
 

December 24, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Christmas is not a time nor 
a season, but a state of mind. 
To cherish peace and goodwill, 
to be plenteous in mercy, is to 

have the real spirit 
of Christmas.” 

 
~Calvin Coolidge 

“I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of   

David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.” 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

Merry        Merry        

Christmas!Christmas!  
May your holiday be filled with 

joy and happiness. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

December 24, 2017 December 24, 2017 December 25, 2017 

Family Service and Pageant 

4:00 PM 

Choral Prelude 

 10:30 

Midnight Mass 

11:00PM 

9:00 AM   

Chalice Kathy Hamilton 

2nd Chalice Carla Boyer 

Acolyte Carla Boyer 

O.T. Lector Carla Boyer 

N.T. Lector Carla Boyer 

Intercessor Connie Herm 

Usher Volunteer 

Usher Volunteer 
        

The light shines in 

the darkness, and 

the darkness did 

not overcome it. 

Subdeacon Torry Guardino Subdeacon Tim Powers 

M.C. Phyllis Guardino M.C. Claire Newquist 

Thurifer  Thurifer David Brokaw 

Crucifer Rowan Bloomer Crucifer Rick Scott 

Acolyte 1 Daysha White Acolyte 1 Marlene Presley 

Acolyte 2 Janet Cusack Acolyte 2 Eileen Barrett 

O.T. Lector  O.T. Lector Tim Powers 

N.T. Lector  N.T. Lector Lourdes Cruz 

Intercessor Cloe Fain Intercessor Joseph Barrett 

Usher Anne Caldwell Usher Joseph Barrett 

Usher John Cusack Usher Sue Scott 

Sunday December 24th Fourth Sunday of Advent 9:00 AM - Morning Prayer 

 

Leaders:  Claire Newquist & Torry Guardino Ushers:  Phyllis Guardino & Volunteer 

Job Posting for Parish Secretary Position: 
As a result of the Guild of St Margaret receiving a five year grant from the NYS Hunger Prevention Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, Phyllis Guardino will be working full time for the Guild, leaving a vacancy in the 
Parish Office. As a result, Grace Church is seeking to hire a part time Parish Secretary. The Parish Secre-
tary will report directly to the Rector and be responsible for secretarial duties for the Rector and the Par-
ish, including but not limited to, answering the telephone, preparing correspondence, filing, entering da-
ta into the Membership software. The position will be for 16 hours/week, Monday-Friday. Additional 
hours, up to 20/week, may be required during busy times, such as Holy Week and the weeks before ma-
jor fundraisers. The specific hours and salary will de discussed during the interview process. 

Candidates for this position should have a high school diploma or GED and at least two years of office 
experience, including knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite and Excel. Knowledge of/experience with 
Church Windows and PayPal will be helpful. 

If you are interested in being considered for this position, please submit your resume to Eileen Barrett, 
Chair Personnel Committee, by January 12th 2018. 



 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, December 21st - 7:30 PM:  Monthly Vestry Meeting - all are welcome! 

Friday, December 22nd - Office closes early 

The Christmas Schedule is as follows: 

Sunday, December 24th - 9:00 AM:  Morning Prayer followed by the decorating of the Church 
    for Christmas. 
    4:00 PM:  Family Service and Pageant 
    10:30 PM:  Choral Prelude by the Grace Church Choir                         
    11:00 PM:  Midnight Mass 

Monday, December 25th - 9:00 AM:  Christmas Mass with music 

Tuesday, December 26th to Tuesday, January 2nd - Office Closed (reopens January 3rd) 

Tuesday, December 26th -  No Healing Mass  

Sunday, December 31st - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, January 2nd -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

Sunday, January 7th -  8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   

Tuesday, January 9th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certifi-
cates are available for sale 
EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 
5% on the sale of the cards 
from ShopRite, while you pur-
chase the cards at face value!  
Shoprite gift cards can make 
shopping for that holiday din-

ner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite 
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while 
helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we 
can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards 
credit card you can now accumulate points 
while supporting Grace Church!   

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

   

 

Sound in Vestments 
This Sunday morning, we will light the fourth and last candle on the Advent wreath. This candle is some-
times referred to as the “Angel’s candle”, because the Gospel reading appointed for the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent is an account of the Annunciation, in which the Angel Gabriel drops in on Mary and tells her that 
her life is about to change in an unimaginable way. (He also visits Joseph in a dream and reassures him 
that his new wife has not been unfaithful.) 

There is also a feast day devoted to the Annunciation which falls on March 25th, exactly nine months be-
fore Christmas. (In addition to all his other attributes, Jesus was very punctual.) Unfortunately, March 25th 
is Palm Sunday this year, so we will not hear this account together until next December. 

During the extended prelude to Midnight Mass, our choir will sing a setting of a lilting Basque folk carol, 
“The angel Gabriel from heaven came…”. It was first published in 1897 by French ethnomusicologist 
Charles Bordes, who “discovered” it while studying the folk traditions of the Basque region, which strad-
dles the border between France and Spain on the Atlantic coast. Shortly thereafter, the text was loosely 
translated from the Basque language into English by the Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould, an Anglican Priest. Rev. 
Baring-Gould is also responsible for the text of “Onward Christian soldiers…”. 

This is the last Sunday until next year that we will get to enjoy our seven purple banners. Although purple 
is appropriate for Lent as well, the banners are specific to Advent. Each of them carries a different name 
for Christ, referring to a particular attribute mentioned in the prophesies of Isaiah: 

 Wisdom Sapientia 

 Lord of Might Adonai 

 Root of Jesse Radix Jesse 

 Key of David Clavis David 

 Rising Dawn Oriens 

 King of Nations Rex Gentium 

 God with Us Emmanuel 

These seven attributes are taken from the O Antiphons, which are traditionally sung as responses to the 
Song of Mary (“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord…”) at evensong services on the seven days 
preceding Christmas Eve. The banners are arranged in this order around the perimeter of the nave, 
starting at the organ console. The order is significant, because the initial letters of each of the Latin titles, 
when read from last to first, spell 

ERO CRAS 

Latin for “Tomorrow, I will be…”, a cryptic reminder that Advent is drawing to a close and our Advent 
wreath will soon be replaced by a crèche. These seven attributes of Christ form the basis for the verses of 
the hymn “O come, O come Emmanuel…”, the traditional culmination of our Advent observances at Grace. 

If you have a music-related question, comment, or concern that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

Michael Saunders, 
Director of Music 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

  

 

Ice Crystals 

By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 
 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted. -- Ephesians 4:32 (NRSV) 

 Sometimes I just want to turn off the news, unplug the TV, stop the newspaper delivery, and ignore 
the online chatter.  I want to scream, “Stop the world, Lord.  I want to get off.” 

 But in the midst of all the shouting and sadness, I ran across two pieces I wanted to share with you 
this Christmas.  The first is from an anonymous 17th century sermon.  I don’t know from which Christian 
denomination it came, and it doesn’t really matter. 

 “Please be gentle with yourself and others.  We are all children of the Creator, and none can say 
why some fields blossom while others lay brown beneath the harvest sun.  Take hope that your season 
will come. 

“Share the joy of those whose season is at hand.  Care for those around you.  Look past your differences.  
Their dreams are no less than yours, their choices in life no more easily made. 

“And give.  Give in any way you can.  Give in every way you can.  Give whatever you possess.  Give from 
your heart.  To give is to love.  To withhold is to wither.  Care less for the size of your harvest than for how 
it is shared, and your life will have meaning, and your heart will have peace.” 

The second piece is from a flyer from the Mid Hudson Animal Aid, Essie Dabrusin Cat Sanctuary in Beacon, 
New York.  It talks of adopting a pet, but it could just as easily refer to adopting a child, or indeed to how 
we approach or treat any of God’s children, any of the people around us, neighbors or strangers. 

“When you are adopting a pet, take the time to meet the scared ones, the shy ones, the ones that don’t 
stick out to you, the ones with boring colors or missing limbs or eyes, the older ones, the frail ones, the 
ones that hiss, the ones that cower, the ones that seem beyond repair.  They have not given up.  They just 
need you.  And maybe you just need them, too.” 

Be kind, be always kind, and may the Peace of God, which passes all understanding, be yours this Christ-
mas, this coming year, and always. 

Last Sunday the children made Christmas cards 

for our homebound parishioners. 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

December 21, 2017 starting at 7:30 
pm.  All are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the November 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the October 19, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee 

hour.  Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.   Some-
times, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or 
buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and 

coffee.   Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, thank you for all that you do for 
Grace Church! 

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
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