August 6, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“You will do well to be
attentive to this as to a
lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day
dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts.”

Sunday August 6th

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

2ND CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

ACOLYTE

KATHY HAMILTON

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

CARLA BOYER
BEVERLY BAILEY

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

KAROL BAILEY
10:30 AM

“There is nothing that
love cannot face; there is
no limit to its
endurance.”
~St. Paul

SUBDEACON

MARLENE PRESLEY

M.C.

RICK SCOTT

THURIFER

TIM POWERS

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

ROWAN BLOOMER
DAVID BROKAW

ACOLYTE 2

DAYSHA WHITE

O.T. LECTOR

MORGAN TUBBS

N.T. LECTOR

CAROLEANNE CUSACK

INTERCESSOR

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

USHER

SUE SCOTT

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, August 6th -

The Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Last day to bring in items for the Tag Sale!
Wednesday, August 9th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass
11:30 Pill Bottle Collection Working Meeting

Saturday August 12th -

Renegades Game – see Phyllis for tickets and more information

Sunday, August 13th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, August 16th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, August 17th -

6:30 PM: Healing Mass
7:30 PM: Vestry Meeting

Saturday, August 19th -

Tag Sale

Pill Bottle Ministry:
Wanted: Volunteers to help clean, sort and ship
pill bottle collection. If you are interested in helping please contact Mother Ruth Anne at gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com or come to our
first working meeting (a fun excuse to get together with great folks for a great cause) which
will be on August 9th @ 11:30 PM in the Board
Room. We also are seeking donations of large
sealable sandwich/food bags for the clean bottles
to be sent directly with medical supplies. Those
from the dollar store will serve very well!

As you can see by reading this week’s issue of the Epistle, our annual Tag Sale fundraiser is fast approaching. Our deadline for donating items is August 6th. Thanks to
all who have donated items so far!
Mark Strunsky is in need of volunteers to help him with the sorting and pricing of
the donated items. If you can spare some time to help Mark, please send him an
email at markstrunsky@gmail.com or speak with him at Grace on Sundays.

A Moment of Grace
Have you ever cried in church?
If you answered “no” to this question, I’m betting that you will someday. I think everyone does
sooner or later.
Usually I come to church feeling cheerful and expectant. Rarely is crying on my mind, but then
sometimes right in the service I’m suddenly moved to tears. It could be a line from an old favorite hymn,
or something in the homily that speaks to me or, in the case of a recent Sunday, remembering something
from the long-ago history at Grace.
I’ve been attending Grace for thirty-six years, which seems like only yesterday in many ways, but is
actually, as I think about it, quite a long time. Not as long as some, but fairly long in the scheme of things.
And in those years, many touching things have happened, things that have brought me to tears. This is
how I remember one of them:
There was a retired Episcopal priest who lived in the area who had a long-term, debilitating neurological disorder. Several of the people of Grace went to visit him and, as I remember, read to him, talked
with him, prayed with him, and kept him company while his wife had some time off or ran some errands.
It was one of those quiet little ministries that the people of Grace have been known to do over the years.
One holy day, and I’m not sure if it was day or evening, we were gathering in the church before the
service when, much to my surprise, the front door opened and members of a local volunteer ambulance
corps came in with a gurney. And lying peacefully and trustingly on it, wearing his stole, was this priest.
His wish had been to attend church, and so the people of Grace made it happen. Who and how are lost to
me now, although I do know that at least one person who was involved is still very much with us today.
It was a sacred moment, a holy moment, a moment of Grace, one in which God was tangible and
you could almost hear the rustle of angels. I still cry every time I think of it. ~Kathryn Parker

T

o subscribe to Events & More from the
Diocese of NY, please go to http://
www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and follow the link.

Visit Run 4 Downtown Website
On Sunday, Fern Ashworth and Pat Marquez performed the third movement of Vivaldi’s Gloria, with
Nancy DiMilio at the organ.

Sound in Vestments
All Sundays of the year are feasts of our Lord Jesus Christ—even the ones in Lent! There are seven Principal Feasts. Four of them—Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinity—are “moveable” feasts, because they
are associated with Easter. The remaining three—Christmas, Epiphany, and All Saints’—are “fixed” feasts,
because they each have a specific date (although it is our custom to observe “All Saints’ Sunday” on the
first Sunday of November, even if it doesn’t fall on the 1st).
There are three other Feasts of Our Lord—The Holy Name (January 1st), The Presentation (February 2nd),
and The Transfiguration (August 6th)—which, although they are not principal feasts, are considered important enough to take precedence when they fall on a Sunday. (When a less important feast falls on a
Sunday, it is postponed to a convenient day later in the week.)
We will be taking a break from Ordinary Time this Sunday to celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration.
The other time that we hear about the Transfiguration is on the last Sunday after Epiphany. To refresh
your memory, Jesus and three of his disciples—Peter, John, and James—climb to the top of an unidentified
mountain to pray. Their prayers are interrupted in spectacular fashion when Jesus is transfigured—his face
shines like the sun and his clothes become dazzling white. As if that’s not dramatic enough, Jesus is joined
by Moses and Elijah, both of whom have been dead for centuries. Just as they are leaving, they are engulfed in a cloud, and a disembodied voice claims Jesus as his son:
This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!
On their way down the mountain, Jesus orders his disciples to “tell no one about the vision until after the
Son of Man has been raised from the dead”, which leaves them confused and uneasy about what the future holds for their teacher and for themselves.
Sunday’s Gospel is paired with an Old Testament lesson from Exodus, in which Moses undergoes a transfiguration of his own on Mount Sinai, complete with a cloud and a message from the Lord. Forty days later,
he comes down bearing the commandments.
Sunday’s hymns include:
7

“Christ, whose glory fills the skies…”,

133

“O Light of Light, Love given birth…”,

137

“O wondrous type! O vision fair…”, and
The Battle Hymn of the Republic.

If you have a favorite hymn that you would like to sing this summer, please let me know via e-mail, by
clicking on my name below. If you are reading this on the remains of a tree, just stick a note in my mailbox
with your name and the title or first line of the hymn.
See you in church!
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Click Here

Grace
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Tag Sale Update

W

e are still accepting items for our annual
tag sale. Please make sure that your donations are "gently used" and
clean before you bring them
to us. We are accepting
household items, glassware,
furniture, and "like new"
clothing. Please place your
items in the hallway downstairs. If you are bringing
clothes, please bring them

on hangers. The deadline to bring items in

will be August 6th. If anyone has any questions,
please contact Eileen Barrett or Mark Strunsky.
~Eileen

W

e will be selling a large collection of Estate
Costume Jewelry at our tag sale this year
and we would like to give our parishioners a preview. We will have the jewelry set up after Mass on
August 13th. So, stop on by and take a look at
what is for sale!

H

elp Wanted:

Saturday, August 19th is our tag sale and
we can use some help. We need help setting up
on Friday evening, during sale hours on Saturday
and clean up afterwards. Please consider helping
out with the fundraiser. It is held in the church
yard and it is always a lot of fun.
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board out-

Search Committee Update
As of June 16, 2017, the deadline for receiving names, the Search Committee has compiled a list of applicants and has submitted the list to the Office for Transition Ministry (OTM) for vetting. The vetting process will take some time since both the Canon and Bishop are away on vacation during the months of July
and August. Thank you for your continued support and prayers.
~ Allison & John, Co-Chairs

Grace goes to the Culinary Institute of America
Dear friends if you are interested in participating in a Grace Church trip to the CIA (Culinary Institute of
America) for a shared meal with friends, please contact Mother Ruth Anne at gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com or sign up on the sheet in the back so we can find a day/time and decide which restaurant we might wish to visit. I would imagine planning would be primarily handled via e-mail but we can
easily keep folks without e-mail in the loop by phone!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing
your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
July 20, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm. All
are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the May 18, 2017
Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the June 15, 2017
Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!
Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

