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Sunday, June 17th
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As human beings
we value the experience that comes
with age. We are reminded over and
over again with
statements like
'older and wiser'
and 'respect your
elders,' promoting
age as something to
be cherished and
respected.
~Jenna Morasca
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

On the last day of church school until September, the children
received summer fun-themed presents and had ice cream together at Sweet Frog.

We are now accepting items
to sell at our annual tag sale.
Please place all items outside
the “processing” room in
the basement and bring
all clothes in on hangers.
There are two racks to hang them on in the hallway.
Please make sure your items are clean
and not broken.

If you have any questions,
please contact Mark Strunsky
or Eileen Barrett

Coming
August 18!

NYC Pride March 2018
Sunday, June 24
Check in for Episcopalians: 3 p.m.
Formation Block: 17th Street between 7th and 8th
Avenue

Other details:
Section Number 7
Order Number within the Section 39
Confirmed Group Size 200

Tips for the day:
Wear comfortable shoes.
Stay hydrated.

Pocket Prayer Cloths
Would you like a mini prayer shawl for
yourself or a friend? In a basket on the table just
inside the front door, there are crocheted or
knitted pocket prayer cloths for anyone who
would like one. They have all been blessed by the
Rector of Grace Church and were made to bring
you comfort by symbolizing both God’s love for
you and the prayers of others for your health and
well-being. They are small enough to slip into
your pocket or purse, to tie to a crib or keep by
your bedside or beside you when you drive, or use
in any way you wish to bring you comfort and
peace and the knowledge that you are never
alone, that God is always with you.

If you don't need to bring a bag/backpack, please
don't. NYPD will be searching bags.
For more information click here.

T

he Accessibility Committee has need of an
up-to-date wheelchair in VERY GOOD TO
EXCELLENT condition. This is to be kept in
the church for anyone who may need it. If you have
one that you can donate, please let Kathryn Parker,
Claire Newquist or Joe Barrett know. We can arrange for pick-up.

Adult Education:
Bible study will continue
this Sunday with our read
through of the first letter
to the Corinthians. Join
us for lively discussion
and faith sharing following the 10:30 Eucharist. For further
information contact Tim Powers—
tmp617@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
Friday, June 15 Sunday, June 17 -

6:00 – 9:00 PM: Sip and Shop Fundraiser – free admission
HAPPY FATHER”S DAY!
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, June 20 -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, June 21 -

6:30 PM: Healing Mass
7:30 PM: Monthly Vestry Meeting - all are welcome!

Sunday, June 24 -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, June 27 -

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, July 1 -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

S

hopRite Grocery
Gift Certificates
are available for sale
EVERY Sunday after
each service. Grace
Church receives 5%
on the sale of the
cards from ShopRite,
while you purchase the cards at face value!
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the
family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!

W

e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

Sound in Vestments
In case you missed the announcement during coffee hour last Sunday, our choir is enjoying the first week of
a well-deserved summer hiatus. It’s only Wednesday, and I miss them already. Of course, I’m looking forward to seeing each of them at Mass on Sunday mornings, but it won’t be the same.

For those of you who attend Rite II regularly, I don’t have to tell you that our congregation is richly blessed
with musical talent, both in the choir and in the pews; however, talent alone is a pretty flimsy foundation
upon which to build a ministry. The bedrock of our music ministry continues to be the dedication of the
choir, as well as their respect for each other and for our shared vocation. They demonstrate their selflessness in countless ways, both musical and non-musical, week in and week out.
Alicia, Fern, Janet, Lorraine, Marg, Nancy, Nancy, Eileen, Joe, Mark, Dave, and Fred—thank you for serving
our Grace Church family “with gladness and singleness of heart”, without which it would be impossible to
make music.
We have just embarked upon the longest “season” of the church year—the Second through the Twenty-Sixth
Sundays after Pentecost—which is not really a season at all in the same sense as Advent & Christmas and
Lent & Easter. The Music Ministry observes this transition by expanding our repertoire of hymns to include
one each week which does not appear in The Hymnal 1982. Finding an appropriate combination of hymns to
complement a particular Proper is more challenging during the summer, because suddenly there are thousands of hymns to choose from instead of only 720.
This week’s featured hymn was written in 1869 by the Reverend Robert Lowry, a prolific hymn writer and
Baptist minister. He is more familiar to us as the composer of “Shall we gather at the river…”, which we have
sung for the last few summers. The 1860’s were a tumultuous decade, even in the relative safety of Brooklyn
where Rev. Lowry spent much of his ministry. Although he was well north of the Mason-Dixon Line, life in
the city was not without its challenges for the young minister and his flock. In spite of those trials—or maybe
because of them—he was inspired to write the following:

Through all the tumult and the strife
I hear the music ringing;
It finds an echo in my soul—
How can I keep from singing?
Reverend Lowry’s hymn was rediscovered during the folk revival of the 1960’s. Pete Seeger helped to popularize the song by singing a more secular version which included a verse inspired by the “witch hunts” of the
House Un-American Activities Committee:
When tyrants tremble, sick with fear,
And hear their death-knell ringing, …
When friends by shame are undefiled,
How can I keep from singing?
Sadly, the words Pete sang a half-century ago are equally timely today—only the names and hairstyles of the
tyrants have changed.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Last Sunday We Welcomed
Father Victor and Rhonda To
Grace Church!

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You
may sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386
-5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies. When you see something yummy on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available. Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee
Hour together.
Thank you to those who have donated coffee and paper products. We have plenty right now.

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
June 21st starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the April 19, 2018
Vestry meeting, click here.

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the March 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack jlcomg83@gmail.com

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com

Save the Date!
Mid-Hudson Regional Council Meeting
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
9:30am-3pm at St. James Hyde Park

After our business meeting, we will engage with the topic of
CLIMATE CHANGE and our role in caring for God’s creation.
Featuring keynote speaker, the Rev. Jeff Golliher and Hudson
River Playback Theatre, a group that fosters change through storytelling, music and interactive performance.

The Rt. Rev. Andrew Dietsche will preach and preside at Holy Eucharist. More information and registration materials will follow soon.

