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“You are the light of the
world. A city built on a
hill cannot be hid..”

Sunday February 5th
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 AM
CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

2ND CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

BETH MAISONET

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR

BETH MAISONET
BEVERLY BAILEY
LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

KAROL BAILEY
10:30 AM

“How do your gifts and
talents bless the people
around you? Even the
smallest acts of service and
kindness can change
people’s lives forever.”
~Forward Day by Day, December 13,
2016

SUBDEACON

MARLENE PRESLEY

M.C.

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

DAYSHA WHITE
CLAIRE NEWQUIST

ACOLYTE 2

LIZZY ORTEGA

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR
INTERCESSOR
USHER

CAROLEANNE CUSACK
MORGAN TUBBS
CLOE FAIN
MARK STRUNSKY

USHER
LEM

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Bishop Allen Shin visited us at
Grace Church this past Sunday.
Right: Our Church School presented their banner to
Bishop Shin.
Below: The new sound system donated by Carla and
Don Boyer is blessed during the Mass.

Left: Our Prayer
Shawl Ministry
presented Bishop
Shin with two
prayer shawls.
Right: Bishop
Shin talks to the
Church School
young adults and
children.

Pill Bottle Collection Update:
Dear Friends:
I wanted to update you on the progress of our pill
bottle collection ministry. On January 13 and 27th
2017, the Girl Scouts (led by Anne Caldwell, Janet,
and John Cusack and including our own young adults
Cloe Fain and Carolanne Cusack) prepared our first
shipment of pill bottles for the medical supplies shipments. Thanks to the Girl Scouts for all their work –
and for the other volunteers who have stepped up
and will also be helping to prepare additional shipments. We are so thankful to you all!
As we get ready to ship these, we are reaching out to
see if we might have any folks who might be willing
to chip in some funds to help us ship these to the
ministry headquarters. If so, please contact Mother
Garcia at gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com for
more information.

Episcopal New Yorker:
If you would like to receive the Episcopal New
Yorker and it is not being mailed to your home,
please contact Mother Ruth Anne
@ gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com and let
me know you would like to receive it. Please include your preferred mailing address in the email. You may also sign up on the sheet in the
back of the church. The Episcopal New Yorker is
available at no cost for Grace Church members.

Click Here

Grace
Church
Calendar

On Sunday, February 12, following coffee
hour after the 10:30 Eucharist, there will be
a meeting to plan the upcoming calendar for
adult education. We will discuss when we
want to meet and what parts of the Bible
and/or Christian tradition we would like to
examine in our upcoming meetings. Please
bring ideas and suggestions! Feel free to
contact Tim at tmp617@gmail.com or 646584-6002 if you're have suggestions or are
unable to attend. All are welcome!
~Tim Powers

The Epiphany
As we make our way through this season of Epiphany, I thought I’d take a few minutes and talk
about that classic Epiphany movie…………Groundhog Day, starring Bill Murray. Murray, playing Phil, an arrogant TV weatherman from Pittsburgh, is assigned to cover the annual Groundhog Day festivities in
Punxsutawney, PA, where the local celebrity groundhog, Phil (yep, same name as Bill Murray’s character),
emerges from his temporary home on Gobbler’s Knob. According to tradition, if Phil sees his shadow
when he emerges we can expect six more weeks of winter.
So, anyway, our weatherman does not look forward to his assignment and cannot wait to just slap
together a quick clip for the evening news and head home. As Phil wakes the morning of Groundhog Day,
the Sonny & Cher hit “I Got You Babe” is the song playing on the radio as the alarm turns on and Phil’s day
begins. His dislike of the event and for the people of Punxsutawney is evident as he meets up with his
news crew and hurries through a half-hearted report on the celebrity groundhog, all in a rush to get out of
town and back to Pittsburgh. But, a snowstorm he didn’t predict keeps him in Punxsutawney.
As he wakes the next morning to Sonny & Cher’s “I Got You Babe” he is confronted by the same
events that happened the day before. It is still Groundhog Day. He struggles to understand what is taking
place. Eventually the realization that he is in a time loop reliving Groundhog Day, and nobody else is
aware of it, sinks in.
Phil passes through different stages after his situation becomes apparent. He quickly recognizes
that there are no consequences to his actions and the knowledge learned from the reliving of this one day
can be used to his advantage and to the detriment of those around him. Needless to say, his actions are,
at first, all the wrong ones: stealing money, one night stands, binge drinking and overeating to name a
few. When he tires of this hedonistic lifestyle Phil settles into a depression and his actions become more
self-destructive with numerous suicide attempts and, my personal favorite, stealing Punxsutawney Phil
and driving with him over a cliff, reasoning that if he kills the critter, Groundhog Day will end. Of course,
the groundhog is steering the car. All to no avail, “I Got You Babe” wakes him up again the next morning.
Then, after some time, when Phil and the viewer have lost track of how many days have actually
passed, the moment comes, that epiphany, a moment when you suddenly see or understand something in
a clear way, came on Phil. Well, ok, perhaps not so suddenly in Phil’s case, but certainly very clearly. His
selfishness disappeared and it began with his acceptance of his circumstances. He began to take steps to
improve himself and the lives of those around him. Where he had once used his knowledge of events obtained from the reliving of the same day toward selfish purposes, he now began to use what he learned to
the benefit of those same citizens of Punxsutawney he used to despise. A homeless man is hungry; Phil
feeds him. The man dies and Phil resuscitates him. A child falls from a tree and Phil is there to catch him.
A car gets a flat and, you guessed it, Phil to the rescue. Things really fall into place with what turns out to
be his last Groundhog Day weather report and he nails it! Phil is transformed, he is liked and respected.
The next day, his life moves on, it begins again. He wakes and it is February 3rd.
I never tire of this movie, and I especially enjoy the transformation of Phil (the meteorologist, not
the groundhog) into a better person. This transformation began with his acceptance of the situation and a
desire to improve. In other words, to live in the present. For, as Buddha says: “Do not dwell in the past, do
not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on the present moment.” And, that is the lesson of this
comedy. Oh, and Happy Groundhog Day! ~Joe Barrett

Sound in Vestments
The Sermon on the Mount provides some of Jesus’ best “sound bites”, which are widely quoted by both
Christians and non-Christians alike. Last Sunday, Bishop Shin reassured us that “the meek will inherit the
earth”. This week, we will hear two parables, in which Jesus compares his followers to salt and light:
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?
It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.”
This parable is the inspiration for the liturgical practice of throwing salt on the front steps of the church on
the frigid Sunday mornings following Epiphany, where it is trampled under foot by parishioners on their
way to Mass. The Highway Department has big trucks devoted to the same ritual.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
I couldn’t find any salty hymns in The Hymnal 1982, but there is no shortage of hymns about light:
497

“How bright appears the morning star…”

601

“O day of God, draw nigh…”

488 “Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart…”
This is one of two hymns set to an Irish folk tune known as Slane, named after a hill in County Meath. According to Confessions of Saint Patrick, it was atop Slane hill that the patron saint of Ireland lit a Paschal
fire on Easter eve in a. d. 433, in defiance of the pagan king Lóegaire. The king had issued an edict that no
fire could be ignited until the royal fire was lit by the king himself on nearby Tara hill. The royal fire was
kindled in celebration of the pagan Spring festival and symbolized the return of light and warmth following
the darkness of winter. The king was so impressed by Patrick’s devotion that, despite his defiance (or perhaps because of it), he allowed him to continue his missionary work in Ireland.
372 “Praise to the living God!” is a paraphrase of the Yigdal, a Jewish hymn based on the 13 Articles of Faith which were formulated by Rabbi Moses ben Maimon at the turn of the thirteenth century. It
is sung to the tune Leoni, a Hebrew melody traditionally used for the singing of the Yigdal in synagogues.
If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

Last Saturday was our
first Unwine and Paint
Fundraiser which was
held at the Le Jardine’s
Studio. The fundraiser
was a great success
and enjoyed by all the
artists!

Upcoming Events
Tuesday, February 7th -

Diocese of New York Social Concerns Committee meeting @ 6:30 PM
Diocesan House/Donegan Hall – please contact Mother Ruth Anne if you
are interested in carpooling. For more information click here.
Wednesday, February 8th - Wednesday Healing Mass @ 10:00 AM
Thursday, February 9th -

Office Closed

Monday, February 13th -

Guild of St. Margaret’s Meeting @ 7:00 PM

Thursday, February 16th -

Vestry Meeting @ 7:30 PM

Monday, February 20th -

Presidents’ Day / Office Closed

Sunday, February 26th -

Benefit Concert for St. Margaret’s Guild @ 4:00 PM

Tuesday, February 28th -

Shrove Tuesday Potluck @ 6:00 PM

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card
purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you
can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.

Just click here!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
February 16, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the October 20,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the November 17,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

