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“We have the power to create a 
new world and to destroy this 
one.  How we choose depends 
on whether we recognize our 
connectedness to the larger 
wholeness of creation and our 
self-perception as servants 
and not dominators.” 
            ~The Rt. Rev. Allen K. Shin  

8:00 AM  

Chalice Kathy Hamilton 

2nd Chalice Carla Boyer 

Acolyte Carla Boyer 

O.T. Lector Carla Boyer 

N.T. Lector Janet Cusack 

Intercessor Patty Seekamp 

Usher Patty Seekamp 

Usher Bob Seekamp 

10:30 AM   

Subdeacon Marlene Presley 

M.C. Tory Guardino 

Thurifer Lenora Vaughn 

Crucifer David Brokaw 

Acolyte 1 Claire Newquist 

Acolyte 2 Phyllis Guardino 

O.T. Lector Tory Guardino 

N.T. Lector  

Intercessor Mark Strunsky 

Usher Bob Warner 

Usher Sue Scott 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html 

Trinity Sunday 

Sunday, May 27th 

Margarita Ostergaard 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html


 

 

   

 

 Well, I have some good news and some 
bad news.  (Don’t you just hate it when 
someone starts an article that way?  The 
good thing about it, though, is that I 
haven’t lost you yet, have I?  You’re still 
reading.  So it was a good hook.) 

I’ll start with the bad news:  Since  
becoming our new Senior Warden,  
Joe Barrett has more responsibilities at 
the church, especially now with our new 
Rector starting.  This means that he has 
to give something up and, after careful 
consideration and some sadness, he  
decided that it must be The Epistle.  Joe 
has been putting The Epistle together for 
a few years now, getting it out to us 
faithfully on Thursday or Friday so we 
can all see what’s happening at Grace and 
what some of us are supposed to be doing 
on Sunday morning.  Joe broke the news 
to me gently and, although shocked at 
first, I outwardly maintained my compo-
sure.  It has been a pleasure in many ways 
to work with Joe, from his dedication, to 
his ideas, to his skill, to his sense of  
humor, and I am sad that our work on The 
Epistle is coming to a close.  However, he 
does plan to write some articles and I 
know he will still be taking photos. 

The good news is that Nancy Karp has 
graciously agreed to accept the job of 
Editor once again.  Some of you will re-
member that Nancy and I did The Epistle 
before Joe and I did.  She has the skills 
needed and is equally dependable and 
handy with a camera.  So once I got over 
the shock of Joe leaving, discussions en-
sued and all agreed that I could see if  
Nancy would agree to take it on again.  I 
asked her by email so that if she said no 
she wouldn’t see me crying.  I told her 
that she was at the top of my list of peo-

ple to work with on The Epistle and then I 
confessed that actually I didn’t even have 
a list.  Nancy didn’t read my email for a 
couple of days, leaving me sweating it out, 
but then she responded with an enthusi-
astic yes.  Thank you, Nancy, and I look 
forward to resuming our work together.  
We were also a good team. 

The good news for me is that I get to keep 
the same old job that I’ve always had, that 
of Copy Editor, part-time photographer 
and sometimes writer.  All I have to do is 
look things over and make sure they’re all 
correct.  This goes well most of the time 
and, if mistakes creep in from time to 
time, our readers seem to be a forgiving 
group. 

Also, The Epistle will now be emailed to 
you from the church office instead of from 
Joe and the office will also be mailing out 
the hard copies to our homebound  
members and placing copies in the church 
for Sunday.   

Please join me in thanking Joe for his 
faithful service to The Epistle, and  
welcoming Nancy back as Editor. 

— Kathryn Parker   

Passing  

the Baton 

Welcome,  
Isabella Rose,  
to the Grace 

Church family! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 27th - 8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Monday, May 28th -  Memorial Day 

Tuesday, May 29th - 10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Sunday, June 3rd -  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:15 AM:  celebration of Mother Dresser’s ministry with us at a combined coffee hour between Masses 

 10:30: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Monday, June 4th -  Father Sarrazin’s first day as our Rector 

Sunday, June 10th -  Father Sarrazin celebrates his first Sunday with us. A celebratory coffee hour will follow each Mass.  
 8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Tuesday, June 12th –  4:00 PM until closing:  5 Guys Fundraiser to benefit the Guild of St. Margaret. See poster for details! 

Wednesday, June 13th –  10:00 AM: Healing Mass 

Friday, June 15th –  6:00 – 9:00 PM: Sip and Shop Fundraiser – free admission. See poster in this Epistle for details! 

S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are availa-
ble for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-

vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of 
the cards from 
ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at 
face value!  Shoprite 
gift cards can make 
shopping for the family 
easy.  Our ongoing 
fundraiser of Shoprite 

gift cards helps you prepare your meals while 
helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

W e are happy and pleased to announce 
that we can now accept credit card pur-

chases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you 
use a rewards credit card you can now accumu-
late points while supporting Grace Church!   

Adult Education:  

Bible study will continue 
this Sunday with our read 
through of the first letter 
to the Corinthians. Join 
us for lively discussion 
and faith sharing follow-

ing the 10:30 Eucharist.   For further  
information contact Tim Powers— 
tmp617@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

 

   

This Sunday is The First Sunday after Pentecost, also known as  

Trinity Sunday. To mark the occasion, the choir has prepared a 

setting of “Ye watchers and ye holy ones…”, set to the tune Lasst uns 

erfreuen. We traditionally sing the same pairing of text and tune as a hymn 

on All Saints’ Sunday, but the last verse is devoted to the Holy  

Trinity, so we will be reprising it as Sunday’s offertory anthem. 

The tune Lasst uns erfreuen was first published in 1623 in a German 

hymnal called Auserlesene, Catholische, Geistliche Kirchengesäng 

(Selected Catholic Spiritual Church-Songs). It was edited by  

Friedrich Spee, a Jesuit priest, who is also widely credited as the com-

poser of the hymn. Although Spee was a prolific hymn writer, he was 

more influential during his lifetime as an opponent of the methods 

used in witch trials, which typically involved torturing the defendant 

on the rack until she confessed. (If she was able to  

withstand the torture without confessing, that was also regarded as evidence of sorcery.)  

He wrote a treatise called Cautio Criminalis (Precautions for Prosecutors), which led to the 

gradual suppression of torture and witch-burning in Germany. 

This Sunday’s Gospel includes the central tenet of our faith as Christians. In the third chapter of 

John’s Gospel, Jesus says to Nicodemus: 

“…God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who be-

lieves in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

It wouldn’t be difficult to justify having this particular verse incorporated into our weekly  

liturgy. Instead, we hear it only three times in our three-year lectionary cycle—during Lent in 

Years A & B and on Trinity Sunday in Year B. 

Not surprisingly, this verse has inspired compositions by many different composers, notably  

Sir John Stainer, an English organist and choirmaster who set standards for Anglican Church 

music which continue to be influential. During Communion, our choir will sing an a cappella 

setting of “God so loved the world…”, which he composed in 1887 as part of an oratorio,  

The Crucifixion. 

Sunday’s hymns include: 

 48 O day of radiant gladness… 

 367 Round the Lord in glory seated… 

 362 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! (A favorite o f Father John’s) 

 473 Lift high the cross! (When we sing this hymn I always think o f Andrew Higgins, 

  who took these words to heart whenever he served as crucifer.) 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the 
Music Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service. 

Michael Saunders — msaunde1@stevens.edu 

Director of Music 

Sound in Vestments 

mailto:msaunde1@stevens.edu


 

 

   

 

  



 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

        Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net  

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net                          Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com     

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You 
may sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386
-5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.  
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies.  When you see something yum-
my on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available.  Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee 
Hour together.  

Thank you to those who have donated coffee and paper products. We have plenty right now. 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

June 21st starting at 7:30 pm.  All are 
invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the April 19, 2018 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the March 15, 

2018 Vestry meeting, click here.  

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:aprilseven2@gmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:acfain@earthlink.net
mailto:gaygreatguy@yahoo.com
mailto:cherm51@yahoo.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:rsuescott@gmail.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xcAQ-8Abt-OdUG50RkQXMrdpOF4LijAu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DaDv1ZZEvH-M5ZEfJioYjujNoxWEtux/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DaDv1ZZEvH-M5ZEfJioYjujNoxWEtux/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xcAQ-8Abt-OdUG50RkQXMrdpOF4LijAu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17HPsaWHcStcWO7gbtWTIhu0F23SxJkP0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17HPsaWHcStcWO7gbtWTIhu0F23SxJkP0/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit


 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 
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