 PM Greater Middletown Interfaith Thanksgiving Service @ Temple
Sinai
Wednesday November 23rd: 10:00 AM - Mass will be followed by a Thanksgiving get-together (no turkey or stuffing haha!)
Thursday, November 24th: Happy Thanksgiving! (Office Closed)
Sunday, November 27th:

First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 4th:

Celebration of St. Nicholas Day. A visitation by the Bishop of Myra at the
10:30 AM service.

Tuesday, December 6th:

Five Guys Fundraiser from 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM

T

his past Sunday at 10:30 Mass we gathered to welcome Michael Joseph Fizsimmons, Abigail Johnson,
Faith Kathleen Fuchs and John Fletcher Fuchs into the Communion of Saints!

Aprons
At our recent Tag Sale, we
debuted our new Grace
Church Aprons! At all of
our fundraising functions
we will all be wearing red
aprons to signal to everyone who attends that we
are members of the congregation and we are here
to help! A supply of these red aprons will
be kept on hand to be used by those who
are volunteering. However, I also have a
supply of red, black and blue aprons that
are available for purchase for those who
want to bring a little "grace" home with
them. The cost of the aprons is $20. If you
are interested in purchasing an apron,
please see me after each Mass or contact
me via email: little.red63@gmail.com
~Eileen Barrett

Marine Base
Twentynine Palms
Barracks rise from brown
desert,
an oasis in the sand.
Young faces dressed in
camouflage
train in the sunshine.
Light armored vehicles and
tanks
sit at the ready.
An old marine
out
for a late afternoon run.
The miles pass
slowly,
under his feet.
Memories of old
cadences
fill his thoughts.
Evening colors at sunset,
music
sounds, pause the run.
Face the music,
stand
at attention, run again.
Fading musical notes and darkness
cover
the base, like a blanket.
~Joe Barrett

O

n the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, at the 10 AM
Healing Mass, the Thanksgiving Liturgy will be used. Afterward,
a potluck is planned, with offerings similar to coffee hour or an
early lunch. We hope that anyone who is available then can
join us. Mass is at 10 AM.

Urgent Need For Drivers To Doctors Appointments
In Orange County, many older adults and adults with disabilities
are choosing to age in place in the comfort of their own homes
and enjoy their independence. Many older adults can’t drive
and often skip doctor’s appointments and have difficulty getting
their groceries. Providing a ride to a medical appointment can
foster better physical and mental health for them. Grocery
shopping for a neighbor can mean the difference between
eating canned soups every day and having fresh produce to
make a salad. The Friendly Visitor Program trains and matches
volunteers with neighbors to help them continue to live independently. Just an hour a week can make a significant impact.
Will you volunteer and make a difference in a neighbor’s life?
Do you know someone who could use the services?
Volunteer trainings have been scheduled in the following communities:
November 9th

10:00 am

December 6th
10:00 am
*Desmond Campus for Adult Enrichment

Montgomery
Newburgh

The dates listed are part one of two part training. Our doors are
open to the entire community and all ages are welcome. Call
Paula Blumenau at 845-341-1173, extension 305, to register for
the September 30, 2016 training or for more information.
Contact: Paula Blumenau

Happy 241st Marines!
"On November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress approved the resolution
to establish two battalions of Marines
able to fight for independence at sea
and on shore. This date marks the official formation of the Continental Marines."

Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator
Pblumenau@jfsorange.org
845-341-1173 ext.305
FAX – 845-342-6436
Jewish Family Service of Orange County
720 Route 17M
Middletown, N.Y. 10940

Happy Veteran’s Day To Our Grace Church Veterans

SSgt Michael Edwards
US Air Force
1951 - 1955

Spec 5 Darrell Callahan
PA National Guard
1957 - 1963

PFC Douglas Porto
US Army
1952 - 1953

Sgt Robert Smith
NJ & PA National Guard
1957 - 1963

Sgt Kenneth Carpenter
US Marine Corps
1955 - 1959

Corporal Fred Startup
US Army
1956 - 1958

Capt Carole Muller
US Air Force
1962 - 1969
SSgt David Brokaw
US Air Force
1965 - 1969

Hospital Corpsman 2nd
Louis Morse
US Navy
1971 - 1973
Airman 1st Class Rick Scott
US Air Force
1966 - 1970

Major Thomas Gorman
NY Army National Guard
1974 to 2006

Sgt Thomas Mollicone
US Air Force
1966 - 1970

Sgt David Catizone
US Marines
1979 - 1983

Sgt Joseph Barrett
US Marines
1974 - 1978

SSgt Robert Newquist
US Marines
2006 - Present

Lt JG Kyle Lux
US Navy
2014 - Present

“on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month”

2016 Diocesan Convention
This past Friday and Saturday, Mother Ruth Anne and I represented Grace Church at the 240th Convention
of the Episcopal Diocese of New York in Tarrytown. Much business was conducted over the course of
these two days including discussion and voting on Canonical changes and the 2017 Diocesan Budget. Additionally, we elected candidates to various Diocesan Committees
and Boards.
The Canonical resolutions presented to the Convention were part of
the Diocesan Strategic Plan, a year-long effort involving more than
seven hundred members of our Diocese. This process involved the
review of the existing diocesan Canons, Convention journals, financial statements, budgets, and diocesan policies and programs. It
included interviews with the bishops, bishops’ senior management,
and selected diocesan leaders as well as regional focus groups. A
challenging undertaking to say the least.
I am happy to report that, with the exception of an amendment
that would have changed the majority needed to amend a canon from two-thirds to a simple majority
which failed, all of the proposed Canonical changes passed unanimously. In addition, the 2017 Budget
passed without changes. For more information please visit the Diocesan web page at https://
www.dioceseny.org/2016-diocesan-convention/. ~Joe Barrett
Photos clockwise from top:
Bishop Dietsche addresses
the convention; a selfie
with Bishop Mary Glasspool and Mother Ruth
Anne and I as the Convention comes to a close.

L

ast Sunday the church school children made and decorated big glasses for folks to wear (see below
photos) and paper plate halos to illustrate how baptism changes us based on this prayer from
Ephesians:
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
for us who believe, according to the working of his
great power. God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above
all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the
head over all things for the church, which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Sound in Vestments
This is only the second edition of what I am hoping will be a weekly column, and already I have to make a
correction. Last week, I identified All Saints’ Day as the last of seven Principal Feasts of the liturgical year.
Here at Grace, we celebrate eight Principal Feasts. The holiest and most solemn of them all takes place
this Saturday: Ye Merrie Olde Crafte Faire and British Festival.
For the last four years, our choir has made a very important contribution to the Crafte Faire. We donate
the Middletown’s Best Pizza raffle prize: a $25 gift certificate from five different local pizzerias. I am responsible for quality control to ensure that it is, in fact, Middletown’s best pizza. This is a responsibility
that I take very seriously.
The drawing for this and five other valuable prizes will take place during the British High Tea on Saturday
afternoon. If you haven’t already, please turn in your ticket stubs and money to Eileen or Meg. Good luck!
As always, the Music Ministry has prepared offerings appropriate for The First Sunday after the Crafte
Faire, also known as Stale Scone Sunday:
This week’s offertory anthem is a setting of a 17th-century hymn, Wer nur den lieben Gott, composed by
Georg Neumark and arranged by David Cherwien, who is currently the Music Director of the National Lutheran Choir. It appears in The Hymnal 1982 as #635: “If thou but trust in God to guide thee…”. Although
it’s in a minor key, the melody is hauntingly beautiful and the text is very uplifting. You will find it especially comforting if, like me, you suffered a major disappointment this week.
Here are this week’s hymns:
7

“Christ whose glory fills the skies…”

413 “New songs of celebration render…”
This is a paraphrase of this week’s psalm, “Sing to the Lord a new song…”.
598

“Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth…”

665 “All my hope on God is founded…”
The music for this hymn was written especially for this text in 1930 by Dr. Herbert Howells, at the request
of a colleague who was the Director of Music at a nearby boarding school. Upon receiving the request, Dr.
Howells composed the hymn in its entirety while sitting at the breakfast table where he had been opening
the mail. He named the tune Michael, in memory of his son who had recently died of polio.
If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.
See you at the Crafte Faire!
Michael Saunders
Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

November 10, 2016
My Brothers and Sisters,
For many Americans, of both political parties, the results of the presidential election on Tuesday were a
surprise. It was not what was expected, or at least not what we were led to expect. We discover now the
depth and the breadth of the rift that divides and separates Americans one from another in ways that have
not been revealed by other elections. These differences, this divide, cannot and must not be simply
smoothed over in false hope of an easy reconciliation. Rather, the much harder task now lies before the
American people in our country, but also in our diocese, to really listen to one another, to hear one another's pain and fear, to understand one another, and by God's grace to find together the deeper hopes
and dreams which all human beings share, which might bind us more closely to one another, but which
have in fact driven us so far apart. This task may be our most urgent work now as a church.
Despair or gloating are unfaithful responses to this election for Christians. So is the hatred of those who
differ from us. But on the day after the election it must not be forgotten that a substantial amount of Mr.
Trump's rhetoric during the campaign was racist and misogynist, brutal and violent, anti-Muslim, antiimmigrant and sexually offensive. Too much of his public comment directly contravened the central principles of the Christian ethic and the accepted, shared values and virtues of the Episcopal Church. That rhetoric has occasioned extraordinary alarm. We pray that the heated language of the campaign will not follow
him into his presidency or inform his governance, but we also insist: it may not.
Last Saturday, at our diocesan convention, I suggested some basic principles of the Christian faith, derived
from the commandment to love God and love our neighbor, which are not debatable for Christians, and
which can and must guide the speech and actions of people of faith in public life. They are not partisan;
they favor no particular candidate or political party. They are of the very fabric of the Christian faith, and I
repeat them here:
The equality and dignity of all persons of every race and gender and sexual orientation, for we are
every one of us made in the image of God and redeemed by the One who took our flesh upon himself and dwelt among us. Who said, "I came that all may be one, as the Father and I are one."
The welcome of the stranger at the gate, remembering that once you were strangers in Egypt. And
more recently, immigrants on the American shore. Christians claim solidarity with the oppressed,
the vulnerable, the refugee and the outcast who stand at the gate and knock.
Compassion and relief for the poor, and economic justice for those who are shut out of the human
possibility of the abundant life, all in the name of the One who said, "When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Because they cannot repay
you."
A commitment to non-violence, and to peace, and to the sacrifice of self-interest for the sake of
that peace. Render to no one evil for evil. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.
And the gracious stewardship of creation and all that God has given into our hands.
(continued on next page)

Our call as Christians is always to hold ourselves to the standard of these principles, and as Christian citizens to hold our elected officials to the same standard. Mr. Trump will now be our president, and we pray
that God grace him with the wisdom and courage to rise to the high calling of his office, as we will also
pray that he be imbued with compassion for and understanding of every single person in America, for
whom he has now being given the responsibility of leadership and care. Our president, our elected officials, one another, and we ourselves will be held accountable for this. On this too much depends.

The Right Reverend Andrew M.L. Dietsche
Bishop of New York

The Right Reverend Allen K. Shin
Bishop Suffragan

The Right Reverend Mary D. Glasspool
Bishop Assistant

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News

Click Here

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
November 17, 2016 starting at 7:30
pm. All are invited to attend!

Grace
Church
Calendar

To read the highlights of the August 18,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

To read the highlights of the September 22,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

