February 4, 2018 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“Sing to the Lord with
thanksgiving;
make music to our God
upon the harp.”

Sunday February 4th
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
8:00 AM
CHALICE

JANET CUSACK

2ND CHALICE

KATHY HAMILTON

ACOLYTE

KATHY HAMILTON

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

JANET CUSACK
BEV BAILEY

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

KAROL BAILEY
10:30 AM

“I refuse to accept the view that
mankind is so tragically bound
to the starless midnight of racism
and war that the bright daybreak
of peace and brotherhood can never
become a reality…. I believe that
unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word.”
~Martin Luther King, Jr.

SUBDEACON

MARLENE PRESLEY

M.C.

TORRY GUARDINO

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

ROWAN BLOOMER
DAYSHA WHITE

ACOLYTE 2

EILEEN BARRETT

O.T. LECTOR

CLOE FAIN

N.T. LECTOR

LIZZY ORTEGA

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

BOB WARNER

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Upcoming Events
Friday, February 2nd -

Deadline for the part-time job opportunities

Sunday, February 4th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, February 6th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass
A pill bottle Meeting will convene after the Healing Mass

Sunday, February 11th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, February 13th -

There will be no Healing Mass today.
6:00 PM: Shrove Tuesday Potluck Dinner and Burning of Palms

Wednesday, February 14th - Ash Wednesday (and Valentine’s Day!)
Services at 12:00 PM and 7:00 PM
Friday, February 16th -

6:30 PM: Stations of the Cross (Please note: there will be stations of
the Cross each Friday of Lent)

Sunday, February 18th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, February 20th -

Stations of the Cross
10:00 AM: Healing Mass

V

alentine’s Day is fast approaching, and
what better way to celebrate than to make
that love of your life a nice home cooked dinner, before evening Ash Wednesday Mass of
course!
hopRite Grocery Gift
Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday
after each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on the
sale of the cards from
ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift cards can
make shopping for the
family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use
a rewards credit card you can now accumulate
points while supporting Grace Church!

S

W

Sound in Vestments
This week’s Gospel resumes where last week’s ended, with Jesus’ earthly ministry becoming more widely
known throughout Galilee. After preaching in the synagogue, the brothers Simon and Peter brought Jesus
back to their house, where Simon’s mother-in-law lay in bed with a fever. Jesus took her by the hand and
lifted her up. The fever left her, and she immediately got up and began serving her houseguests. News of
Jesus’ miracles spread rapidly, and by dusk the house was surrounded by people seeking his healing touch.
Sunday’s offertory anthem is a reprise of a hymn that we sang just last week—“Dear Lord and Father of
mankind…”. In a recent poll taken by the BBC, it was voted one of Britain’s most beloved hymns, second
only to How Great Thou Art. Judging by some of your comments after last week’s Mass, it’s one of our favorites, too. The hymn is unusual in that not only didn’t the poet intend for his verses to be sung as a
hymn, but the composer didn’t conceive the melody as a hymn tune.
John Greenleaf Whittier was an American poet, born in Haverhill, Massachusetts in 1807. As a Quaker, he
believed that the true method for contact with the divine was through leading a sober life dedicated to
doing God’s will, seeking silence and selflessness. He wrote a seventeen-stanza poem called The Brewing
of Soma, in which he describes the concoction by East Indian priests of a “drink of the gods” and its intoxicating effect on worshipers. The text of “Dear Lord and father…” is taken from the last six verses of Whittier’s poem, which contrast the pagan practice with what he considered to be the serenity and sanity of his
Christian faith, culminating in the final stanza:
Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still small voice of calm!
Although much of Whittier’s poetry has been set to music for congregational singing, he modestly said of
himself:
I am really not a hymn-writer, for the good reason that I know nothing of music. Only a very few of
my pieces were written for singing. A good hymn is the best use to which poetry can be devoted,
but I do not claim that I have succeeded in composing one.
If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music

The following eyeglasses were found in the Parish
House. If they are yours or you know who they belong
to please contact Phyllis Guardino or Joe Barrett.

Click Here

Grace
Church
Calendar

Job Posting for Part-time Guild of St. Margaret Office Assistant:
Thanks to the Guild of St Margaret’s receipt of the 5 year NYS HPNAP (Hunger Prevention and Nutrition
Assistance Program) Grant, they are able to hire a part time Office Assistant. The Office Assistant will report directly to the Executive Director of the Guild. Duties and responsibilities of the position will include: answering the Guild telephone, dealing with the incoming and outgoing mail, maintenance of
office files, entering of data as required by various funding sources, management of the volunteer data
base and other tasks as required. The position will be for 16 hours weekly, although additional hours may
be required at specific times, such as when major grant applications are being prepared. Specific hours
and salary will be discussed at the interview.
Candidates for this position should have a high school diploma or equivalent and at least one year of
office experience. Candidates must be computer literate. Familiarity with Church Windows and PayPal
would be helpful.
Candidates should submit their resumes to Eileen Barrett, Chair of the Personnel Committee by Friday,
February 2, 2018. If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Eileen Barrett or Claire Newquist.

T

here will be no adult education this week as I will be out of town. Then on the 11th there will be a
special class with the church school children that adults are welcome to join on why we do what we
do at Mass. If you have questions or suggestions for future adult education offerings, contact Tim at tmp617@gmail.com or 646-584-6002. ~Tim Powers

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kmparker2255@gmail.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Coffee Hour Fellowship

T

hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee
hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or
buy? If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help
out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and
coffee. Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for
Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
February 15th starting at 7:30 pm. All
are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the November 16,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the December 21,
2017 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

