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“As the Father has
loved me, so I have
loved you; abide in
my love."
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“Everybody needs beauty as well as bread,
places to play in and
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strength to body and
soul.” ~John Muir
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, May 6th -

9:00 AM: Combined Service - Annual Meeting follows

Tuesday, May 8th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, May 13th -

Happy Mother’s Day!
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, May 15th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, May 17th -

7:30 PM: Monthly Vestry Meeting - all are welcome!

Sunday, May 20th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, May 22nd -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, May 27th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Monday, May 28th -

Memorial Day

Tuesday, May 29th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass
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I

am pleased to announce that in the current
edition of The Episcopal New Yorker there is
an article written by our own Kathryn Parker! To
read Kathryn’s article, click here and then click on
the article heading entitled “Is It Too Late?” ~Joe
Barrett

hopRite Grocery
Gift Certificates
are available for sale
EVERY Sunday after
each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on
the sale of the cards
from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at
face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your
meals while helping Grace Church. Please
keep us in mind when preparing your shopping
lists!
e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

W

Tricky Tray Wrap-Up
As you all know, we held our 5th annual Tricky Tray last week. We welcomed approximately ninety-five
individuals through our doors and excited them with our creativity in putting together 139 opportunities
to win. Not only did we have 103 baskets, but we also had 33 gift certificates from local establishments.
And don't forget about our enticing grand prizes, which consisted of an Xbox gaming system, a spa gift
certificate, a 32 inch Smart TV, a genuine Italian leather pocketbook, a hand stitched sampler made by
one of our parishioners, an adult mountain bike and a basket of cheer that needed two people to carry!
After reviewing our receipts, donations and expenses, we have revised our total profit to $4,000!
I would like to thank everyone individually here, but I fear if I do, I will leave someone out. So I say a general thank you to everyone who asked the public for donations, created a basket, sponsored a basket, donated a grand prize, entertained the crowd while calling numbers, set up speakers, made signs, sent out
mailings, created flyers and press releases, put out road signs, took pictures, baked goodies, made/sold
delicious snacks, donated your time to the day (set up, clean up and sales during the day) or just came
out and enjoyed the event! I say this every time, but it really is true, WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
~Eileen Barrett

"We would like to thank the following businesses for their generous donations of goods and services that
helped make our Tricky Tray a success. Please consider supporting them in return!” ~Meg Catizone
Carvel Ice Cream
Daddy’s Donuts
Fuji Japanese Steakhouse
Holy Dog
Olde Erie Brew Pub
Perfume World
Q Collections
Something Sweet Dessert Café
Texas Roadhouse
Wal Mart

Carlo’s Pizzaria
Deli Licious Italian Pork Store
Hanami Japanese Restaurant
Home Depot
Olive Garden
Peru Cuisine
Quinnz Pinz
Sugar Shack
Tire Discount Center
Wash Co.

Crystal Run Spa
DeFilippis Bakery
Hannaford
Hudson Valley Renegades
Paleteria
Price Chopper
Saffron Indian Restaurant
Taco Factory
Vineyards Wines and Spirits

Tricky Tray Photos

Meet The Candidates:
For Senior Warden:
Joseph Barrett - Joseph was born and raised Roman Catholic. He began attending Grace Episcopal Church
in 2009 and has been an active member of Grace since. Joe was officially welcomed into the Episcopal
Church in June 2011 and is currently one of the publishers of the weekly email Epistle. In addition, he
serves as the Chair of the Buildings and Grounds Committee, is a member of the Rector Search Committee, has been Delegate to the Diocesan Convention since 2013 and is an usher at Sunday services. Joe
lives with his wife Eileen in Otisville.
For Vestry:

Allison McLean - Allison has been a resident of Middletown for almost 17 years and regularly started
attending Grace Episcopal Church about 6 years ago. She currently serves on the Vestry, as co-chair of the
Rector’s Search Committee, and on the Endowment and Finance Committees. She is employed as a teacher for children with special needs. When time permits, she enjoys gardening, going to the gym, and entertaining. For her, Grace has been a place of healing, renewal and spiritual growth.
Joseph Gayton - Joseph has attended Grace Church for about 20 years and has been a member of the
church choir for most of that time. He has enjoyed participating in concerts to benefit the Guild of St.
Margaret Soup Kitchen and joining his choir in fellowship with other choirs. Joseph hopes to be an asset
to the Vestry if elected and is proud to have been nominated.
John Cusack - John has been attending Grace Church since 1994. Prior to this, he was a member of St
John's Roman Catholic Church in Goshen NY. John currently serves as co-chair on the Rector Search Committee, Endowment Committee, and Guild of St. Margaret Advisory Board. Additionally, he is a member of
the Personnel Committee and teaches in Grace's Sunday School. In the past he has served as Vestry member and Junior Warden. John is honored to be considered for a leadership position at this exciting time in
the life of Grace Church.
Delegate to 2018 Convention: Joseph Barrett
Alternate Delegate to 2018 Convention: John Cusack

Sound in Vestments
The creed that we recite together every Sunday includes a short biography of Jesus. Among other things, it
reminds us that…
On the third day, he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the father.
The “third day”, of course, refers to Easter Sunday. What the creed doesn’t mention is that after Jesus rose
from his tomb he continued his ministry for another forty days here on earth before he ascended to heaven.
Next Thursday, the fortieth day of Eastertide, is the Feast of the Ascension, one of the seven Principal Feasts
of the Church Year. The four days leading up to this feast are traditionally known as Rogation Days, from the
Latin rogare, meaning “to ask”. During this time, it is customary to process around the lands asking God’s
blessing on the earth and the newly planted crops. This tradition began in Europe in the year 470, when
earthquakes occurred during a time of severe famine. The Archbishops of Vienna at the time ordered that
special prayers be said for the land and the crops. The tradition then spread throughout western Europe, arriving in Britain in the 8th Century.
In some parts of Britain, Rogation became known as “gang week”, from the Anglo-Saxon word gang, meaning “to go”. People walked around their parish, blessing each field as they came to it. In coastal districts, the
sea and fishing boats would be blessed with prayers for a good fishing season ahead.
During the Reformation, processions of all
sorts were banned, and the custom of
“beating the bounds” evolved. The people
and clergy would walk around the boundaries of a parish. At each boundary marker, an
oak tree, boulder, or whatever, they would
stop; the gospel was read, and then boys of
the parish were beaten with willow rods to
help them remember where the boundaries
were. Today, a more humane beating the
bounds takes place in some parishes where,
using willow wands, the boys beat the ancient boundary markers instead. Grace has
its own version of this tradition, which was
brought to us by Mother Leslie—when the
churchyard isn’t too soggy, we process outside at the conclusion of Rite II and ask God’s blessing on the earth.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kmparker2255@gmail.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Coffee Hour Fellowship

T

hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee
hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes,
signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or buy? If
providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help out. We are in
need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee. Donations can be dropped off
in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for Grace Church!

Vestry News

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
May 17th starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the March 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the February 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

