June 24, 2018 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

Sunday, June 24h
FORTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

To lie sometimes
on the grass
under trees on a
summer’s day,
listening to
the murmur of
the water,
or watching
the clouds float
across the sky,
is by no means
a waste of time.
— John Lubbock

8:00 AM
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10:30 AM
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David Brokaw
Claire Newquist
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Lorraine Witkowski
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Intercessor

Mark Strunsky

Usher

Joe Barrett
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Mark Strunsky

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

News from the Guild of St. Margaret

(L to R) Kim; Ally, Kate at the Soup Kitchen donation table at the June 12th Five Guys Fundraiser benefiting
the Guild of St. Margaret.

Many of you may remember
that in June of 2013 the Guild
of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen
added a breakfast program
operating Monday-Friday to its
daily lunch program. This was
in response to the need of individuals who were working,
often as day laborers or at
seasonal jobs, and unable to
come for lunch. We felt it was
important to provide at least
one healthful meal each day for as many people as we
could.

People coming for breakfast
Monday-Friday are now able to
sign up to receive a bag lunch
each day. The lunch consists of
a sandwich, a beverage (selfstable milk or water) and a piece
of fruit. Those people who sign
up to recieve a bag lunch will
not be allowed to come to the
Soup Kitchen for the noon meal
on the day they receive the bag
lunch.

In the first few days of operation the bag lunch program
provided 15 bag lunches on Friday, 6/15 and 10 bag
In discussions about how to continue to improve services lunches on Monday, 6/18. The number of lunches providto the individuals we serve, it was suggested that we
ed were slightly lower on Tuesday and Wednesday, avconsider providing a bag lunch for people who work dur- eraging 4, but on Wednesday fried chicken was served
ing the day. The GSM Advisory Board voted to begin the for lunch! We will keep you posted on how the new initiabag lunch program as a pilot on Friday, June 15.
tive progresses.
—Claire Newquist

Upcoming Events
Sunday, June 24

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, June 27

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, July 1

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II
NOTE: No Wednesday Healing Masses on July 4 & 11

Summer office hours are 10am - 1pm, Monday through Friday.
Father Vic is also available outside office hours by appointment. Fr. Victor Sarrazin,
17 Crescent Place, Middletown NY 10940
845-343-7986 frvic.grace@warwick.net

S

Father Victor and Rhonda will be out of town
from July 2nd through July 16th as they
travel to Arizona to bring their dogs to their
new home in Middletown (this is Spirit who
is looking forward to being reunited with his
"mom" and "dad.") Mother Dresser will be
back with us for the two Sundays that
Father Victor is away.

hopRite Grocery
Gift Certificates
are available for sale
EVERY Sunday after
each service. Grace
Church receives 5%
on the sale of the
cards from ShopRite,
while you purchase the cards at face value!
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the
family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!

W

e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

NYC Pride March 2018
Sunday, June 24
Check in for Episcopalians: 3 p.m.
Formation Block: 17th Street between 7th and 8th
Avenue

Other details:
Section Number 7
Order Number within the Section 39
Confirmed Group Size 200

Tips for the day:
Wear comfortable shoes.

Pocket Prayer Cloths
Would you like a mini prayer shawl for
yourself or a friend? In a basket on the table just
inside the front door, there are crocheted or
knitted pocket prayer cloths for anyone who
would like one. They have all been blessed by the
Rector of Grace Church and were made to bring
you comfort by symbolizing both God’s love for
you and the prayers of others for your health and
well-being. They are small enough to slip into
your pocket or purse, to tie to a crib or keep by
your bedside or beside you when you drive, or
use in any way you wish to bring you comfort and
peace and the knowledge that you are never
alone, that God is always with you.

Stay hydrated.
If you don't need to bring a bag/backpack, please
don't. NYPD will be searching bags.
For more information click here.

T

he Accessibility Committee has need of an
up-to-date wheelchair in VERY GOOD TO
EXCELLENT condition. This is to be kept in
the church for anyone who may need it. If you have
one that you can donate, please let Kathryn Parker,
Claire Newquist or Joe Barrett know. We can arrange for pick-up.

Adult Education:
Bible study will continue
this Sunday with our read
through of the first letter
to the Corinthians. Join
us for lively discussion
and faith sharing following the 10:30 Eucharist. For further
information contact Tim Powers—
tmp617@gmail.com

Sip & Shop — Ladies’ Night Out

Our first Sip and Shop was a great success! If you
missed it, you missed a lot of fun! We had approximately 45 people come and visit our vendors. Everyone who came enjoyed a complimentary glass of
red or white sangria! It was a great night to shop
and hang out with our church community. All of our
vendors were happy with the crowd that came.
Some did better than others but overall it was a
success. We do not have the final profit numbers
but we definitely made money! This fundraiser afforded us the opportunity to purchase new lighter
weight tables to use at all of our events. Aside from
this event we will be using our new tables at our tag
sale instead of having to rent others.
Thank you to everyone who helped that night and
to all the behind the scenes workers who helped
make this night happen!
— Eileen Barrett

June 20, 2018
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
“Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it." And he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them (Mark 10:15-16).
I pray that by the time this letter reaches you the hundreds and hundreds of children, including small babies, who have been
taken by force from their parents and are currently detained in this country will be returning to their families. People across the
political spectrum and faith communities in America are joining in heartbroken and outraged opposition to what may well be
the cruelest and least defensible policy decision by an American president and administration in our memory.
The recordings and photographs of the children are almost impossible for any caring person to apprehend. I left New York late
last week to baptize my youngest grandchild, and as we watched my daughter’s happy, carefree children in their safe home she
turned to me and said, “I can’t follow this news story. I can’t even open the articles.” Because it does violence to our eyes and
ears, and assault and battery to our hearts. It strikes terror. And it is racist. And it is systematic child abuse.
The human cost of this administration’s policy is being paid by the smallest and most vulnerable among us, and by parents
agonizing over their separation from their children. It is an increasing worry that some of these children may never be able to
be reunited with their mothers and fathers. Some may be lost forever. Long after this policy is shut down, which it will be, the
trauma experienced by these children, even those who are safely reunited, will continue to mark and shape them. That this tsunami of human suffering is being imposed to leverage and further a political end is a pure evil. And it must be named as such.
“Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?” That question is asked in
churches in the Diocese of New York before font and altar at every Baptism, and it speaks directly to the responsibilities of
Christians living in a broken country, and calls us to consider the obligations that come with that renunciation. If the things we
do and the things we say are not defined and guided by (or are incompatible with) the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and by his Sermon on the Mount, and his new commandment of godly love, then they are plainly unchristian.
We know that America is as divided today as it has ever been. For a long time we have been driven into political camps by the
policies of our leaders and government. We know that faithful Christians may disagree over partisan political philosophies,
though we see that we are living in those divisions and participating in them with a greater weight of emotional investment and
even hatred than we are used to. We are in trouble as a people and a nation. Yet it will be a mistake for us to look at this treatment of children and imagine that this is just another political debate or even another misguided policy. This “policy” exposes
the deep sickness and toxic infestation of human sin. And it exposes a fundamental immorality within this administration. Which we must not forget.
Today Margaret and I will give some of our money to bring relief to these children, and help for their families. And we will
pray for the Episcopal Church as it prepares to gather in Convention in Texas. Right now we have to do anything we can to
save the children. And then we must save the Beloved Community. And then we must save the common life we share with all
people. So that we may save America.
"Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one" (John 17:11).
With every good wish, I remain
Yours,

The Right Reverend Andrew ML Dietsche
Bishop of New York
As this letter is going out we are learning that the president is taking action to reunite these families. I am profoundly grateful for that. But this was very much a
crisis of his own making, which was entirely preventable. So that now the reunion of families will have to take place alongside the therapeutic care of these traumatized children. Again, the world has never more needed the church to be the church, and that life of active faith and witness must be more than reflexive reaction to
each new crisis. May God grace us to come together that we may help one another, and our president and all elected leaders, to rise to the high calling of God and
live out those values which are for us Christians the inheritance of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Sound in Vestments
Last week, we heard Mark’s version of The
Parable of the Mustard Seed—how the
kingdom of God is like the smallest of
seeds, which, once sown, grows to be a tree
large enough to accommodate birds who
seek its shelter. (Mother Ruth Anne read us
Matthew’s version of the same parable last
summer.)
This week’s Gospel picks up where last
week’s left off. After Jesus runs out of parables, he tells the disciples he would like to
cross to the opposite shore of the Sea of
Galilee. (I’m beginning to see why Jesus recruited fishermen to be his disciples—it
seems like he’s always hitching rides with
them back and forth across the sea.) This
was not a routine voyage, however—it was
Etching by Jan Luyken from the Bowyer Bible,
a test of their faith. As Jesus slept soundly
Bolton Museum, England.
in the stern, a storm sprang up and the boat
began to take on water. The disciples had not taken the parable to heart, because they feared
for their lives. Just as the boat was about to be swamped, Jesus awoke and rebuked the
wind and sea, saying “Peace! Be still!”, and the storm abated. He rebuked the disciples more
gently for their lack of faith.
The verses of this week’s featured hymn were written in Germany in 1752 by Katharina von
Schlegel and translated into English by Jane Laurie Borthwick a century later. The final ingredient for “Be still, my soul…” was provided by Finnish composer Jean Sibelius. He composed Finland ia for the Press Celebrations of 1899, which were a covert protest against increasing censorship imposed by the Russian Empire. The “Finlandia Hymn” is the last of
seven tableaux, each depicting an episode of Finnish history. With different words, it has
become an unofficial national anthem of Finland. With the words we will sing together on
Sunday morning, we will remind each other of a truth which we all need to re-learn daily:
… your best, your heavenly friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect
of the Music Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.
Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You
may sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 3865622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies. When you see something yummy on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available. Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee
Hour together.
Thank you to those who have donated coffee and paper products. We have plenty right now.

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
June 21st starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the April 19, 2018
Vestry meeting, click here.

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the March 15,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com

We are now accepting items
to sell at our annual tag sale.
Please place all items outside
the “processing” room in
the basement and bring
all clothes in on hangers.
There are two racks to hang them on
in the hallway.
Please make sure your items are clean
and not broken.

If you have any questions,
please contact Mark Strunsky
or Eileen Barrett

Coming
August 18!

