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“Therefore you also
must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.”

Sunday November 27th
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00 AM
CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

ACOLYTE

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR

BETH MAISONET
CLAIRE NEWQUIST
PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

BOB SEEKAMP
10:30 AM

“I have tried to get God to follow my
own script, but it never seems to
work out very well. Such chutzpah
on my part. God is the producer,
the director, and the scriptwriter. My job is to be open and
obedient. Once we circumscribe
God to fit our script, we miss the
main plot of the play.” Forward Day by
Day, Friday, August 26, 2016

SUBDEACON

MARLENE PRESLEY

M.C.

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

THURIFER

TIM POWERS

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

DAVID BROKAW
CLAIRE NEWQUIST

ACOLYTE 2

EILEEN BARRETT

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

LORRAINE WITKOWSKI
PHYLLIS GUARDINO
JOSEPH BARRETT
JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

S

o we can pray and so we can help…

Dear Friends, we would just like to remind you
that if you are ever under-the-weather, in the
hospital or in the need of prayer, we want to be
there for you. We would like to visit you at home or in
the hospital for healing prayers and/or communion, so
please let us know. Do know, too, that we respect your
privacy and know that sometimes you might just need
time to rest and recuperate, so let us know if you would
like private prayers-- even if you do not wish to be visited or on the Sunday prayer list. When you are unwell, it
may be difficult for you to reach out, so do let your loved
ones know to contact us at the office if you would like us
to know. We are a church community both inside and
outside of the Church building and so want to support
you when you cannot make it to Church.

The City of Middletown has received a grant of
$10M and has created a survey to see how
those of us who come to downtown think it
should be spent. The survey can be accessed
here and takes less than 10 minutes to complete:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/middletownDRI

Try out our new audio
mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

Many blessings!

Just click here!

Mother Ruth Anne (and your Grace Church family!)

Upcoming Events
Thursday, November 24th: Happy Thanksgiving! (Office Closed)
Sunday, November 27th:

First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 4th:

Celebration of St. Nicholas Day. A visitation by the Bishop of Myra at the
10:30 AM service.

Tuesday, December 6th:

Five Guys Fundraiser from 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Wednesday, December 14th: No Wednesday service - Mother Ruth Anne on vacation
Thursday, December 15th:

Vestry meeting @ 7:30 PM. No Thursday service - Mother Ruth Anne on
vacation

ANOTHER SMALL GESTURE

HELP WANTED:

Mother Ruth Anne asked if any of us could
come up with some simple step like wearing the
safety pins to let people know we are safe people
and that people are safe with us.
After listening to Mayor Bill DeBlasio talking
about how welcoming New York City and, really, the
whole United States has been throughout our history, I kept thinking about Lady Liberty in the harbor
lifting her lamp beside the Golden Door. After all,
we are all immigrants, or the descendants of immigrants--even the ancestors of the “Native” Americans came across the Bering Strait from Asia.
I thought of the return address labels that
charities are always sending us, and it occurred to
me that if charities think putting kitties and doggies
or photos of the National Parks on such labels sends
a message, then maybe using Statue of Liberty address stickers on all my bills and letters will send a
subtle little message against bigotry, hate, and intolerance.
If you’re like me, you’ve got a bunch of the
labels in a folder or a drawer somewhere. I fished
out all of mine showing the Statue of Liberty or even
just her torch, and in addition to telling some of my
local friends, I emailed others across the country and
told them about the safety pins and the return address labels. I’ve already had positive responses
from one friend in California and another in upstate
New York.
It’s a pretty small gesture, but maybe it can
help. ~Diana Ice

Are you interested in how much we spend at
Grace Church for our staff or utilities or other budget items? Do you know what the Diocesan Assessment is and why we pay it? Would you like to have
a role in tracking how we spend our money or in
developing our budget? If you have answered yes to
one or more of these questions, then do we have an
opportunity for you!! The Wardens and Vestry have
determined that it is time to reinvigorate our Finance Committee.
This is the group that is responsible for developing an annual budget for Vestry approval and
for keeping track of our spending. The group would
meet regularly throughout the year, perhaps quarterly. Additional meetings would be held in the last
quarter to actually develop and finalize a budget
proposal incorporating the results of our Every
Member Canvas (pledge drive), our spending
throughout the year and any additional needs identified by the various groups and committees at the
church.
If you are interested in being part of this
Committee or if you have questions about this,
please contact Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914380-2086 or tguardino@gmail.com or Claire
Newquist, Jr Warden, at 845-343-3058 or
cnewquist@frontiernet.net.

MORE HELP WANTED:
Grace Church’s Personnel Committee is seeking new members. This Committee is responsible for
making sure all of the Parish staff, including the staff
of the Guild of St Margaret, have accurate and up-to
-date job descriptions and receive annual performance reviews from their supervisors. The Committee will also now be responsible for developing
and implementing a policy and procedure for implementing and evaluating Safe Church (Sexual Misconduct and Awareness Prevention) Training as required by the Episcopal Diocese of New York for
parish clergy, staff, church school teachers, lay eucharistic ministers and others who serve at a parish
or program level.
If you are interested in being part of this
Committee or if you have any questions about this,
please contact Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914380-2086 or tguardino@gmail.com or Claire
Newquist, Jr Warden at 845-343-3058 or
cnewquist@frontiernet.net.

Last Saturday, the Altar Guild spent the day polishing and
cleaning our Church for Christmas. Not pictured here were
Virginia and Anne. Thank you for all your hard work!

Urgent Need For Drivers To Doctors Appointments
In Orange County, many older adults and adults with disabilities are choosing to age in place in the comfort of their own homes and enjoy their independence. Many older adults can’t drive and often skip doctor’s appointments and have difficulty getting their groceries. Providing a ride to a medical appointment
can foster better physical and mental health for them. Grocery shopping for a neighbor can mean the
difference between eating canned soups every day and having fresh produce to make a salad. The Friendly Visitor Program trains and matches volunteers with neighbors to help them continue to live independently. Just an hour a week can make a significant impact. Will you volunteer and make a difference
in a neighbor’s life? Do you know someone who could use the services?
Volunteer trainings have been scheduled in the following communities:
December 6th

10:00 am

Newburgh *Desmond Campus for Adult Enrichment

The date listed is part one of two part training. Our doors are open to the entire community and all ages
are welcome.
Contact: Paula Blumenau
Pblumenau@jfsorange.org
845-341-1173 ext.305
Jewish Family Service of Orange County

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News

Click Here

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
November 17, 2016 starting at 7:30
pm. All are invited to attend!

Grace
Church
Calendar

To read the highlights of the October 20,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

To read the highlights of the September 22,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

