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“You shall love the Lord
your God with all your
heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your
mind. This is the greatest
and first commandment.”

Sunday October 29th
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
CHALICE

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

2ND CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

ACOLYTE

JANET CUSACK

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

CLAIRE NEWQUIST
JANET CUSACK

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“The beginning is
always today.”
~Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley

SUBDEACON

DAVID BROKAW

M.C.

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

RICK SCOTT
MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

EILEEN BARRETT

O.T. LECTOR

LORRAINE WITKOWSKI

N.T. LECTOR

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html

Upcoming Events
Friday, October 27th -

Office Closed

Sunday, October 29th -

Stewardship Sunday
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, November 1st - All Saints’ Day
10:00 AM: Healing Mass
Friday, November 3rd -

Office Closed

Sunday, November 5th -

All Saints’ Sunday
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, November 8th - No Healing Mass Today!—Mother Ruth Anne away
Sunday, November 12th -

Celebration for Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, November 15th - Wednesday Eucharist luncheon
10:00 AM Healing Mass
Sunday, November 19th -

Mother Ruth Anne’s last Sunday
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Jeremy Bacon Trio
At The Mezzrow Jazz Club In
Greenwich Village
On November 22nd, Jeremy and his Trio will
be performing at Mezzrow Jazz Club in the
West Village. Mezzrow is both a premier
venue for jazz pianists and an intimate, cozy
space in which to enjoy the music. Jeremy will be performing two sets at 8:00 and
10:30. If you would like to attend, it is preferable to reserve a spot to ensure a
seat. Please go to the Mezzrow webOn Sunday, Mother Ruth Anne blessed the Altar Guild and site: https://www.mezzrow.com/ and to
November 22nd and you can reserve a spot.
thanked them for their dedication.
Tickets are $20.

New Beginnings
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY IS THIS SUNDAY
That’s right, this Sunday, October 29th, is our annual Stewardship Sunday – the day we renew our financial
commitment to God and to our church for the coming year. I attended the October Vestry meeting last
week and you should know that your leadership has “led the way” as they made their own personal commitment at that meeting. It is now up to us.
I hope you enjoyed this year’s campaign titled “New Beginnings.” I trust you recognized the many new
beginnings in your own life and were able to look forward to the many new beginnings that are ahead of
you. Life is a constant process of change. That is certainly true here at Grace as well.
In the very near future, the vestry will be calling our new rector. He or she will bring changes to Grace,
changes that we hope will take us into our future with an ever-stronger spiritual presence; a renewed
sense of our own future; and a hope for renewed growth. All of that will take a combined effort from all
of us as we contribute to Grace Church’s “New Beginnings.” Are we prepared to invest in that future of
Grace?
I am not going to talk about tithing nor am I going to talk about percentage giving, but I am going to encourage us all to prayerfully consider your pledge for the coming year. After all, it is your “New Beginning.”
Please bring your commitment card to church with you on Sunday. We will have extra cards at church if
you need one. All the cards will be collected and blessed during the Mass.
~Rick Scott

T

o subscribe to Events & More from
the Diocese of NY, please go to http://
www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and
follow the link.

Volunteer Opportunity
Recently, the Lady Chapel received a good cleaning. Still left to be done is the dry cleaning of the
blue velvet drape that hangs behind the altar. If
you would like to take this and have it dry cleaned,
we would be most appreciative. We can get someone to take it down and put it back up for you.
Thank you,
Kathryn Parker

Sound in Vestments
Five hundred years ago today, Martin Luther was putting the finishing touches on an academic treatise
entitled Disputatio pro declaratione virtutis indulgentiarum—Latin for “Disputation on the Power of Indulgences”, but more commonly known as his Ninety-Five Theses.
In the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, an indulgence is “a way to reduce the amount of punishment one has to undergo for sins”. It may reduce the “temporal punishment for sin” after death (as opposed to the eternal punishment merited by mortal sin), in a state called “Purgatory”. By the late Middle
Ages, the abuse of indulgences, mainly through commercialization, had become a serious problem which
the Church recognized but was unable to restrain effectively.
In 1517, Pope Leo X offered indulgences for those who gave alms to rebuild Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome.
(Note to Rick: possible strategy for our next stewardship campaign?) This cause was promoted aggressively in Germany by the Grand Commissioner for indulgences, Johann Tetzel, who became known for a
rhyme attributed to him:
As soon as the gold in the casket rings,
The rescued soul to heaven springs!
Two of Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses addressed these excesses directly:
27. They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the money clinks into the money
chest, the soul flies out of purgatory.
28. It is certain that when money clinks in the money chest, greed and avarice can be increased; but
when the church intercedes, the result is in the hands of God alone.
On October 31st, 1517, Luther tacked a copy of his Theses to the door of All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg,
just in time for All Saints Day, when he knew there would be a steady stream of worshipers passing by
them. He also sent a copy to Albert of Brandenburg, the Archbishop of Mainz. The Theses were quickly
translated, reprinted with Gutenburg’s newly invented printing press, and disseminated throughout Europe. (Gutenburg had previously made a handsome profit printing thousands of indulgence certificates for
the church.)
Although the Theses were intended to be an invitation for debate among his academic colleagues, their
distribution touched off a popular revolution known as the Protestant Reformation, which would continue
until the end of the Thirty Years’ War in 1648. The Reformation is generally considered to mark the beginning of the Modern Era of European history and the end of the Middle Ages.
When he wasn’t changing the course of human history, Martin Luther enjoyed writing hymns. He is well
represented in The Hymnal 1982, with seven texts and three melodies attributed to him. His greatest hit is
Ein feste Burg (“A mighty fortress is our God…”), which we will sing together to close Rite II on Sunday.
At the offertory, the choir will sing a Mendelssohn setting of another of Luther’s texts which didn’t make it
into our hymnal: Verleih uns Frieden (“Grant peace we pray, in mercy, Lord…”).
If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music

Note From The Prayer Shawl Ministry
Recently, as we were tidying up the Lady Chapel, we found 3 requests for
prayer shawls that we had not seen before. Each was very specific as to who it
was for and what color was needed, but they were not signed and could have
been there, unseen by us, for years. It saddens me that we missed this opportunity to make shawls for people in need.
If you would like a prayer shawl for a loved one, please speak to one of
us personally, so we can write down your request and see that you get it. Sometimes we have lots of shawls, and sometimes not, but we will always do our
best to make one for you.
We are so happy that our shawls are now going to Orange Regional Medical Center. This has been
such a wonderful addition to our ministry. ~Kathryn Parker, Chair

T

he Buildings and Grounds Committee, at the
direction of the Vestry, is forming a subcommittee to study handicap access to our Church
and Parish House. We are in need of volunteers
who want to serve on this committee. As this is a
study, participation on the committee will involve
research and will not involve any
actual construction. If you are interested in helping Grace Church
study the best way to create access
to our buildings please contact me
at Church or by email at
jbar1021@gmail.com. ~Joe Barrett

Click Here

Grace
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Calendar

T

Coffee Hour Fellowship

hinking about signing up for Coffee
Hour? Go online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/
coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture
to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour. Sign-up
from home or check to see when you signed up
to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for
coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How
much do I bake, bring or buy? If providing a
snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is
another way to help out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee. Donations can be dropped off in
the boardroom. As always, thank you for all
that you do for Grace Church!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kparker7@hvc.rr.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that
family dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare
your meals while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing
your shopping lists!
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
November 16, 2017 starting at 7:30
pm. All are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the September 21,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the August 18,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

