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“Those who drink of the
water that I will give
them will never be
thirsty.”

Sunday March 19th
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
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LISA DENISCO
10:30 AM

Tibetan saying:
“Wherever you have
friends that’s your
country, and wherever
you receive love, that’s
your home.”
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MARK STRUNSKY
JOSEPH BARRETT
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Friday, March 17th -

Stations of the Cross @ 6:30 PM
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament @ 7:00 PM

Sunday, March 19th -

Third Sunday of Lent
Adult Education continues with Isaiah 42 & 49 @ 9:00 AM
Stairway to Heaven via Sacred Music class after coffee hour

Wednesday, March 22nd -

Healing Mass @ 10:00 AM

Friday, March 24th -

Stations of the Cross @ 6:30 PM
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament @ 7:00 PM

Sunday, March 26th -

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Book of Joy book club meets @ 9:10 AM
Stairway to Heaven via Sacred Music class after coffee hour

Sunday, April 2nd -

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Adult Education continues with Isaiah 50 & 52-53 @ 9:00 AM

Lenten Quiet Day:
Saturday, April 8th
A Lenten Quiet Day will be held at Grace Church on
Saturday, April 8th. The theme will be "Preparing for
Holy Week." Coffee and bagels will be available at
9:30, and the quiet day will begin at 10:00 with
Morning Prayer. There will be short presentations
on the liturgies and scriptural readings for Holy Week
and there will be plenty of time for silent reflection.
The day will wrap up around 5:00. If you cannot
make the whole day, please feel free to join us for
part of it! If you have any questions, please contact
Tim at tmp617@gmail.com.

Click Here

Grace
Church
Calendar

P

lease remember to take a look at
the Goodshop Program
(www.goodshop.com). You just might
like it!

Sound in Vestments
I am suffering from a serious case of “cabin fever” as I write this. I’m feeling sorry for myself because my car is at the wrong end of a snow-covered driveway, the refrigerator is full of food and beverages that I gave up for Lent, I’m chilly (although the thermostat insists that it’s 68°), and I have no internet
access (I had to type this out and submit it on my iPhone)—yet I am living in the lap of luxury compared to
many of my fellow Middletowners.
Since it opened in November of 2008, the Community Warming Station has provided a hot meal
and a bed to hundreds of our homeless neighbors during the coldest months of each year. The Warming
Station is housed at St. Paul's United Methodist Church and administered by the Greater Middletown Interfaith Council. Although it is staffed primarily by volunteers, there is a significant amount of overhead
involved in providing a community service of this scale—about $35,000 per year. The GMIC raises this
money entirely through donations and fund-raising events.
Their most recent fund-raiser was the fifth annual Interfaith Choir Festival, at which fourteen different local congregations were represented, including ours. We were all treated to an afternoon of musical
offerings from a wide variety of faith traditions, celebrating the diversity of our community. Thank you to
our choir members for the extra time and effort they invested on behalf of a noble cause. Thank you also
to Ruth Anne, Jeremy, Mark, and Helena for making the journey to the United Presbyterian Church to support our Music Ministry and the efforts of the GMIC.
If you were unable to attend the festival but would like to make a contribution, please make your
check out to the Greater Middletown Interfaith Council, write “Warming Station” on the memo line, and
put it in my mailbox in the board room. No donation is too large or too small.
If you have any music-related questions, comments,
or concerns that you would like me to address in this space,
please don’t hesitate to let me know.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music
MSaunde1@Stevens.edu

Ice Crystals
By
Diana Carolyn Ice
He who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him. -- Heb. 11:6 (NKJV)
“Turn your concerns over to God,” the man on the radio said. “Then you will find peace.”
Okay. That sounds good. How do I do that? Do I just pray and give God my list of worries and concerns and ask Him to take them? “Take them away, Lord. I really don’t want them anymore. Honest.”
Hmm. It doesn’t seem to work that way. The storm is still here. There’s got to be more to this picture
that’s not being said.
I finally realized that by the very act of praying, we are turning our concerns over to God, trusting
that He will provide the answers or the solutions. We don’t pray to someone that we don’t believe in. We
don’t beg the tree not to fall on us or beseech the cancer to go away. But does praying to God really work
for getting rid of concerns? Where is the promised peace? The wind is still blowing my boat around.
Sometimes God answers with His own actions. Miracles do happen. We’ve all had that experience. You’ve never had a miracle happen to you? Really? You look pretty much alive to me.
But more often when we pray, when we lay out our concerns to God, we find His guidance for us so
that we may know what to do or how to do a thing. We don’t always like His answers, of course. We’re
pretty good at giving God an argument or just ignoring His advice, but usually we receive answers to our
problems or He gives us the courage, energy, and strength to endure, to persevere, to hang in there, or to
do what is necessary.
“Usually?” What if we don’t get an answer? What if God answers only with silence? Is it because
we have not trusted enough, not had enough faith? Is it because we know only too well what He wants us
to do, and we don’t want to do it? Or is it because we aren’t listening, perhaps too busy thinking of reasons why His way won’t work?
God answers us through His Word, through the writings or
speech of others, through neighbors and friends or the stranger in
the street, through a mental nudge or an idea from the Holy Spirit,
through dreams, through Nature, even sometimes through a vision
or an audible voice. Our job is to be open to His answer when we
pray. If God seems silent, we have to learn to “stop, look, and listen.”
The storm may still be there, but so is Jesus. We are never
alone.
ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card
purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card
you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Save the NEW date!
Due to scheduling issues, we have changed
the Tricky Tray to May 6th.
The doors will open at 4 pm and calling will
begin at 6 pm. This year we are trying a few changes.
First we are holding it later in the day so it
allows people to come towards the end of their Saturday. Second, we are expanding our concession
stand to include light dinner fare. Third, we will be
offering prizes in and out of basket form.
We are very excited for this year's Tricky
Tray and are hoping the excitement will spread. It
takes a lot of people to get this off the ground and
we are always looking for any help you feel you can
give us.
We are putting together a listing of suggested prizes and items that would make great tricky
tray prizes and gift baskets, so please be on the look
out for it!"
If you are interested in helping in any way,
please see any of the Tricky Tray Committee Members:
Eileen Barrett
Anne Caldwell
Meg Catizone
Lisa DeNisco
Claire Newquist
Christine Parrella
Patty Seekamp
Sue Scott

Adult Education will continue to tackle the
Book of Isaiah, specifically the Servant Songs,
on alternate Sundays in Lent at 9:00 AM. We
are sharing the time slot with Mother Ruth
Anne's study of The Book of Joy in order to
make room for many voices as we journey
through Lent. The schedule for Bible study is
as follows:
March 19: Isaiah 42 & 49
April 2: Isaiah 50 & 52-53

P

lease take time to sign up for the All
Night Vigil at the Altar of Repose and for
the Agape Meal following the Easter Vigil.
Both sign-up sheets are outside of Phyllis'
office in Parish Hall.

We will not meet on Palm Sunday or Easter
Sunday. If we need to spend more time with
the Servant Songs (we probably will), we will
schedule time following Easter.
Please contact Tim (tmp617@gmail.com)
with any questions. ~Tim Powers

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Nancy Karp

Nek4@cornell.edu

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in worship.

Just click here!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
March 16, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!
To read the highlights of the December 15,
2016 Vestry meeting, click here.
To read the highlights of the January 19,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry

Treasurer

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

