January 15, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“Here is the Lamb of
God who takes away
the sin of the world!”

Sunday January 15th
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 AM
CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

2ND CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

ACOLYTE

KATHY HAMILTON

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR

CARLA BOYER
BEV BAILEY
LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

KAROL BAILEY
10:30 AM

“Prayer coupled with hope is
the most fruitful action we
can take on behalf of our
loved ones. God and
destiny will do the rest.”
~Karen Casey

SUBDEACON

DAVID BROKAW

M.C.

TIM POWERS

THURIFER

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

RICK SCOTT
MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

EILEEN BARRETT

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

LOURDES CRUZ
JOE GAYTON
MARK STRUNSKY
MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Bishop’s Visit
Grace Church will welcome the Rt.
Rev. Allen K. Shin, Bishop Suffragan of
the Diocese of New York, on Sunday,
January 29, 2017. Please plan to join
us for this Sunday at the 10:30 service
to welcome Bishop Shin for his visitation to Grace Church, Middletown.

Upcoming Events
Friday, January 13th -

Office closes at noon

Sunday, January 15th -

4:00 PM: Community Martin Luther King Jr. Service, YMCA Liberty
Center (6 Liberty Street)

Monday, January 16th -

Office Closed for Martin Luther King Day

Thursday, January 19th -

7:30 PM: Vestry Meeting (no 6:30 Healing Mass)

Sunday, January 22nd -

Grace Church welcomes the Rev. Randy Greve from Holy Cross
Monastery

Wednesday, January 25 -

No Wednesday Healing Mass

Saturday, January 28th -

Paint and Sip 2:00-4:00 PM

Sunday, January 29th -

Grace Church welcomes the Rt. Rev. Allen K. Shin Bishop Suffragan of
the Diocese of New York

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards
helps you prepare your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us
in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit
card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit
card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

HELP WANTED:
Are you interested in how much we spend at Grace Church for our staff or utilities or other budget items?
Do you know what the Diocesan Assessment is and why we pay it? Would you like to have a role in tracking how we spend our money or in developing our budget? If you have answered yes to one or more of
these questions, then do we have an opportunity for you!! The Wardens and Vestry have determined that
it is time to reinvigorate our Finance Committee.
This is the group that is responsible for developing an annual budget for Vestry approval and for keeping
track of our spending. The group would meet regularly throughout the year, perhaps quarterly. Additional
meetings would be held in the last quarter to actually develop and finalize a budget proposal incorporating
the results of our Every Member Canvas (pledge drive), our spending throughout the year and any additional needs identified by the various groups and committees at the church.
If you are interested in being part of this Committee or if you have questions about this, please contact
Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914-380-2086 or tguardino@gmail.com or Claire Newquist, Jr Warden, at 845
-343-3058 or cnewquist@frontiernet.net.

D

ear Grace Church:

It is with great gratitude that I
write to thank you for the
generous purse given to Jeremy and me at Christmas. It was such a
gracious and unexpected gift for which I
would like to thank each and every one
of you. I feel especially blessed that I was
called to Grace Church as your Interim
priest. You all are a gift to me each and
every day!
In Gratitude,
Mother Ruth Anne, Jeremy, and Phineas
the dog!

Carol Bright added a comment to our website’s
Guestbook:
"How great it was to listen to todays service...here in Williamsburg,VA with 14
inches of snow on the ground ALL church
services were cancelled. I knew immedicately I could share in Grace Church's services (which will always be my home
church). What makes it even more special is to hear familiar voices, the choir,
the organ, and to visualize the service .
Thank you for always giving me a place
to return to! Blessings to Grace."

NEW PAMPHLETS FOR YOU
I have recently added four new titles to the Tract
Rack just inside the front door.
“Mary and the Episcopal Church” explains the Virgin
Mary’s place and how she has been regarded in the Anglican
Church.
“Praying the Anglican Rosary” tells the history and
symbolism of the Anglican Rosary and explains how to pray
using one, gives examples of prayers and of how the Rosary
prayers can become part of your everyday life.
“Ten Ways to Pray” explains praying with Scripture
through Lectio Divina, Ignatian prayer, and the Psalms; praying using the Daily Office of the Book of Common Prayer;
praying with the Rosary; prayer through journaling; praying
by using “centering prayer” or “the Silence”; praying with
your body through gestures, breathing, or movement (like
dance); praying with song; using icons to pray and meditate;
using the Jesus Prayer; and praying in groups or with a prayer partner.
“Using the Jesus Prayer” explores this very ancient
prayer practice as a way of listening to God, of praying without ceasing, and of centering oneself.
The pamphlets are free for you to take. And please
don’t be afraid to take the last copy if there’s only one left. I
will be ordering more of the popular titles.
--Diana C. Ice

Sound in Vestments
Last Sunday afternoon, our choir proudly represented Grace Church at the tenth annual Twelfth Night
Choir Festival at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Tuxedo Park. These festivals are organized each year by
EpiscoBuild, which is a collaboration between several of our neighboring Episcopal parishes and Habitat
for Humanity. Since it was organized in 2006, EpiscoBuild has raised the $75,000 sponsoring fee for the
construction of six homes, five of which have been completed and are currently occupied by grateful families. Work began on a sixth home last September, and fundraising is well underway for a seventh. The free
-will offering collected at Sunday’s celebration brought in over $5,000, which will pay for a bathroom or
two.
The festival also featured the choirs of St. James (Goshen), St. John’s (Cornwall), and St. Mary’s, as well as
Jubilate, a youth chorus from Warwick. For the finale, the combined choirs joined in a rousing rendition of
Händel’s Hallelujah chorus. Although the music was beautiful, the most moving part of the celebration
was a heart-felt testimonial from one of the families who now have a safe, comfortable place to live as a
result of EpiscoBuild’s efforts.
If you weren’t able to join us on Sunday in support of this noble cause, you can make a donation at any
time at:
http://HabitatNewburgh.org
If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

Unwind and Paint "Snow in the Country" Scene with Family and
Friends
No experience necessary. We will guide you step by step to create your very own version of this art.

A fundraiser benefiting Grace Episcopal Church
Saturday, January 28, 2017
Price: $40.00
From 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
(Please arrive 15 minutes before the event begins.)
At Le Jardin's Studio
416 East Main Street, Middletown, NY 10940
To Register:
Contact Allison @ 845-321-4798
Or register on-line at http://www.decoartny.com/event-registration/

Click Here
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Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

MORE HELP WANTED:

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
January 19, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the October 20,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Grace Church’s Personnel Committee is seeking new
members. This Committee is responsible for making
sure all of the Parish staff, including the staff of the
Guild of St Margaret, have accurate and up-to-date
job descriptions and receive annual performance
reviews from their supervisors. The Committee will
also now be responsible for developing and implementing a policy and procedure for implementing
and evaluating Safe Church (Sexual Misconduct and
Awareness Prevention) Training as required by the
Episcopal Diocese of New York for parish clergy,
staff, church school teachers, lay eucharistic ministers and others who serve at a parish or program
level.
If you are interested in being part of this Committee
or if you have any questions about this, please contact Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914-380-2086 or
tguardino@gmail.com or Claire Newquist, Jr Warden at 845-343-3058 or cnewquist@frontiernet.net.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.

To read the highlights of the November 17,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!
Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

