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“I will give thanks to
the Lord with my whole
heart, in the assembly
of the upright, in the
congregation.”

Sunday January 28th
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 AM
CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

2ND CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

BETH MAISONET

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

CARLA BOYER
BETH MAISONET

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“Listen to your gut-it
knows everything. Your
head knows only some
things.”
~Henry Winkler

SUBDEACON

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

M.C.

RICK SCOTT

THURIFER

DAVID BROKAW

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

TIM POWERS
MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

PHYLLIS GUARDINO

O.T. LECTOR

TIM POWERS

N.T. LECTOR

RICK SCOTT

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

EILEEN BARRETT

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, January 28th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, January 30th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, February 4th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, February 6th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, February 11th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, February 13th -

There will be no Healing Mass today.
6:00 PM: Shrove Tuesday Potluck Dinner and Burning of Palms

Wednesday, February 14th - Ash Wednesday (and Valentine’s Day!)
Services at 12:00 PM and 7:00 PM
Friday, February 16th -

6:30 PM: Stations of the Cross (Please note: there will be stations of
the Cross each Friday of Lent)

Sunday, February 18th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

V

alentine’s Day is fast approaching, and
what better way to celebrate than to make
that love of your life a nice home cooked dinner, before evening Ash Wednesday Mass of
course!
hopRite Grocery Gift
Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday
after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the
sale of the cards from
ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can
make shopping for the
family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use
a rewards credit card you can now accumulate
points while supporting Grace Church!
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Click Here
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Sound in Vestments
In this week’s Gospel, Jesus and his growing band of followers travel to Capernaum, a city on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. When the sabbath arrives, he teaches in the local synagogue. Jesus apparently makes quite an impression on the congregation there, compared to the scribes who usually
taught them. They describe him as teaching “with authority”, although they did not yet know the source
of that authority. While there he exorcises an unclean spirit from one of the congregants, which amazes
them even more, and his fame begins to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
Sunday’s offertory anthem is based on an anonymous Latin text which was found in a fifteenth-century
manuscript in Karlsruhe, Germany. It was translated into English by Benjamin Webb, a priest in the Church
of England, and first published as a hymn in 1852:
O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
how passing thought and fantasy,
that God, the Son of God, should take
our mortal form for mortals’ sake. …
The text has a wide scope, taking in all of Jesus’ incarnate life, including his birth, baptism, identification
with human affairs, and daily ministry. The final stanza is a doxology. The text summarizes Christ’s life in a
manner similar to the Apostles’ Creed. A striking feature is the repetition of the words “for us”, to emphasize the fact that Jesus accomplished all of these things on our behalf.
On a personal note, this month marks my twenty-fifth anniversary as a member of our Grace Church family. I first attended Mass at Grace on Sunday January 3rd 1993, after having recently moved to Middletown
from Cornwall. (I had just totaled my car on Christmas Eve.) I was invited to sing in the choir by my friend
Pat Marquez, who had been attending Grace since her childhood. The Music Ministry was led by Andy
Stahl and Mary Caskey, and although I don’t make friends very easily, I immediately felt right at home. I
have a coffee mug on my desk with a photograph of that choir, taken on the front steps of the church in
our old red cassocks. Although most of them have left, there are a few familiar faces—Don, Louise, Eileen,
and Carl Lunden, who is now the rector at St. James in Goshen!
Although I can’t claim to be a “cradle Episcopalian”, I have always been an Episcopalian—I just didn’t realize it until I found Grace. Thank you for making me feel at home.
If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music

Accessibility Committee Update
The Accessibility Committee held its first meeting on January 21st. Joe Barrett accepted the position of
Chair; other members are Claire Newquist, Kathryn Parker, Don Boyer and Torry Guardino. At this
meeting we discussed ramps, lifts or elevators, and stair lifts and looked over some estimates given in
past years.
Accessibility has long been desired by both the church and the soup kitchen, but is now even more imperative as our congregation ages and newer grants require it. Our present monetary goal has yet to be determined but is to be raised in a joint effort between the church and the soup kitchen. The fund, called
the Accessibility Project Fund, has been opened and already has $2,000 in it!
Before our next meeting, we will be gathering information on many aspects of accessibility and we will
keep you informed as we go along. ~Kathryn Parker

Job Posting for Part-time Guild of St. Margaret Office Assistant:
Thanks to the Guild of St Margaret’s receipt of the 5 year NYS HPNAP (Hunger Prevention and Nutrition
Assistance Program) Grant, they are able to hire a part time Office Assistant. The Office Assistant will report directly to the Executive Director of the Guild. Duties and responsibilities of the position will include: answering the Guild telephone, dealing with the incoming and outgoing mail, maintenance of
office files, entering of data as required by various funding sources, management of the volunteer data
base and other tasks as required. The position will be for 16 hours weekly, although additional hours may
be required at specific times, such as when major grant applications are being prepared. Specific hours
and salary will be discussed at the interview.
Candidates for this position should have a high school diploma or equivalent and at least one year of
office experience. Candidates must be computer literate. Familiarity with Church Windows and PayPal
would be helpful.
Candidates should submit their resumes to Eileen Barrett, Chair of the Personnel Committee by Friday,
February 2, 2018. If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Eileen Barrett or Claire Newquist

D

ear Grace Family and Friends,

As of January 8, 2018, the Rector's Search Committees is no longer receiving names for the Rector’s
position. The Committee met on January 11, reviewed the applicants’ information, and submitted a list of
applicants’ names to the Office of Transition Ministry (OTM) for vetting. Thank you for your continued
prayers and support. ~Allison & John

A

dult education will continue reading from Devotional Classics (ed., Foster & Smith). This week we
will discuss the reading from George Buttrick, “A Simple Regimen of Prayer.” Feel free to join us
after the 10:30 coffee hour for spiritual conversation even if you haven’t done the reading.
If you have questions or suggestions for future adult education offerings, contact Tim at
tmp617@gmail.com or 646-584-6002. ~Tim Powers

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kmparker2255@gmail.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Coffee Hour Fellowship

T

hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee
hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or
buy? If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help
out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and
coffee. Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for
Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
February 15th starting at 7:30 pm. All
are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the November 16,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the December 21,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

