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“For in the one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body . . . and we
were all made to drink
of one Spirit.”

Sunday June 4th
PENTECOST SUNDAY

8:00 AM
CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

2ND CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

ACOLYTE

CARLA BOYER

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

JANET CUSACK
CARLA BOYER

INTERCESSOR

BEVERLY BAILEY

USHER

KAROL BAILEY

USHER
10:30 AM

“Gratitude as a discipline involves
a conscious choice. I can choose to be
grateful even when my emotions
and feelings are still steeped in
hurt and resentment. It is amazing
how many occasions present
themselves in which I can choose
gratitude instead of a complaint.”
~Henri Nouwen

SUBDEACON

LENORA VAUGHN

M.C.

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

THURIFER

TORRY GUARDINO

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

MORGAN TUBBS
PHYLLIS GUARDINO

ACOLYTE 2

LIZZY ORTEGA

O.T. LECTOR

DAYSHA WHITE

N.T. LECTOR

ROWAN BLOOMER

INTERCESSOR

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, June 4th -

Pentecost
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I - (Please allow extra travel time - Orange
Classic today!)
10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, June 7th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, June 11th -

Trinity Sunday
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, May 14th -

10:00 AM Healing Mass

Thursday, June 15th -

6:30 PM: Healing Mass
7:30 PM: Vestry Meeting
Although Ruth and Doug Porto moved to Florida a number of years ago, they
remain a much-loved and vital part of the Grace Church family. Ruth and Doug
will be celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on June 30.

Ruth tells that they had a very small wedding with immediate family only. They
were married at the home of her childhood friend, Marylyn Corey, in Wallkill,
NY. Marylyn’s husband was a florist and the the living room was banked in
flowers. Ruth grew up in the Dutch Reformed Brick Church in Montgomery, and
her minister performed the wedding ceremony. Doug had just graduated from
RPI and Ruth was a student nurse in Kingston Hospital. One week after they
married, Doug enlisted in the Army, Korean War, and Ruth went back to school
to complete her final third year, and graduated. Doug is a lifetime Episcopalian
and had been trying to convert Ruth to the Episcopal Church. Four years after
they married, she was confirmed in Grace Church, Middletown. Herbert M.
Barrall was Rector and Jack H. Thorn was Curate. The Rt. Rev. Charles F. Boynton was Suffragan Bishop
of NY and confirmed Ruth.
Ruth and Doug have both served as Wardens at Grace, as well as heading up and serving on many committees and in many ways.
Their address is:
6152 Verde Trail North
Boca Raton, Fl. 33433
Dear Friends:
For those of you who have asked (and those of you who have not yet asked ha ha!), Jeremy’s video,
which was recently featured at the Worker’s United Film Festival, is on Youtube. To find it, just search
for the “Jeremy Bacon Trio” and look for the official video for his original composition “Goodnight
Moon.” You will catch glimpses of the interior of the rectory behind Jeremy and a picture of a much
younger me… Please listen as often as the Spirit moves you, as the “views” on a video are important!
In Gratitude: Mother Ruth Anne
(I have included a link to the video. If you’d like to view it, click here. ~Joe Barrett)

No Accident
Nothing happens by accident. I see it all the time in my work at SUNY Orange. Classes meet in appropriate
rooms, books and supplies appear in the bookstore, faculty and staff are available, records are kept, and
employees get paid. None of it is by accident. Many people spend countless hours ensuring that things
work. When complex events such as our recent commencement ceremony run as smoothly as they do it
seems miraculous, but it is not. People make them happen.
It is the same in our church. Week in and week out linens and draperies change color, fresh flowers appear
(have you ever seen wilted ones?), and candles - somehow always uniform in length - are lit and extinguished at the right times and in the proper order. The accoutrements of the Eucharist are always clean
and in place as are the items necessary for Baptisms, Christmas, Easter and other special times. Wafers
and wine are there for all who desire to share Communion. The proper prayers and readings are read, and
hymns, anthems, and other musical selections marvelously performed by our choir and organist are invariably coordinated with those readings. Holy water fonts never run dry. Incense and aromatic ointment are
not forgotten, beautiful hand-crafted prayer shawls appear draped over our Communion rail, and there is
always coffee and something good to eat after Mass. Every week “The Epistle” appears providing news of
our church and community. None of it is by accident.
Think of all the non-liturgical activities of our church. Did you admire the attractive baskets at our recent
“Tricky Tray?” Consider the time, effort, and skill required to create them, not to mention the attention to
the countless behind-the-scenes details necessary to ensure the success of that event. Reflect upon our
other activities. Dinner dances and benefit concerts do not organize themselves. Tag sale items do not materialize, sort, price, and display themselves. Scones do not bake themselves nor do teapots brew and
pour themselves. Certainly, tens of thousands of meals do not cook and serve themselves to our neighbors
who are in need.
Good things are no accident. They take sweat… and sometimes blood and tears too. The coming of Christ
was no accident, and none of the wonderful and miraculous things that Jesus accomplished happened by
accident. Our Lord knew full well what was to be (being, after all, Emanuel… our all-knowing God with us).
We, along with sisters Mary and Martha, might wonder why he waited two days before leaving for Bethany when he knew that Lazarus was dying and that he could, with a touch or a word, make him well. Jesus
tells us this was no accident: “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). Did he not tell his disciples time and again what would
become of him? “…Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised” (Matthew 16:21). At the last supper, Lord Jesus told those eating with him, “Truly I tell you, one of
you will betray me” (Matthew 26:21). He knew, of course, which one. In Luke, Chapter 24 the women at
the tomb are reminded that Jesus had told them “that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners,
and be crucified, and on the third day, rise again” (Luke 24:7). Yes… Jesus knew all about tears and sweat
and blood.
Just as our church mission entails working with material things (knitting yarn, making baskets, lighting candles, pouring water and wine, using our voices to speak or sing, preparing food and cleaning up, or carrying tables up and down stairs), so did our Lord, incarnate for a time in a fleshly body, do his good work in
this material world using the physical things of the world: water, fish, mud, saliva, coins, bread, wine, healing touch, heartfelt prayer. When it was time to pay the temple tax in Capernaum, Jesus, wishing to give
no offense to the tax collectors (!), told Simon Peter, “…go to the sea and cast a hook; take the first fish
that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a coin; take that and give it to them for you
and me” (Matthew 17:27). I know Peter caught that fish, found that coin, and paid that tax! What are the
odds of you or me finding a coin in the mouth of the first fish we might catch? Was Peter just lucky? No… it
was no accident. ~Mark Strunsky

Sound in Vestments
Sunday is the fiftieth day after Easter, also known as Pentecost, from the ancient Greek word for “fiftieth”,
Pentěkostě̌. Pentecost marks the end of Eastertide and the resumption of Ordinary Time, the long green
season that will last until Advent. Every year on this occasion, we hear an account of the first Pentecost,
ten days after Christ’s ascension, from chapter 2 of Acts of the Apostles. The disciples (now twelve, with
the addition of Matthias), were all together in Jerusalem celebrating the Jewish holy day of Shavuot, which
commemorates the day that the people of Israel were given the Torah, when…
…suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.
The choir has prepared a contemporary arrangement of Veni Creator Spiritus (“Come, Creator Spirit”), a
hymn written in the 9th century by a Benedictine monk in what is now Germany:

Its invocation of the Holy Spirit makes this text ideal for Pentecost, but it is also traditionally sung at such
solemn occasions as the consecration of bishops, the ordination of priests, the dedication of churches, and
the Cardinals’ entrance to the Sistine Chapel at the election of a new pope. The translation that we will be
singing was written by Bishop John Cosin for the coronation of King Charles I in 1625. The same words
have been sung at the coronation of every British monarch since then:
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire
And lighten with celestial fire;
Thou the anointing Spirit art,
Who dost Thy sev’nfold gifts impart.
Because of the fire imagery, the liturgical color associated with Pentecost is red, so please dress accordingly. If you don’t have any red clothing that’s appropriate for church, red lipstick and nail polish will suffice.
We will also be lighting another fire in the cauldron like we did at the Easter Vigil, so don’t forget the
marshmallows.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music
Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each
service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for
that family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you
prepare your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when
preparing your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Andrew Higgins

ahiggins@balchemcorp.com

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

Vestry News

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
June 15, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm. All
are invited to attend!

Just click here!

To read the highlights of the February 16,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.

Click Here
To read the highlights of the March 16,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.
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Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

