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“Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ
has welcomed you, for
the glory of God.”

Sunday December 4th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00 AM
CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

2ND CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

ACOLYTE

KATHY HAMILTON

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR

JANET CUSACK
BEVERLY BAILEY
LISA DENISCO

USHER

KAROL BAILEY

USHER

LISA DENISCO
10:30 AM

“Darkness deserves
gratitude. It’s the alleluia
point at which we learn to
understand that all growth
does not take place in the
sunlight.”
~ Joan Chittister

SUBDEACON

LENORA VAUGHAN

M.C.

TORRY GUARDINO

THURIFER

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

ROWAN BLOOMER
TIM POWERS

ACOLYTE 2

CAROLANNE CUSACK

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

LILLY GUARDINO
CLOE FAIN
MORGAN TUBBS
MARK STRUNSKY

USHER
LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html

S

o we can pray and so we can help…

Dear Friends, we would just like to remind
you that if you are ever under-the-weather,
in the hospital or in the need of prayer, we
want to be there for you. We would like to visit you
at home or in the hospital for healing prayers and/or
communion, so please let us know. Do know, too,
that we respect your privacy and know that sometimes you might just need time to rest and recuperate, so let us know if you would like private prayers-even if you do not wish to be visited or on the Sunday prayer list. When you are unwell, it may be difficult for you to reach out, so do let your loved ones
know to contact us at the office if you would like us
to know. We are a church community both inside
and outside of the Church building and so want to
support you when you cannot make it to Church.

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.

Just click here!

Many blessings!
Mother Ruth Anne (and your Grace Church family!)

D

ear Friends:

I am writing to share with you an opportunity to help this holiday season. As many of you know
on November 3, Jeremy and I went to Standing Rock, North Dakota to pray with over 525 other
clergy from all over the country. Since then, many of you and my colleagues in the Diocese of
New York have asked me how to help. I have been in touch with the supervising priest, Fr. John Floburg, to
find out what is needed.
Fr. John and his lay leaders in St. James, Cannonball hosted Jeremy, me and about 50 other people during
our time there. In fact, Jeremy’s sleeping bag was right next to the pulpit!
St. James has also been continually hosting seminarians, clergy and will be welcoming over 30 trained military chaplains to serve the more that 2000 veterans who will be travelling there this weekend. They provide food, fuel, blankets, coats to those in need as well. One of the things that Fr. John, who has been a
priest in Standing Rock for over 25 years, wants to bring to all those who come to Standing Rock is the support and love of the Church. They are, therefore, also beginning to construct shelters near the church for
water protectors who are forced to leave the camps, and know they are going to continue to provide sleeping space in the sanctuary for more and more folks.
In the midst of all this, however, Fr. John also hopes to host a Christmas service/party for the people and
the children of the community and all those in the camps at the Prairie Knights casino. If you would be interested in donating to this Christmas appeal for St. James please give/send your donations to me by December 20th if possible – but no later than January 6th. Checks should be made out to Grace Episcopal
Church with St. James’ Cannonball in the memo line. Letters will be sent to acknowledge your donation.
Advent blessings!
Mother Ruth Anne

Upcoming Events
Sunday, December 4th:

Celebration of St. Nicholas Day. A visitation by the Bishop of Myra at the
10:30 AM service.

Tuesday, December 6th:

Five Guys Fundraiser from 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Sunday, December 11th:

The Rev. Edmundo Desuezaf will preside over services

Wednesday, December 14th: No Wednesday service - Mother Ruth Anne on vacation
Thursday, December 15th:

Vestry meeting @ 7:30 PM. No Thursday service - Mother Ruth Anne on
vacation

Sunday, December 18th:

The Rev. Edmundo Desuezaf will preside over services

Saturday, December 24th:

Christmas Eve
Family Mass and Christmas Pagaent at 4:00 PM
Choral Prelude at 10:30 PM
Midnight Mass at 11:00 PM

Sunday, December 25th:

Mass of the Feast of the Nativity at 9:00 AM

HELP WANTED:
Are you interested in how much we spend at Grace Church for our staff or utilities or other budget
items? Do you know what the Diocesan Assessment is and why we pay it? Would you like to have a role in
tracking how we spend our money or in developing our budget? If you have answered yes to one or more
of these questions, then do we have an opportunity for you!! The Wardens and Vestry have determined
that it is time to reinvigorate our Finance Committee.
This is the group that is responsible for developing an annual budget for Vestry approval and for
keeping track of our spending. The group would meet regularly throughout the year, perhaps quarterly.
Additional meetings would be held in the last quarter to actually develop and finalize a budget proposal
incorporating the results of our Every Member Canvas (pledge drive), our spending throughout the year
and any additional needs identified by the various groups and committees at the church.
If you are interested in being part of this Committee or if you have questions about this, please
contact Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914-380-2086 or tguardino@gmail.com or Claire Newquist, Jr Warden, at 845-343-3058 or cnewquist@frontiernet.net.

MORE HELP WANTED:
Grace Church’s Personnel Committee is seeking new members. This Committee is responsible for
making sure all of the Parish staff, including the staff of the Guild of St Margaret, have accurate and up-todate job descriptions and receive annual performance reviews from their supervisors. The Committee will
also now be responsible for developing and implementing a policy and procedure for implementing and
evaluating Safe Church (Sexual Misconduct and Awareness Prevention) Training as required by the Episcopal Diocese of New York for parish clergy, staff, church school teachers, lay eucharistic ministers and others who serve at a parish or program level.
If you are interested in being part of this Committee or if you have any questions about this, please
contact Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914-380-2086 or tguardino@gmail.com or Claire Newquist, Jr Warden at 845-343-3058 or cnewquist@frontiernet.net.

Darkness into Light
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
“By order summer lingers through September, in Camelot. . . . And there’s a legal limit to the snow
here, in Camelot!” Well, maybe in Camelot, but not here, and I’m guessing not where you live either.
God has promised that “while the Earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” (Gen. 8:22 KJV) But we see every fall that “the
grass withereth, the flower fadeth.” (Is. 40:8) The days grow shorter and darker, and often our lives begin
to reflect this. Kids go back to school, midterms and papers loom, annual inventories and reports demand
our attention at work, and oftentimes cost-cutting measures threaten our jobs and our security. We put
our children on school buses and commute to work in the dark and drive home ourselves as shadows
lengthen or after sunset. Even if you don’t have Seasonal Affective Disorder, you may be told to take or
increase your Vitamin D.
And then comes Thanksgiving! In the middle of the dark of November, when we think we may not
make it through this winter, here comes the bright shining holiday of Thanksgiving--turkey dinners with all
of the trimmings. If you have family, usually that family will try to gather for a happy reunion. Coworkers
and neighbors and friends who have no family may be invited to join in. Bring a pie, have some cranberry
sauce, go to church, laugh about the funny stories we always tell of past Thanksgivings gone awry with
burnt turkeys or pies that ended upside down on the kitchen floor. Churches host free dinners, and soup
kitchens try to provide the homeless and the hungry with decorated tables, turkey with dressing, pumpkin
pie, potatoes, and fresh vegetables. It’s a beautiful time of the year.
And then it’s over.
The next day we discover that the days are getting even shorter and darker and colder. Yes, Christmas is coming. The stores have been telling us that since they put away their school supplies in September, so that by now we’ve had commercial Christmas so long it has lost whatever glitter it may have had.
Advent season in church is all about the Second Coming of Jesus and the end of the world--dark
stuff and not very cheering.
And yet, Christmas begins to sneak into our hearts. It may start with a snowfall, and not always the
first snowfall at that. We may have seen that in October! It may start with a Christmas card we write or
one we receive that shows the Baby Jesus with His Mother Mary and with Joseph and some animals in a
rickety shed. There may be a Star shining or Wise Men coming, although we know they didn’t show up for
a couple of years. We don’t care. Angels and shepherds, who wouldn’t have been in the fields in December, a Star, which goes with the Magi’s story and not the shepherds’--but we don’t care. A spark has been
lighted in our hearts. We are there with Mary, who is almost always shown in blue, like that which only
kings could afford back then, but we don’t care if she never owned anything blue in her lifetime. We don’t
care.
The Light of Christmas shines in our minds and our hearts. It shines in our spirits. It will not be extinguished even through the long dark days of January.
God gives us the gift of the winter solstice just before we celebrate Christmas, as if to remind us
that spring and summer will come again. By December 25th, the sun is already coming north again; days
are already getting longer. The Light returns.
When we remember that the words that follow those about the flower fading are “the Word of our
God shall stand forever,” then we can bring our own negative self-talk and doubts out of the darkness and
release them into Christ’s Light.
“If then your whole body is full of light, with no part of it in darkness, it will be as full of light as
when a lamp gives you light with its rays.” (Lk. 11:36)

On Sunday, December 11 (“Rose Sunday”)
Boyd and I will play an extended prelude
before the 10:30 Mass, beginning about
10:18. We will play the Andante movement of Bach’s Violin Concerto No.1.
~Don Boyer

The lighting of the Advent Wreath took place at the
10:30 Mass on Sunday.

Our church school
children made Saint
Nicholas miters to
wear next week on
Children’s Sunday.

We enjoyed “We Praise You,
O God” at the 10:30 Mass
with Boyd Herforth on the
flügelhorn and Nancy DeMilio
on the piano.

Urgent Need For Drivers To Doctors Appointments
In Orange County, many older adults and adults with disabilities are choosing to age in place in the comfort of their own homes and enjoy their independence. Many older adults can’t drive and often skip doctor’s appointments and have difficulty getting their groceries. Providing a ride to a medical appointment
can foster better physical and mental health for them. Grocery shopping for a neighbor can mean the
difference between eating canned soups every day and having fresh produce to make a salad. The Friendly Visitor Program trains and matches volunteers with neighbors to help them continue to live independently. Just an hour a week can make a significant impact. Will you volunteer and make a difference
in a neighbor’s life? Do you know someone who could use the services?
Volunteer trainings have been scheduled in the following communities:
December 6th

10:00 am

Newburgh *Desmond Campus for Adult Enrichment

The date listed is part one of two part training. Our doors are open to the entire community and all ages
are welcome.
Contact: Paula Blumenau
Pblumenau@jfsorange.org
845-341-1173 ext.305
Jewish Family Service of Orange County

Sound in Vestments
First of all, I would like to extend a belated “thank you” to those of you who participated in the “Café Grace”
discussions. When the event was first described to us, I was looking forward to having an opportunity to discuss your music-related concerns with all of you, face-to-face, at the Music table. Having been an active
member of our Music Ministry since 1993, I could have addressed many of those concerns immediately.
When the day arrived, I was disappointed to find out that I would not have the opportunity to meet with
most of you.
Based on your comments, there appear to be some aspects of the Music Ministry which are poorly understood. If you are interested in understanding them more fully, read on:
• Music is an integral part of the Rite II liturgy at Grace. Our current style of worship bears the indelible
imprint of Father John’s eighteen-year tenure as our spiritual leader. It reflects his love for music
(particularly in the context of the liturgy), as well as his love of singing. For those of you who don’t remember John’s predecessor, Father Osgood did not share those priorities, and our style of worship reflected that. When Father John arrived, he proposed incremental changes and worked with the leadership of the Music Ministry to implement them, until we arrived at our current liturgical altitude. I am
looking forward to facilitating that process when our next rector arrives. In the meantime, I am reluctant to make drastic changes to the musical aspects of our liturgy until that important piece of the puzzle is in place. As much as we love Mother Ruth Anne, for some of us this is a time of uncertainty and
upheaval. The Music Ministry can be a source of stability and continuity during such a time.
• The Music Ministry is not an unlimited resource. Unless you are a current or recent member of our
choir, I am fairly certain that you are underestimating the amount of time and effort that each of us invests in the Music Ministry. During “choir season”, we rehearse for a total of two hours each week, on
Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings. Some of us supplement that with “homework” between rehearsals. Some of us sing with other ensembles. Some of us take voice lessons. I appreciate the many
suggestions that you provided for expanding the scope of our ministry, but please bear in mind that
there is a price to be paid for implementing them. As the steward of our musical resources, it’s my job
to ensure that that account doesn’t become overdrawn.
• Our ministry is not confined within the walls of Grace Church. Since I was named Director of Music,
we have participated in nine local choir festivals, sponsored by the Interfaith Council and EpiscoBuild (a
local chapter of Habitat for Humanity). We do not participate anonymously. We proudly wear our vestments, and I stand up in front of the audience and tell them that we are representing Grace Episcopal
Church. These festivals are a great way to strengthen the relationship between our congregation and
our neighbors, and they are consistently well attended. The annual Twelfth Night Choir Festival will take
place on Sunday afternoon, January 8th, at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Tuxedo Park (a forty-minute
drive from Grace). I hope you can join us.
• We also extend our hospitality to other musical ensembles. The Music Ministry has sponsored twentyone concerts at Grace in a little less than four years. Some of them were intimate recitals with a few
dozen guests; others were large-scale choral concerts with a full orchestra, attended by over two hundred music-lovers. We have hosted the Warwick Valley Chorale (seven times), Kairos (twice), the Orange County Classic Choral Society, the SUNY Orange Brass Ensemble, the Maybrook Wind Ensemble,
Diane Miller Music Studios, and the local chapter of the American Guild of Organists, as well as semiannual recitals presented by Boyd, Fred, and other members of our ministry. These performances have
raised thousands of dollars for the Guild of Saint Margaret and our Organ Maintenance Fund. More importantly, they have attracted almost 2,000 guests to our church who wouldn’t have visited us otherwise. When I introduce a visiting ensemble, I make it a point to welcome the audience to Grace Episcopal Church, and I usually make a joke about how I am looking forward to seeing them all here this Sun-

day morning (always good for a laugh). You can help me in this endeavor by attending these concerts
and striking up a conversation during intermission with somebody you don’t recognize. The next two
performances in our series are advertised elsewhere in this newsletter.
Allison introduced the discussions at the Music table by saying, “Our next rector has appointed you to the
Music Committee. What would you like to change?”. Our congregation isn’t large enough to justify having an
additional layer of bureaucracy between you and the Director of Music. If you have a question, comment, or
concern relating to the Music Ministry, I would much prefer that you bring it to my attention directly, so we
can have a conversation about it, as I was hoping to do during the Café discussions.
There’s no need to wait for our next rector to form a Music Committee. We already have a Music Committee, and you are on it!
Michael Saunders, Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that special
dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your
holiday meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing
your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases
for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while
supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News

Click Here

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
December 15, 2016 starting at 7:30
pm. All are invited to attend!

Grace
Church
Calendar

To read the highlights of the October 20,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

To read the highlights of the September 22,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

