April 8th, 2018 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“Blessed

are those
who have not seen
and yet have come to
believe."

Sunday April 8th
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 AM
CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

2ND CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

ACOLYTE

CARLA BOYER

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

BETH MAISONET
CARLA BOYER

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

GAIL LICHWICK
10:30 AM

“Good deeds
are the best
prayer.”
-Serbian proverb

SUBDEACON

TORRY GUARDINO

M.C.

TIM POWERS

THURIFER

LENORA VAUGHN

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

EILEEN BARRETT
MARLENE PRESLEY

ACOLYTE 2

DAVID BROKAW

O.T. LECTOR

LOURDES CRUZ

N.T. LECTOR

JOE GAYTON

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

SUS SCOTT

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, April 8th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, April 10th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, April 15th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, April 17th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, April 19th -

7:30 PM: Monthly Vestry Meeting

Sunday, April 22nd -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, April 24th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Saturday, April 28th -

4:00 PM: Tricky Tray

Sunday, April 29th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, May 1st -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Tricky Tray Baskets and Merchandise
Grace
Thanks to all who have already brought in items for the Tricky Tray,
either baskets or donated merchandise. If you are bringing items in
Church
Click Here
please make certain that you give them either to Phyllis or Ally or to
one of the Committee members (Anne Caldwell, Sue Scott, Meg CatiCalendar
zone, Eileen Barrett, or Claire Newquist) so that we know that they
are for the Tricky Tray and who they are from. We also want to
make sure that they are kept in a secure location to
avoid losing anything. Once again, thanks for all suphopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are
port for this event. ~Claire Newquist
available for sale EVERY Sunday after
each service. Grace Church receives 5% on
the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
Getting to know each other:
you purchase the cards at face value!
Its time to update our Grace Church
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the
photo wall in the lobby! It would be
family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of
nice to have more current pictures to
Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your
welcome our Rector candidates and
meals while helping Grace Church. Please
our new Rector when he or she
keep us in mind when preparing your shopcomes. We have several photograping lists!
phers in the parish, and we can are are happy
range to have them available after
and pleased to
both Masses in March and April to take pictures
announce that we
of individuals and/or families. As soon as we
can now accept credknow for certain when our photographers will be
it card purchases for
available, we will post this information on the bulthe ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a reletin board outside Phyllis' office and in the Episwards credit card you can now accumulate
points while supporting Grace Church!
tle. So keep a look out for the dates. ~Claire
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Easter Celebration 2018

Easter egg hunt and flowering of
the Cross.

Mother Dresser talking to the children on Easter
Sunday.

The Easter Vigil at St. James Episcopal Church in
Goshen.

Sound in Vestments
Happy Easter! It’s not necessary to say “Happy belated Easter” because, like Christmas, Easter is not just a
day, but a season. Christmastide is twelve days long, leading up to the Feast of the Epiphany. Eastertide lasts
for fifty days, culminating in Pentecost. (If you have enough self-discipline to make your chocolate bunny last
that long, I admire you.) This Sunday is officially known as the Second Sunday of Easter, but it has several
other names which you may or may not have heard of.
Sunday marks the end of the Octave of Easter. An octave is a period of eight days during which there are
continued celebrations of a feast. This practice was first introduced in the fourth century during the reign of
Constantine I, when the dedication of the basilicas at Jerusalem and Tyre were each observed with an eightday celebration. Soon, annual liturgical feasts began to be dignified with an octave. The octaves of Easter,
Pentecost, and Epiphany provided a period of time for the newly baptized to take a joyful retreat. The number of feasts which had an octave associated with them proliferated through the Middle Ages, but they have
since been reduced until only the octaves of Christmas and Easter remain.
This Sunday is also known as Thomas Sunday, after the event described in this week’s Gospel, John 20:19–
31. Jesus’ parting words to the Marys on that first Easter morning were “go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” Somehow Apostle Thomas didn’t get the message in time, because he missed
the joyful reunion later that evening. When his companions told him what had happened, he refused to believe them without having seen and touched the risen Christ’s wounds. He would have to wait a week for his
proof, when Jesus re-appeared at the same house, this time with Thomas present. Although we have saddled him with a disparaging nickname, “Doubting Thomas” was the first to publicly proclaim Christ to be
both human and divine in his delayed confession of faith: “My Lord and my God!”.
Sunday is also known as Low Sunday, probably because of the abrupt change in liturgical altitude compared
to last Sunday. (My ears have been popping all week.) This nickname is further perpetuated by the fact that
attendance at Mass on the Sunday after Easter tends to be somewhat sparse.
I saved my favorite for last. Each Sunday of the liturgical year has a pretentious Latin name, which is derived
from the opening words of the introit appointed for that Sunday. (Centuries ago, the introit served the same
purpose as our processional hymn does today.) That makes this Sunday Quasi modo Sunday!

“Like newborn infants, [long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation…]”
—1 Peter 2:2
If you associate the phrase Quasi modo with a misshapen bell-ringer at Notre Dame Cathedral, that’s not just
a coincidence! The character Quasimodo, created by Victor Hugo in his novel Notre Dame de Paris
(commonly translated as The Hunchback of Notre Dame) was abandoned as a baby on the steps of the cathedral on the Sunday after Easter, 1467. In the book, he was adopted by the archdeacon, Claude Frollo:
He baptized his adopted child and called him Quasimodo; whether it was that he chose thereby to commemorate the day when he had found him, or that he meant to mark by that name
how incomplete and imperfectly molded the poor little creature was. Indeed, Quasimodo, oneeyed, hunchbacked, and bow-legged, could hardly be considered as anything more than an
“almost”.
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music

The Annual Grace Church

Tricky Tray
We need everyone’s help!

Here’s what you can do:
- Create theme baskets or donate single tray items
(gift cards, tickets, new gift items, etc.)
- Sponsor a basket and we’ll shop / create a
basket for you
- “Re-gift” new items others would like to win
- Solicit donations from businesses (tickets, gift
cards, merchandise, services, dining,
entertainment, etc.) - a solicitation form letter
is available (Please see a committee member to avoid
duplicate requests to local businesses.)
- Donate money toward food items to sell at the
event and / or donate a dessert item
- Sign-up to set-up, clean-up, assist with ticket
sales, serving refreshments, etc.
- Place flyers (will be available soon) at work,
school, community & business locations
- Invite your family, friends and co-workers
- Donate a new bike, smart TV, major sports
event
tickets, or contribute toward a major prize
- Place lawn signs in well-traveled areas in
and
around Middletown
Thank you!

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kmparker2255@gmail.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Coffee Hour Fellowship

T

hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee
hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or
buy? If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help
out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and
coffee. Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for
Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
April 19th starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the January 18,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the February 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

