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“we, who are
many, are one
body in Christ.”

Sunday August 27th

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

2ND CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

BETH MAISONET

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

JANET CUSACK
BETH MAISONET

INTERCESSOR

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

PATTY SEEKAMP

USHER

BOB SEEKAMP
10:30 AM

We have come a long,
long way, and we have
a long, long way to go.
~Martin Luther King, Jr.

SUBDEACON

TORRY GUARDINO

M.C.

TIM POWERS

THURIFER

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

RICK SCOTT
PHYLLIS GUARDINO

ACOLYTE 2

LENORA VAUGHN

O.T. LECTOR

TIM POWERS

N.T. LECTOR

LORRAINE WITKOWSKI

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

MARK STRUNSKY

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Friday, August 25th -

Office Closed

Sunday, August 27th -

Blessing of our College Students
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, August 30th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass
11:30 AM: Pill Bottle Collection Working Meeting

Sunday, September 3rd -

Mother Ruth Anne is away and Grace Church welcomes the Rev. Glenn
Chalmers
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Monday, September 4th -

Labor Day/ Office Closed

Wednesday, September 6th - 10:00 AM: No Healing Mass Today – Mother Ruth Anne away
Sunday, September 10th -

Fall Fellowship Sunday and 169th Anniversary of Grace Church
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 AM: Laying of the Wreath (Hillside Cemetery)
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II and Blessing of the Backpacks

Wednesday, September 13th - 10:00 AM: Healing Mass

T

o read Mother Ruth Anne’s article in
the Episcopal New Yorker summer
edition, click here.

T

o subscribe to Events & More from the
Diocese of NY, please go to http://
www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and
follow the link.

Pill Bottle Ministry:
Wanted: Volunteers to help clean, sort and ship pill bottle collection. If you are interested in helping
please contact Mother Ruth Anne @gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com or come to our working
meeting on August 30th @ 11:30 AM in the Board Room. We also are seeking donations to defray shipping expenses as well as large sealable sandwich/food bags for the clean bottles to be sent directly with
medical supplies.

Sound in Vestments
I have enjoyed being able to participate in Mass this summer in a way that I can’t when the choir is singing. I’ve especially enjoyed joining the congregation in the singing of the hymns and the service music. In
addition to having the best-looking congregation in town, Grace Church is blessed to have a great sounding
congregation. If you would like to play a more active role in our music ministry, this is an ideal time for you
to join the Grace Church Choir.
The choir rehearses for 90 minutes on Thursday evenings, as well as a 30-minute “dress rehearsal” between the two Masses on Sunday. Although some members of our choir have had a great deal of formal
musical training, others have had none. What we all have in common is a love of music and a desire to
share our talents with each other and with our Grace Church family.
Participation in the music ministry is not an “all or nothing” proposition. Perfect attendance is not required. (If it were, we would not have a choir.) If your life occasionally intrudes on a choir commitment,
we are flexible enough to accommodate you. If you have to miss some rehearsal time, resources are provided to prevent you from falling behind.
Singing in a church choir is a great way to learn about music in general, and particularly the 400-year musical heritage that we have inherited as Episcopalians. If you would like to join us in this challenging and rewarding ministry, or if you need further persuasion, please contact me. If you know someone who might
enjoy singing with us, please let me know who they are so I can invite them personally.
This week’s featured hymn was written in 1869 by the Reverend Robert Lowry, a prolific hymn writer and
Baptist minister. He is more familiar to us as the composer of “Shall we gather at the river…”, which we
have sung for the last few summers. The 1860’s were a tumultuous decade, even in the relative safety of
New York City where Rev. Lowry spent much of his ministry. Although he was well north of the MasonDixon Line, life in the city was not without its challenges for the young minister and his flock. In spite of
those trials—or maybe because of them—he was inspired to write the following:
Through all the tumult and the strife
I hear the music ringing;
It finds an echo in my soul—
How can I keep from singing?
Reverend Lowry’s hymn was rediscovered during the folk revival of the 1960’s. Pete Seeger helped to popularize the song by singing a more secular version which included a verse inspired by the “witch hunts” of
the House Un-American Activities Committee:
When tyrants tremble, sick with fear,
And hear their death-knell ringing, …
When friends by shame are undefiled,
How can I keep from singing?
Sadly, the words Pete sang a half-century ago are equally timely today—only the names and hairstyles of the tyrants have changed.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music Ministry at Grace, please let me
know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Click Here

Grace
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Calendar

HPNAP Grant Award
You may have already heard that Grace Church/
The Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen was awarded a 5 year contract with the State of New York
Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program (HPNAP)! The award is for $115,764 dollars
per year for 5 years. These funds must be used for
food, 1% milk, produce, UHAUL for food transportation, pest and refuse control, and some direct
food service salaries. Of course we will continue
to seek additional grants and funding for those
costs that HPNAP will not cover. The grant will
allow us to increase the quality and amount of nutritious whole foods, produce, and dairy that is
served in the soup kitchen, continuing our 37 year
commitment to helping our neighbors in need.
Thank you to our advisory board and especially
Claire Newquist and John Cusack who helped so
much with getting this grant submitted and approved! If you have any questions about the Guild
of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen or this award, please
feel free to contact Phyllis Guardino, Claire
Newquist or John Cusack.

D

ear Friends,

Unfortunately the Guild of St. Margaret
Chicken Dinner Fundraiser scheduled for Friday, August 25th has been cancelled. We will reschedule the fundraising event soon and let everyone know as soon as we have a new date! We are
very sorry if this causes any inconvenience.
Phyllis Guardino
Director, The Guild of St. Margaret

Tag Sale Wrap-up
On Saturday August 19th we held our annual tag
sale. Thanks to a dedicated crew, we had a spectacular day. We had a steady flow of traffic right up to
the end which allowed us to raise $1,430 in profit.
Thank you to those who helped tag, hang clothes,
set up, sell, and clean up. Also thank you to those
who parted with their unwanted items so we were
able to sell them! ~Eileen Barrett

Mother Ruth Anne blessed our college students, Emily, Lilly and Alyssa. Later a special cake was
enjoyed by all at coffee hour.

Tag
Sale
2017

The work began weeks before and now the day was here.
As the final preparations for our annual Tag Sale were progressing, runners and walkers in the Run4Downtown, now
in its eleventh year, began to arrive and warm up. The
waiting line of tag sale enthusiasts grew as the sorting and
displaying of sale items were completed. The race began
promptly at 9:00 for female runners (also our tag sale start
time) and seconds later our churchyard filled with bargain
hunters. The day saw a steady stream of visitors to our
sale with most making a purchase of another person’s
treasure. Even I carted off a found treasure, a Meade telescope that has yet to be set-up at home. I have its assembly on my “to do” list!
Outside of our churchyard, North Street was transformed into a pedestrian mall with children’s activities, different foods and drinks from various local
businesses to taste, and informational booths to visit. Colorful balloons called those passing by to visit
and check out the celebration. All the proceeds from
the Run are reinvested into the revitalization of Middletown’s Historic Downtown. It was a fun day, albeit a lot of work for our Tag Sale volunteers. If
you’ve never been around our downtown area for
this wonderful celebration, of which our Grace
Church Tag Sale is a part, there is next year. You will
not be disappointed. ~Joe Barrett

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing
your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
September 21, 2017 starting at
7:30 pm. All are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the July 20, 2017
Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the June 15, 2017
Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!
Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

