October 8, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“The stone that the
builders rejected
has become the
cornerstone.”

Sunday October 8th

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

2ND CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

BETH MAISONET

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

JANET CUSACK
BETH MAISONET

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“The future is not some
place we are going, but one
we are creating. The paths
are not to be found, but
made. And the activity of
making them changes
both the maker and their
destination.” ~John Schaar

SUBDEACON

RICK SCOTT

M.C.

TIM POWERS

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

DAVID BROKAW
MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

EILEEN BARRETT

O.T. LECTOR

LOURDES CRUZ

N.T. LECTOR

TIM POWERS

INTERCESSOR
USHER
USHER

BOB WARNER

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, October 8th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Monday, October 9th -

Columbus Day – Office Closed.

Wednesday, October 11th - 10:00 AM: Healing Mass
Sunday, October 15th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, October 18th - 10:00 AM: Healing Mass
11:00 AM: Pill Bottle Working Meeting
Sunday, October 22nd -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II
1:30 PM: Crop Walk – please contact Mother Ruth Anne @
grace middletownrector@outlook.com or Ms. Allison McLean for more
information.

T

he Buildings and Grounds Committee, at the direction of the Vestry, is
forming a sub-committee to study handicap access to our Church and
Parish House. We are in need of volunteers who want to serve on this committee. As this is a study, participation on the committee will involve research
and will not involve any actual construction. If you are interested in helping
Grace Church study the best way to create access to our buildings please contact me at Church or by email at jbar1021@gmail.com. ~Joe Barrett

D

ear Patient Parishioners, Over the
last two weeks, the search committee has been busy. We received the
long awaited list back from the Office of
Transition Ministry, and conducted Skype
interviews. In the coming weeks, committee members will be visiting applicants
and conducting reference checks. Thank
you for your continued support and prayers as we continue to discern who will be
our next rector. ~ Allison and John

Sound in Vestments
When I was in eleventh grade, Aaron Copland visited my home town.
For those of you who don’t know, I am an “army brat”, and my home
town is West Point, New York. Maestro Copland was in town to deliver a lecture for the cultural enrichment of the cadets. On Sunday
morning, he attended the non-denominational worship service at the
Cadet Chapel. At the time, my father’s dress blue uniform still fit him
comfortably, so my parents and I were present at the same service,
protecting our claim to our favorite pew (directly in front of the pulpit—close, but not too close). At the end of the service, I timidly approached the composer with my service leaflet and a pen.
“Can I have your autograph please, Mr. Copland?”
He refused.
After nurturing a four-decade grudge, I have decided to follow the advice of Idina Menzel and “let it go”.
This Sunday during Rite II, our choir will be singing an Aaron Copland adaptation of a Shaker hymn—
Simple Gifts was composed in 1848 by Joseph Brackett, an Elder of a Shaker community in Alfred, Maine.
The song was largely unknown outside of Shaker congregations until Copland used its melody extensively
in the score of the Martha Graham ballet Appalachian Spring, which debuted in 1944. Copland also included it in a set of five Old American Songs, which he arranged in 1950 for solo voice and piano. The version
that the choir will be singing was transcribed for two voices by Irving Fine, a friend and colleague of Copland’s:
’Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free,
’Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
’Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed.
To turn, turn will be our delight
’Til by turning, turning we come round right.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music
Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

T

o subscribe to Events & More from the
Diocese of NY, please go to http://
www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and
follow the link.

Click Here
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The Blessing of the Animals

Mother Ruth Anne
As most of you have heard by now, Mother Ruth Anne has accepted a position at the Epiphany Parish in
Seattle, Washington. Mother Ruth Anne’s last Sunday at Grace Church will be Sunday, November 19th.
She and Jeremy will then be leaving for Seattle sometime after Thanksgiving.
The Wardens and Vestry will be hosting farewell coffee hours for Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy following
the 8 AM and 10:30 AM Masses on Sunday, November 12th. This will give us an opportunity as a Parish to
thank them for all they have done for us during this transition period and to wish them well in their new
parish. We hope that you will be able to join us for one of these coffee hours on the 12th.
As I indicated, the Wardens and Vestry are hosting these coffee hours and will provide refreshments. If
there is something that you would like to bring for one of these events, there will be a sign up sheet posted on the bulletin board next to the Parish office.
Once again, please mark your schedules and join us to acknowledge all that Mother Ruth Anne has done
for us over the past year and a half and to wish Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy (and Phineas) God speed
on their journey west!

New Beginnings
We often talk about our life as a journey – a somewhat random trip meandering through the course of
our own personal history in a snake-like fashion. It seems that it is a continuous movement forward in a
smooth and connected manner as we evolve from one phase of our life to another. If we stop to really
look at the course of our lives, however, we will see that this is not the case. If we look closely, we will
see that there are many times that we had to make decisions as to which way our life would go. What do
I do after High School? What job do I want? Whom am I going to marry? Where am I going to live? And
the list goes on. The decision in each situation effectively ends one segment of our lives while at the
same time opening the door to a new beginning for the next segment. So, in the end, the course of our
lives is way more like a zig-zag than a smooth and predictable serpentine course.
So why is this important? I believe that it is important because in a very real sense it is our own personal
stewardship. It is taking an active role in managing our personal growth, for without the beginnings and
the ends that we make, there is no change and there is no growth.
As we move forward in this Stewardship period, take a few moments and reflect on some of the major
choices that you made in your own life. How did those choices affect the course of your life? Can you see
that those choices ended one phase of your life while it began another phase? Can you see that your life,
as in all our lives, is a series of “New Beginnings?” ~Rick Scott

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee
Hour? Go online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and
click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour. Sign-up from home
or check to see when you signed up to do
coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for
coffee hour can seem overwhelming -How much do I bake, bring or buy? If
providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help
out. We are in need of dessert paper
plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers
and coffee. Donations can be dropped off
in the boardroom. As always, thank you
for all that you do for Grace Church!

G

reater Middletown
CROP Walk for Hunger will be held on Sunday, October 22nd at 1:30
PM. The walk is sponsored by the Middletown
Interfaith Council and is
held under the auspices of
Church World Service. The
money collected benefits
both Worldwide Hunger
organizations and the local community. Twentyfive percent of what is
raised remains in Middletown and benefits
those hungry and in need
with distributions going to
both the GMIC Warming
Station and our own St.
Margaret's Guild Soup
Kitchen. If you would like
to walk or donate please
contact Mother Ruth
Anne or Allison McLean
for more information.

Sip & Paint Fundraiser
The Guild of St. Margaret
Soup Kitchen
By the Painting Trowel
“Let It Snow” design on
wooden pallet
2pm Saturday, October 21

$35 per person includes
all supplies
Beverages and snacks
included

Designed for non-artists!
Lots of instruction and
help to make a project
you will love.
To Book your seat today:
https://www.thepaintingtrowelwesttown.com/view-schedule-book

Or call 845-344-0569
Grace Church Parish House
12 Depot Street, Middletown
2nd Floor Auditorium

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing
your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
October 19, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the July 20, 2017
Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the August 18,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

