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Sunday, June 10th
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

God doesn’t
remove
obstacles from
our path.
Instead,
we are given
the strength
and courage
to walk
our path regardless of
where it leads.
~Forward Day by Day,
October 25, 2012
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

A Message from
our new Rector
Dear Grace Episcopal Church,

Rhonda and I are thrilled to be part of this
wonderful faith community and extremely
grateful for the warm welcome we have
received. We look forward to meeting
each of you and entering into the faith
journey that God will call forth from us.
A special thank you to all who went out of
their way to make our arrival wonderful:
from the folks who have repaired windows
in the rectory and set up office machines
to the anonymous cooks who left food and
goodies for us.
THANK YOU, ONE AND ALL!
Fr. Vic

New Vestry Member
As many of you know, Joe Barrett's election to
the position of Senior Warden left a vacancy on
the Vestry. During the May meeting, the Vestry voted unanimously to have Anne Caldwell
fill the seat vacated by Joe. Anne will serve
the remaining two years of Joe's term. Anne is
a long-time member of Grace Church and has
had experience serving on the Vestry in the
past. She also has been actively involved in
co-leading the Church School for a number of
years. Anne is a dedicated member of the
Altar Guild and Tricky Tray chairperson.
We welcome Anne to the Vestry.
— Claire Newquist, Jr Warden

Save the Date!
Mid-Hudson Regional Council Meeting
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
9:30am-3pm at St. James Hyde Park

After our business meeting, we will engage with the topic of CLIMATE CHANGE and our role in caring for God’s creation.
Featuring keynote speaker, the Rev. Jeff Golliher and Hudson River
Playback Theatre, a group that fosters change through storytelling,
music and interactive performance.

Our Sip and Shop is right around the
corner (June 15th) and we could use
some help. This is an easy event for us,
no heavy lifting! We are selling raffle
tickets, 50/50 and food! There will be a
sign up sheet on the bulletin board
outside the offices. Any help is a
great help!

Passing
the Baton
We are also looking for some baked

Please see Eileen Barrett
or Claire Newquist.

goods that do not require flatware.
For example, brownies, cookie bars,
and cookies. If you are interested in
baking something for us, please sign up
on the sheets outside of the offices and
let us know what you can make.
Cash donations are also welcome to help
purchase other items needed.

We are now accepting items
to sell at our annual tag sale.
Please place all items outside
the “processing” room in
the basement and bring
all clothes in on hangers.
There are two racks to hang them on in the hallway.
Please make sure your items are clean
and not broken.

If you have any questions,
please contact Mark Strunsky
or Eileen Barrett

Coming
August 18!

Sunday, June 3:
Children’s Sunday &
Mother Dresser’s
Farewell Coffee Hour

Upcoming Events
Sunday, June 10 -

Father Sarrazin celebrates his first Sunday with us.
A celebratory coffee hour will follow each Mass.
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tuesday, June 12 –

4:00 PM until closing:
5 Guys Fundraiser to benefit the Guild of St. Margaret.

Wednesday, June 13 –
Friday, June 15 –

10:00 AM: Healing Mass
6:00 – 9:00 PM: Sip and Shop Fundraiser
– free admission.

Adult Education:
Bible study will continue
this Sunday with our read
through of the first letter
to the Corinthians. Join
us for lively discussion
and faith sharing following the 10:30 Eucharist. For further
information contact Tim Powers—
tmp617@gmail.com

S

hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of
the cards from
ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at
face value! Shoprite
gift cards can make
shopping for the family
easy. Our ongoing
fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

W

Sound in Vestments
If you are interested enough in our Music Ministry
to read this article, you know that we are in the
midst of a search for our next organist. The timing
of this search is unfortunate, since so many qualified
candidates are committed to ministries of their own
at this time of year. In spite of that, we have had
eight different guest organists play for us over the
past six months, and there are several more who
have expressed an interest in the position.
Attracting qualified applicants has not been difficult.
The fact that Grace is the home of a well-maintained
pipe organ is a strong selling point for a professional organist. Our concert series and the outreach
efforts of our Music Ministry reinforce our reputation as a congregation where music is appreciated
and taken seriously. I am optimistic that we will
attract a musician who is worthy of that reputation.
For the past three Sundays, our guest organist has
been Bruce Xu (pronounced “shoe”), who lives with his parents in Sloatsburg, down in Rockland County. At
age fifteen, Bruce already has an impressive bio:
Bruce Xu has j ust completed his sophomore year at the high school program of UNCSA, the University
of North Carolina School of the Arts, having studied organ performance with Dr. Timothy Olsen. He was
also a member of their Cantata Singers. Bruce concurrently held the position of Music Intern at Augsburg
Lutheran Church in downtown Winston-Salem.

Bruce was introduced to the organ at age nine at the Sloatsburg United Methodist Church, where he began
accompanying hymns and learning about Christianity. Within a month, he started taking lessons with Jimrae Lenser, the Director of Music at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Tuxedo, and later went on to study
with Craig Williams, the Organist and Choirmaster at West Point’s Cadet Chapel. Since then, Bruce has
developed a passion for playing the pipe organ.
Bruce is honored to have won last year’s UNCSA/Salem College High School Organ Competition. As a
2017 Rising Star, he will perform at the 2018 National Convention of the American Guild of Organists in
Kansas City.
Aside from making music, Bruce enjoys playing soccer. Bruce is thankful for his parents, all of his supporters, and God. If you haven’t heard Bruce play our organ yet, you are in for a treat!
Sunday’s hymns include:
391

Before the Lord’s eternal throne…

533

How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise!

671

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound…

569

God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest…

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You
may sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386
-5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies. When you see something yummy on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available. Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee
Hour together.
Thank you to those who have donated coffee and paper products. We have plenty right now.

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
June 21st starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the April 19, 2018
Vestry meeting, click here.

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the March 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack jlcomg83@gmail.com

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com

A couple more photos of Isabella’s Baptism

