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“God gave us eternal
life, and this life is
in his Son."

Sunday May 13th

Seventh Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM
Chalice

Carla Boyer

2nd Chalice

Janet Cusack

Acolyte

Janet Cusack

O.T. Lector
N.T. Lector

Carla Boyer
Janet Cusack

Intercessor

Lisa DeNisco

Usher

Lisa DeNisco

Usher

Gail Lichwick

10:30 AM

“How is it possible that
the most intellectual species—notice I said intellectual and not wise—is
destroying its own
home?” Jane Goodall

Subdeacon

Lenora Vaughn

M.C.

Tim Powers

Thurifer

Claire Newquist

Crucifer
Acolyte 1

Torry Guardino
Phyllis Guardino

Acolyte 2

Eileen Barrett

O.T. Lector

Mike Saunders

N.T. Lector

Tim Powers

Intercessor

Joseph Barrett

Usher

Joseph Barrett

Usher

Bob Warner

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Upcoming Events
Sunday, May 13th -

Happy Mother’s Day!
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, May 15th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, May 17th -

7:30 PM: Monthly Vestry Meeting - all are welcome!

Sunday, May 20th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, May 22nd -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, May 27th -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Monday, May 28th -

Memorial Day

Tuesday, May 29th -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

S

Volunteers Needed!
As the time quickly approaches
when Fr. Victor and Rhonda move
into the Rectory, work continues to
prepare it for the occasion. A dedicated group of volunteers has been repairing
broken windows and spackling nail holes. The
walls will need to be touched up with pain and
the work on the windows continues. If you are
able to help with any of the work, please contact Joe Barrett.

hopRite Grocery
Gift Certificates
are available for sale
EVERY Sunday after
each service. Grace
Church receives 5% on
the sale of the cards
from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at
face value! Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your
meals while helping Grace Church. Please
keep us in mind when preparing your shopping
lists!
e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

W

The annual blessing of our churchyard on Rogation Sunday

The Grace Church Annual Meeting followed a festive combined coffee hour following last Sunday’s 9:00 AM Mass.

The 173rd Grace Church Annual Meeting

Photos above: Torry, Claire and Allison provide reports at the Annual Meeting

Our new Senior Warden, Joe Barrett; present Junior
Warden, Claire Newquist; and outgoing Senior
Warden, Torry Guardino

The newly elected: Joe Barrett, Senior Warden; Allison
McLean, second term on the vestry; John Cusack, new
(again) vestry member. Missing is Joseph Gayton, who
was acting in a play in Sullivan County.

Junior Warden’s Report—2018
I tried, without success, to find a suitable Biblical quotation to open this report, so I decided to go with
another inspirational source—classic rock. While those of you who know me, might suspect that I would
quote the Boss (I mean Bruce Springsteen) I decided to go with Jerry Garcia and the Grateful Dead:
“Lately it occurs to me what a long, strange trip its been…”
I don’t think any of us would have guessed when Father John took us by surprise in September of 2015
when he announced his retirement that some 2 1/2 years later we would still be waiting for a new rector.
Certainly, its NOT for the lack of hard work on the part of the Search Committee and the Vestry. It is, I
posit, because we have needed this time to prepare for the future, and during this period we have been
blessed in a number of ways.
First, Mother Ruth Anne was a caring, nuturing Interim Pastor who helped us begin to make the transition
from “this is the way we have always done it” to “maybe we could try something a little different.” We
were all a little worried when Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy left towards the end of last year, thinking
that we might have a different supply priest each week or two. Fortunately, Mother Dresser has been
willing and able to spend the past 5 months (and a bit more) with us. She too has been caring and nuturing—and done so much more than “Sunday Supply”—and she also challenged us to try some different
things liturgically and personally. Thanks to Mother Dressers efforts we’ll be adding to the ranks of acolytes and lectors!
Finally, we have been blessed to have Torry Guardino as our Senior Warden. I can’t imagine anyone
better suited to help guide us through this transition period than Torry. I know that this wasn’t what he
bargained for when Father John asked him to run for the position of Senior Warden back in 2012 when my
term was ending. In fact, I remember a sermon that Torry preached shortly after Father John’s announcement in which he described the shock of learning, one, that Father John was retiring and, two, that he
(Torry) would become the person responsible for the day to day running of the church. I am grateful that
I have had the opportunity to work with Torry and support him in his efforts to keep things running
smoothly. He has done an incredible job!
While I can’t take any credit for the work that Torry has done (well, I did agree with Father John that Torry
would make a great Senior Warden), Torry and I can take some credit for our dedicated and hardworking
Search Committee Chairs and Committee members. We did help select them (and I learned from Bishop
Dietsche at the Warden’s Conference yesterday thats it okay to take credit for selecting (hiring) good people). We have, I hope, provided them with care and support during this very challenging and demanding 2
1/2 years. The job of developing a parish profile, identifying the skills needed in a new Rector, reviewing
resumes and identifying and interviewing potential candidates to meet the needs of the parish and fill the
position of Rector took a lot of time, energy, patience and determination. We certainly have had the right
people for that job. My thanks and gratitude go out to all of them.
I’ve learned two things during this transition period. First, things are better than seem to us. Torry and I
have been told repeatedly by visiting clergy how wonderful our parish is and how well maintained our
buildings are. The second is that we have adapted to change and uncertainty while not losing the essential qualities that define us.
All of this has helped us prepare for the challenge of welcoming a new priest—hopefully sooner than later— and moving forward. I know that I hope, and I suspect many of you do too, that much of what we
love about Grace Church will not change, or at least not too much. I am also looking forward with excitement and anticipation for what might change. Who will we be welcoming into our parish family in the
coming years, how will we be known in the Middletown community and beyond in the future? Are there

new ministries we might take on? Are there changes to our space of new uses for it that await us? Will
that discolored spot over the choir ever be painted?
Whatever the future will bring, I think we are now ready and willing to embrace it as a parish family. And
that is my prayer for the future, that we continue to work together to support one another and our community. And, since I can’t end without at least one quote from the Boss, one day “we’ll look back on this
and it will all seem funny,” or more truthfully worth the wait!
Respectfully submitted:
Claire Newquist, Junior Warden

Rector Announcement
Dear Sisters and Brothers of Grace Church:
The Wardens and Vestry are excited to announce the calling of the Rev. Victor Sarrazin to be the 20th Rector of Grace Episcopal Church. After a 28 month search process, our Rector-elect was unanimously chosen
by the Vestry on Monday, April 23. The Bishop was advised of our selection, and following the completion
of the required paperwork, we received his permission to officially make this announcement at the Annual
Meeting.
Father Victor most recently served for 11 years as Rector of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Sierra Vista,
Arizona. He received a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from St. Mary’s Seminary in Perryville, Missouri and
a Master of Divinity from St. Thomas Theological Seminary in Denver Colorado.
In his own words from the cover letter he submitted with his information to the Search Committee, “As a
classically trained and experienced spiritual guide (director), I place a high value on prayer, Bible study,
and direct service projects. In this integrative way, we bring together the key directives of our faith, to
love God and to love neighbor. As a preacher and teacher, I am especially skilled at explaining biblical lessons in a clear and conversational manner, routinely connecting our Christian ideals to everyday life and
our spiritual journey.”
Father Victor and his wife Rhonda will be moving into the rectory the week of May 28th, with his official
duties as Rector beginning on June 4th. He describes himself as a “tinkerer” and is looking forward to participating on the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Rhonda is currently teaching at the United Nations
International School in New York. They both enjoy hiking and are looking forward to all that the surrounding area has to offer.
May God guide and bless our new Rector and his family, and the congregation of Grace Church over the
coming months and years, as we grow steadily forward into the future which He has lovingly planned for
us.
Yours in Christ,
Torry Guardino
Senior Warden

Claire Newquist
Junior Warden

Senior Warden’s Report
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
(Romans 8:25)
Good morning and blessings to all of my brothers and sisters at Grace Church. When I started my first term
as Senior Warden, I thought to myself, should I be so blessed to be elected to three terms, at the end of
the next six years, my children would all have graduated from high school and either completed or be in
the middle of their college years, my wife and I would have celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary, and,
gasp, I would be 50 years old. The furthest thought from my mind was that after three and a half of those
six years, Grace Church would find itself about to embark on a transition journey in search of its twentieth
rector, let alone that said search would be ongoing for more than two years.

I would like to a minute to thank and recognize Eileen Bloomer, the Clerk of the Vestry, whose dedicated
and faithful service is much appreciated, as it is no easy task to record and meticulously prepare the
minutes of every Vestry meeting. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our vestry members
completing their terms this year, Liz Bloomer, Lisa DeNisco, and Allison McLean. Their terms also started
before our rector search began, but each rose to the challenge of managing the business of the church in
the absence of a rector, and all three were also active members of the Search Committee, with Allison
acting as co-chair.
Speaking of the Search Committee, I’m not sure if everyone understands the magnitude of the responsibilities they were charged with and have so dutifully and faithfully accepted. So I will list them here. Their
charge stated that the Search Committee assume the following responsibilities on behalf of the Vestry:
Work with the Canon for Transition Ministry and Interim Pastor.
Determine and employ appropriate group dynamics in order to build a sense of community and

common purpose, strengthen knowledge of each other, and develop strong communication channels.
Establish, and revise periodically as necessary, a projected timetable for the fulfillment

of the

Search Committee’s responsibilities.
Determine the format for and conduct a self-study of the congregation.
Develop a parish profile which tells the story of the parish: demographics, needs, community envi-

ronment, history, vision, dreams, and mission.
Complete the Office for Transition Ministry Portfolio.
Develop and implement a process for screening candidates including written questions, reference

checks, telephone or Skype interviews, site visits, and face-to-face interviews with final candidates.
Develop a uniform system of rating and ranking candidates.
Communicate the progress of the Search Committee regularly to the parish through announce-

ments, bulletins, and Epistle articles.
Communicate with candidates to update them on their status in the process.
Recommend up to three (3) final candidates to the Vestry for election and call.

Not a short list. This was much more than reviewing a few resumes, visiting a couple of churches and conducting some face-to-face interviews. This group of dedicated and faithful volunteers has put forth a tre-

mendous effort in executing perhaps the most important of responsibilities this parish has asked of any
group in at least the last 20 years.
My sincere thanks to Co-chairs John Cusack and Allison McLean, and all those that have served on the
committee – Joe Barrett, Liz Bloomer, David Catizone, Lourdes Cruz, Lisa DeNisco, Andrew Higgins, Nancy
Karp, Kathryn Parker and Michelle Tubbs. This group truly allowed The Holy Spirit to guide their hearts and
minds as they completed their duties.
I am happy to report that after more than two years, the Search Committee was officially released of their
charge after presenting the final results of their search effort to the Vestry on April 8th of this year.
On Monday April 23rd the Vestry held a special meeting for the purpose of electing a Rector. After prayerful consideration, the Vestry voted unanimously to extend a call to Reverend Victor Sarrazin to be the 20th
Rector of Grace Church, which he enthusiastically accepted. He and his wife Rhonda will move into the
rectory the week of May 28th, with his official duties as Rector beginning on June 4th.
The prayers of support and encouragement throughout this process were palpable and my appreciation
for that cannot be over stated. Special thanks to our Junior Warden, Claire Newquist. Without her guidance and faithful leadership, this transition period could have gone very differently. She spends countless
hours tending to the business of the church, being a sounding board to bounce ideas off, organizing the
weekly liturgy, serving on multiple committees including co-chairing Guild of Saint Margaret Advisory
Board, and many other contributions too numerous to list. Grace Church is truly blessed to have Claire as
part of our family.
These are exciting times for Grace Church. I am proud to have been able to serve as Warden for these last
six years, and as I am reminded of last year’s stewardship campaign theme, I am looking forward to “New
Beginnings”.

Respectfully Submitted,
Torry Guardino
Senior Warden

Tricky Tray Lawn Signs
If you volunteered to place lawn signs for
our Tricky Tray Fundraiser, please collect
them from where you placed them and
return them to Grace Church. We reuse
them from year to year to reduce costs.
Thank you! ~Eileen Barrett

Can You Help?
We are missing a 6 inch round plate that
says “Live Much, Laugh Much, Love
Much.” If you know where the dish might
be, please contact Eileen Barrett or Lisa
DeNisco. It was last seen at coffee hour a
couple of weeks ago.

Sound in Vestments
I am writing this on the fortieth day of Eastertide, also known as the Feast of the Ascension, one of the seven
Principal Feasts of the Church Year. Because it falls on a Thursday, we don’t observe this feast at Grace, unless it happens to coincide with a vestry meeting.
The account of Christ’s ascension is described at the beginning of Acts of the Apostles. As the apostles are
gazing dumbfounded at the cloud that engulfed their teacher, two mysterious men in white robes appear
and reassure them:
“This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
The apostles then return to the room in Jerusalem where they had been hiding from the Jews, the same
room where the risen Christ had first revealed himself to them forty days before. There they devote themselves to constant prayer, together with his mother and brothers.
Sunday’s choir offering was composed by a married couple, Paul and Ruth Manz, as they held a vigil at the
bedside of their three-year-old son, John, who had double pneumonia and a high fever. The doctor and medical staff had told them that the boy would not recover, so they took turns keeping him company, Ruth by
day and Paul by night.
Paul was the organist and cantor at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, and Ruth, although not a musician, was a gifted poet. Faced with the prospect of losing her son, Ruth wrote down a paraphrase of a
theme from Revelation 22 during one of her shifts:
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come,
And night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun,
For Christ will be their All!
That night, Paul wrote an a cappella setting of the text for four-part mixed choir. He and Ruth continued their
vigil until their son’s struggle finally came to an end. Although they created it as a personal act of prayer,
their composition has since achieved worldwide popularity and has been featured in the annual Festival of
Lessons and Carols presented by the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge.
Ruth died in 2008 at the age of 89. Within a year, Paul lay on his deathbed at the age of 90, surrounded by
family members who comforted him by singing the musical prayer that he and his wife had written some 55
years before—the prayer that was answered by their son’s miraculous recovery. Among the singers was the
inspiration for the composition, Pastor John Manz, who was approaching retirement after a long career as a
Lutheran minister at the same church where his father had played the organ.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive
criticism about any aspect of the
Music Ministry at Grace, please let
me know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Your Search Committee
Co Chairs:

Members

John Cusack

j.cusack@usa.net

Joe Barrett

jbar1021@gmail.com

Allison McLean

apsmclean@hotmail.com

Liz Bloomer

lbloomer6@yahoo.com

David Catizone

dcat4128@gmail.com

Lourdes Cruz

lcruz1959@gmail.com

Lisa DeNisco

lisadenisco@gmail.com

Kathryn Parker

kmparker2255@gmail.com

Michelle Tubbs

mct053099@yahoo.com

Coffee Hour Fellowship

T

hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee
hour. Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour. Sometimes,
signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or buy? If
providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help out. We are in
need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee. Donations can be dropped off
in the boardroom. As always, thank you for all that you do for Grace Church!

Vestry News

The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
May 17th starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the March 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the February 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Liz Bloomer lbloomer6@yahoo.com

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

