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“One does not live by
bread alone,
but by every word
that comes from the
mouth of God.”

Sunday March 5th
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
8:00 AM
CHALICE

CARLA BOYER
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GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“There's a self expansive
aspect of gratitude. Very
possibly it's a little known
law of nature: the more
gratitude you have, the more
you have to be grateful for.”
~Elaine St. James

SUBDEACON

RICK SCOTT

M.C.

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN
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DAYSHA WHITE
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USHER

CLOE FAIN
CAROLEANNE CUSACK
MARK STRUNSKY
JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Friday, March 3rd -

Stations of the Cross @ 6:30PM
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament @ 7:00PM

Sunday, March 5th -

First Sunday in Lent
Isaiah Bible Study @ 9:00 AM
Stairway to Heaven via Sacred Music class after coffee hour
GMIC Choral Festival featuring Grace Church Choir @ 3:00 PM at
United Presbyterian Church
Healing Mass @ 10:00 AM
Stations of the Cross @ 6:30 PM (no Benediction)
Second Sunday of Lent
Book of Joy Book Group @ 9:15 AM
Stairway to Heaven via Sacred Music class after coffee hour

Wednesday, March 8th Friday, March 9th Sunday, March 12th -

Marked by Ashes
Walter Brueggemann (b. 1933)
Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day…
This day — a gift from you.
This day — like none other you have ever given, or
we have ever received.
This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness
and possibility.
This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the
day, for we are already halfway home
halfway back to committees and memos,
halfway back to calls and appointments,
halfway on to next Sunday,
halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant,
half turned toward you, half rather not.
This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday,
but all our Wednesdays are marked by ashes —
we begin this day with that taste of ash in our
mouth:
of failed hope and broken promises,
of forgotten children and frightened women,
we ourselves are ashes to ashes, dust to dust;
we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash
around on our tongues.
We are able to ponder our ashness with
some confidence, only because our every Wednesday of ashes
anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky
taste of death.
On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to
you —
you Easter parade of newness.

Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday and
Easter us,
Easter us to joy and energy and courage and
freedom;
Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth.
Come here and Easter our Wednesday with
mercy and justice and peace and generosity.
We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes
soon.

Sound in Vestments
Although our first priority is preparing and presenting musical offerings for our worship services, the
Music Ministry contributes to parish life in other ways as well. Last Sunday, Boyd & Nancy Herforth, Fern
Ashworth, Nancy DeMilio, and Janet Salt (a colleague of Boyd’s from New Paltz) collaborated to present
an afternoon of beautiful music for organ, piano, trumpet, and voice. The performance was the latest in a
long-running series of recitals presented by Boyd and Fred Startup for the benefit of the Guild of St. Margaret. Sadly, Fred was unable to participate this time because he is recuperating at Valley View from a recent fall. The recital was attended by a small but generous group of music-lovers, who donated $450 to
support the work of the Guild. Thank you to Boyd & Nancy, Fred, Fern, Nancy, and Janet for being so generous with your time and talents.
If you were unable to attend last Sunday’s recital, you have another opportunity to support your local Music Ministry on behalf of an equally worthy cause. This Sunday, March 5th, at 3:00 p.m., our choir will
proudly represent Grace Church at the fifth annual Interfaith Choir Festival, sponsored by the Greater Middletown Interfaith Council. The festival takes place at the United Presbyterian Church on Orchard Street.
(That’s the big brick church which you can see from our churchyard.)
Unless you are directly involved in the GMIC, you are probably underestimating the diversity of Middletown’s faith community. I was, until we participated in the first of these festivals in the spring
of 2013. This year’s celebration will feature singers, dancers, and instrumentalists representing fourteen
different congregations, both Christian and non-Christian. The festival culminates with the combined
choirs singing “We Can Be Kind” and “Let There Be Peace on Earth”, under the direction of Rev. Charles
Ryu of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.
There is no admission charge, but a free-will offering will be collected for the benefit of the Community
Warming Station, which provides safe, overnight shelter for the homeless during the winter months—
a potentially life-saving ministry.
I hope you can join us this Sunday for an afternoon of beautiful music, offered on behalf of a noble cause.
If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

Last Sunday Daysha baked a special treat for the
church school class as they welcomed Kate and
Grace, our new students.

T

his past Tuesday, Shrove Tuesday, preparation began for the Lenten Season. Our traditional potluck
dinner was followed by the burning of palms to be used on Ash Wednesday. The evening ended
with the draping of shrouds over the crucifixes in our Church.

Stairway to Heaven via Sacred Music
Course to begin March 5th
The eight-week course covering a selection of the greatest works of sacred music that was announced in
the fall will begin March 5th. Plans are to meet after coffee hour in an area that will accommodate our
number and also offer good acoustics. The classes do not build on each other, and can be enjoyed either
individually or on a come-when-you-can basis. Boyd will introduce each work in this survey before playing
some selections from it. After listening, we’ll discuss our experiences.
Tentative Schedule
(March 5) What is Sacred Music? A sampler
(March 12) The Music of the Mass, Famous examples of Kyrie, Gloria and Credo Movements
(March 19) More Masses: Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei
(March 26) Handel (Israel in Egypt, Solomon)
(April 2) Haydn: Creation, Mass in Time of War Mozart: Requiem
(April 9) Mendelssohn: Elijah, St. Paul
(April 16 - Easter)

No Class

(April 23) Brahms: Requiem, Schubert Mass #5, 6
(April 30) Requiems: Durufle, Faure and Verdi

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card
purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card
you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Click Here

Grace
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Calendar

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.

Just click here!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
March 16, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the December 15,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the November 17,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.

Adult Education will tackle the Book of
Isaiah during the Sundays in Lent at 9:00
AM. Please note the new time--many of us
want to attend the music series hosted by
Boyd following the 10:30 liturgy, so Bible
study will take place at 9:00, between the
two services. During Lent, we will be
introduced to the Book of Isaiah, but we will
focus particularly on Deutero-Isaiah (Isaiah
40-55) and the figure of the Suffering
Servant (beginning in Isaiah 53). Please
contact Tim (tmp617@gmail.com) with any
questions. ~Tim Powers

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

