April 15th, 2018 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

“See what love the
Father has given us,
that we should be
called children of
God."

Sunday April 15th
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 AM
CHALICE

CARLA BOYER

2ND CHALICE

BETH MAISONET

ACOLYTE

BETH MAISONET

O.T. LECTOR
N.T. LECTOR

CARLA BOYER
BEVERLY BAILEY

INTERCESSOR

LISA DENISCO

USHER

LISA DENISCO

USHER

KAROL BAILEY
10:30 AM

“Anyone can be happy
when they get what they
want; the challenge is to
stay grateful and peaceful
even when the world
around you feels crazy
and dangerous and
horrible.”
~ELIZABETH GILBERT

SUBDEACON

TIM POWERS

M.C.

RICK SCOTT

THURIFER

CLAIRE NEWQUIST

CRUCIFER
ACOLYTE 1

CAROLANNE CUSACK
LENORA VAUGHN

ACOLYTE 2

EILEEN BARRETT

O.T. LECTOR

TIM POWERS

N.T. LECTOR

RICK SCOTT

INTERCESSOR

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

JOSEPH BARRETT

USHER

BOB WARNER

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, April 15th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, April 17th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, April 19th -

7:30 PM: Monthly Vestry Meeting

Sunday, April 22nd -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, April 24th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Wednesday, April 25th -

5:00 PM: Tricky Tray set-up

Friday, April 27th -

3:00 PM: Tricky Tray set-up

Saturday, April 28th -

4:00 PM: Tricky Tray

Sunday, April 29th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, May 1st -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

O

ur Parish’s Annual Meeting, which takes place
every May, is quickly approaching. As you
know, we elect our new slate of Vestry Officers and
Church representatives at this meeting. The following positions are coming open:
Senior Warden
4 Vestry positions
Delegate to Convention
Alternate Delegate to Convention
If you have a desire to serve Grace Church and would
like to run for one of these offices, please contact
Torry Guardino, Liz Bloomer or Lisa DeNisco. If you
have already agreed to serve, thank-you.
~Claire Newquist & Torry Guardino

Getting to know each other:
Its time to update our Grace Church photo
wall in the lobby! It would be nice to
have more current pictures to welcome
our Rector candidates and our new Rector
when he or she comes. We have several photographers in the parish, and we can arrange to have
them available after both Masses in March and
April to take pictures of individuals and/or families. As soon as we know for certain when our
photographers will be available, we will post this
information on the bulletin board outside Phyllis'
office and in the Epistle. So keep a look out for
the dates. ~Claire Newquist

S

hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are
available for sale EVERY Sunday after
each service. Grace Church receives 5% on
the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while
you purchase the cards at face value!
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the
family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of
Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your
meals while helping Grace Church. Please
keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!
e are happy and
pleased to announce that we can now
accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a
rewards credit card you can now accumulate
points while supporting Grace Church!

W

Calling all bakers!

Bring in your Baskets!

Our basket genies are beginning to work on
The Refreshment Committee for the Tricky
the remainder of the baskets that are needTray is is need of baked goods to sell at our
ed. As soon as you have put your baskets toevent. We are in need of cupcakes, cookies,
gether, please bring them in so the “genies”
pies, cakes, brownies, etc. Anything that we can cut
can see what we have and can work their magic!
up and sell individually. There is a sign up sheet
outside of Phyllis office.
If you feel you cannot put a basket together and
would like to sponsor a basket, please contact Claire
If anyone has any questions, please contact Patty
Newquist or Sue Scott. They will put a basket toSeekamp or Christine Parella.
gether for you! OR if you have the items and don’t
know how to put it together, just ask Claire and Sue
they will help you.
Our goal is 100 baskets!

Sound in Vestments
Brian Wren (b. 1936), was born and raised in Romford, Essex, England. He earned several degrees from
Oxford University and was ordained in the United Reformed Church in Great Britain. On April 4, 1968, Rev.
Wren was preparing for Holy Week observances at his Congregational Church in Essex, when he heard the
devastating news from Memphis, Tennessee. With Easter ten days away, Christians around the world
were suddenly faced with the challenge of reconciling the violent assassination of the leader of the nonviolent Civil Rights Movement with the good news of the resurrection.
Rev. Wren met this challenge by composing the words that we will sing together at the closing of Sunday’s
Rite II Mass:
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die…
“Christ is Alive!” was originally titled, “The Crucified Lord”. Rev. Wren recalls…
I tried to express an Easter hope out of that terrible event, in words which could be more widely applied, and wrote “Christ is alive!” because our available hymns spoke of Easter as a glorious event
long ago, far away, and high above…
The fourth verse is a touchstone for the King assassination, in which Rev. Wren brings the resurrection into
the midst of human suffering as expressed in racism, war, and all of the ways that we hurt and destroy our
fellow human beings:
In every insult, rift, and war
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
he suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, though ever crucified.
…I could not let Easter go by without speaking of this tragic event which was on all of our minds…
The hymn tries to see God’s love winning out over tragedy and suffering in the world…There is tension and tragedy in these words, not just Easter rejoicing.
Rev. Wren, now a citizen of the United States, is professor emeritus of worship at Columbia Theological
Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. He has published eight collections of his hymn texts and two additional collections with his wife Susan Heafield, a United Methodist minister. His hymns appear in virtually every
English language hymnal published since 1980.
One of the leading hymn writers from England who led the way in what has been called the “hymnic explosion” of the 1960s, ’70s, and ’80s, Rev. Wren’s texts are often prophetic and jarring, leading some to
call him the “sandpaper” of the hymn writers of his generation. While his message is disturbing at times, it
is also hopeful:
Christ is alive!
Michael Saunders,
Director of Music

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kmparker2255@gmail.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Coffee Hour Fellowship

T

hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee
hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up
to do coffee hour. Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour can
Grace
seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or buy? If
Church
Click Here
providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help out. We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins,
Calendar
forks, spoons, creamers and coffee. Donations can be dropped off in the
boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for Grace Church!

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
April 19th starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the January 18,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the February 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

