August 13, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“The word is near
you, on your lips
and in your
heart.”

Sunday August 13th
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

2ND CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

ACOLYTE

JANET CUSACK

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

BETH MAISONET
JANET CUSACK

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“Life is the art of
drawing without
an eraser.”
~John W. Gardner

SUBDEACON

RICK SCOTT

M.C.

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

TORRY GUARDINO
DAVID BROKAW

ACOLYTE 2

MARLENE PRESLEY

O.T. LECTOR

MICHAEL SAUNDERS

N.T. LECTOR

LOURDES CRUZ

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

EILEEN BARRETT

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Saturday August 12th -

Renegades Game – see Phyllis for tickets and more information

Sunday, August 13th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, August 16th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, August 17th -

6:30 PM: Healing Mass
7:30 PM: Vestry Meeting

Friday, August 18th -

Set up for Tag Sale. Sign up by Phyllis’ office to help!

Saturday August 19th -

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM: Tag Sale (sign up by Phyllis’ office to help!)

Sunday, August 20th -

Blessing of our College Students
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, August 16th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Save the Date!
Sunday, September 10th -

Fall Fellowship Sunday and 169th Anniversary of Grace Church

Pill Bottle Ministry:
Wanted: Volunteers to help clean, sort and ship pill bottle collection. If you are interested in helping
please contact Mother Ruth Anne @gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com or come to our first working
meeting (a fun excuse to get together with great folks for a great cause) which will be on August 16th,
23rd and 30th @ 11:30 AM in the Board Room. We also are seeking donations to defray shipping expenses as well as large sealable sandwich/food bags for the clean bottles to be sent directly with medical
supplies.

Sound in Vestments
Meanwhile, back in Ordinary Time…
Are you curious about what we missed last week? If last Sunday had not fallen on the 6th, we would have
continued with Proper 13, which describes the first of a series of miracles that we will be hearing about in
the coming weeks. When Jesus hears about the death of John the Baptist, he withdraws in a boat to be by
himself, but when his followers hear the news, they seek him out. When he sees them congregating on the
shore of the Sea of Galilee, he has compassion for them and cures the sick among them. When they try to
express their gratitude toward him, Jesus gives credit where credit is due: “It is your faith that has made
you well.” Before they disperse, Jesus and his disciples feed the crowd—all five thousand of them—with
five barley loaves and a couple of fish.
After his followers had been healed and fed and the leftovers gathered up in twelve baskets, Jesus sent his
disciples to cross the sea in their boat, while he climbed a nearby mountain to spend the night in prayerful
solitude. The disciples did not have a smooth voyage. Their vessel was battered by the wind and waves,
and they feared for their lives. At daybreak, they saw what appeared to be a ghost walking toward them
across the sea, which only added to their terror. Although the ghost resembled Jesus, Peter subjected him
to a test: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” Jesus indulged Peter’s skepticism
and invited him to step out of the boat. Peter took a few tentative steps toward Jesus, but he became
frightened by the wind and waves and began to sink, crying “Lord, save me!”. Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”.
At the offertory on Sunday, Joe Gayton will sing a stirring anthem called Find Us Faithful. It was composed
by Jon Mohr and popularized by Steve Green. Both Jon and Steve are alumni of the Gaither Vocal Band, a
southern gospel vocal group founded in 1981 by gospel legend Bill Gaither. They have since left the band
to pursue solo careers, and Steve has sold over three million albums as a contemporary Christian vocalist.
Joe gave us a preview last week after Mass, and I have been humming Find Us Faithful all week. The refrain goes like this:
O may all who come behind us find us faithful;
may the fire of our devotion light their way.
May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe
and the lives we live inspire them to obey.
O may all who come behind us find us faithful!
Immediately following Joe’s offering, we will sing this week’s featured hymn:
Thomas A. Dorsey’s Precious Lord, Take My Hand
If you have a favorite hymn that you would like to sing this summer, please let me know via e-mail, by
clicking on my name below. If you are reading this on the remains of a tree, just stick a note in my mailbox
with your name and the title or first line of the hymn.
See you in church!
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Tag Sale Update

A

s you can
see by
reading this
week’s issue of
the Epistle, our
annual Tag Sale
fundraiser is
fast approaching. Our deadline for donating items was August
6th. Thanks to all who have donated items!
Mark Strunsky is in need of volunteers to help him
with the sorting and pricing of the donated items.
If you can spare some time to help Mark, please
send him an email at markstrunsky@gmail.com or
speak with him at Grace on Sundays.

W

e will be selling a large collection of Estate
Costume Jewelry at our tag sale this year
and we would like to give our parishioners a preview. We will have the jewelry set up after Mass on
August 13th. So, stop on by and take a look at
what is for sale!

H

elp Wanted:

Saturday, August 19th is our tag sale and
we can use some help. We need help setting up
on Friday evening, during sale hours on Saturday
and clean up afterwards. Please consider helping
out with the fundraiser. It is held in the church
yard and it is always a lot of fun.
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board outside of Phyllis' office.

Search Committee Update
As of June 16, 2017, the deadline for receiving names, the Search Committee has compiled a list of applicants and has submitted the list to the Office for Transition Ministry (OTM) for vetting. The vetting process will take some time since both the Canon and Bishop are away on vacation during the months of July
and August. Thank you for your continued support and prayers.
~ Allison & John, Co-Chairs

Visit Run 4 Downtown Website

Click Here

T

o subscribe to Events & More from the
Diocese of NY, please go to http://
www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and follow the link.

Grace
Church
Calendar

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing
your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
August 17, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the May 18, 2017
Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the June 15, 2017
Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!
Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

