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Sunday, July 1st

FORTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

We must not, in
trying to think
about how we
can make a big
difference, ignore the small
daily difference
we can make
which, over
time, add up to
big differences
that we often
cannot foresee.
— Marion Wright Edelman

8:00 AM
Chalice

Carla Boyer

2nd Chalice

Claire Newquist

Acolyte

Allison McLean

O.T. Lector

Carla Boyer

N.T. Lector

Allison McLean

Intercessor

Lisa DeNisco

Usher

Karol Bailey

Usher

Lisa DeNisco

10:30 AM
Subdeacon

Phyllis Guardino

M.C.

Rick Scott

Thurifer

Claire Newquist

Crucifer
Acolyte 1

Rowan Bloomer
Daysha White

Acolyte 2

Marlene Presley

O.T. Lector

Lizzy Ortega

N.T. Lector

Caroleanne Cusack

Intercessor

Joseph Barrett

Usher

Joseph Barrett

Usher

Mark Strunsky

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

On Friday, June 22, the Search Committee held its celebration dinner at Olde Erie.

Please Mark
Your
Donations!
If you are
dropping
off items,
for the Tag Sale, please
be sure let someone in the
church office know you are doing so -- or put a sign on it that
says “donation” so we know
that the items are intended for
the Tag Sale. Thank you!

Save the Date!
Mid-Hudson Regional Council Meeting
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
9:30am-3pm at St. James Hyde Park
After our business meeting, we will engage with the topic of CLIMATE CHANGE and our role in caring for God’s creation.

Featuring keynote speaker, the Rev. Jeff Golliher and Hudson
River Playback Theatre, a group that fosters change through
storytelling, music and interactive performance.
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Dietsche will preach and preside at Holy
Eucharist. More information and registration materials will follow
soon.

Accessibility
Committee
Update
The Accessibility Committee is pleased to
report that work continues on our need to
provide access for all into our Church and
Parish House. The committee has been focusing on the planning and design of a ramp
leading into the lobby of our Parish House.
To that end, we have been working with Ron
Goodrich of Goodrich Construction, Middletown, to determine the feasibility of such a
ramp. The Vestry has approved the expense
of purchasing a set of engineered drawings,
which will be developed by Fusco Engineering of Middletown. Once we have a set of
completed drawings we will be able to obtain
a cost estimate to build a ramp. We will keep
you updated on the progress of this project.
— Joe Barrett
Photo at left: With a little imagination
you can see how, once a ramp is built and
the door is raised to the lobby floor level, parishioners and guests will enter via
the new ramp.

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to my
wonderful Grace Church family for your
prayers, cards, messages, phone calls and
LEM visit while I was in the hospital.
You’re an amazing bunch of people —
God bless you one and all!
Love, Nancy Karp

Upcoming Events
Sunday, July 1

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Sunday, July 8

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

NOTE: No Wednesday Healing Masses on July 4 & 11
Summer office hours are 10am - 1pm, Monday through Friday.
Father Vic is also available outside office hours by appointment. Fr. Victor Sarrazin,
17 Crescent Place, Middletown NY 10940
845-343-7986 frvic.grace@warwick.net

S

Father Victor and Rhonda will be out of town
from July 2nd through July 16th as they
travel to Arizona to bring their dogs to their
new home in Middletown (this is Spirit who
is looking forward to being reunited with his
"mom" and "dad.") Mother Dresser will be
back with us for the two Sundays that
Father Victor is away.

hopRite Grocery
Gift Certificates
are available for sale
EVERY Sunday after
each service. Grace
Church receives 5%
on the sale of the
cards from ShopRite,
while you purchase the cards at face value!
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the
family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!

W

e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

NYC Gay Pride Parade 2018

Photos by
Tim Powers

Sound in Vestments
Every Sunday morning we have the opportunity to gather together with our friends in our beautiful stone
church and celebrate The Eucharist. Even during Lent, we take breaks from our penitence for weekly celebrations. This Sunday, we have more reason to celebrate than usual, because it’s almost Independence Day. July
4th is listed as a “Major Feast” in the Book of Common Prayer, and it has a set of scripture lessons devoted to it
in our lectionary. You won’t find any references to the USA in the bible for obvious reasons—the anniversary
of our Declaration of Independence is granted liturgical significance because as Americans we have the freedom to worship as we please. Although we take that freedom for granted, it doesn’t exist everywhere in the
world.
Sunday’s featured hymn was requested by Fred Startup. Like so many hymns, America, the Beautiful was a
collaboration between a poet and a musician who never met.
In the summer of 1893, Katharine Lee Bates and some of her colleagues from the
English Department at Wellesley College set out for Colorado Springs, where
they were going to teach summer classes. Along the way, they stopped at the
Columbian World Exposition in Chicago—a world’s fair to commemorate the
“discovery” of America by Christopher Columbus. Among the many exhibits
was a futuristic “alabaster city” with gleaming white buildings.
The women continued their journey westward, making discoveries of their
own—the vast wheat fields of America’s heartland, the Rocky Mountains, and
the panoramic view of the Great Plains from Pike’s Peak—which inspired Professor Bates to write the familiar verses that have become an unofficial national
anthem. Later, she wrote an account of the experience:
We hired a prairie wagon. Near the top we had to leave the wagon and go the rest of the way on mules. I was very
tired. But when I saw the view, I felt great joy. All the wonder of America seemed displayed there… It was then
and there, as I was looking out over the sea-like expanse of fertile country spreading away so far under those ample skies, that the opening lines of the hymn floated into my mind. When we left Colorado Springs the four stanzas were penciled into my notebook…
Katharine’s poetry was paired with a hymn tune which had been written ten years before by Samuel A. Ward,
the Organist and Choirmaster at Grace Episcopal Church in Newark, New Jersey. Ward’s contribution to the
hymn was also the result of inspiration. The melody came to him during a ferry boat trip from Coney Island
back to his home in New York City after a leisurely summer day. According to an acquaintance who was traveling with him, Samuel was so anxious to capture the tune that he wrote it down on the cuff of his shirt.
He named his composition Materna, because he wrote it with the text “O mother dear, Jerusalem…” in mind.
Katharine’s poem and Samuel’s melody were finally married together and published for the first time in the
Boston Evening Transcript in 1904, a year after Samuel’s death. Katharine lived another twenty-five years, by
which time their song’s popularity had been established “from sea to shining sea”.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.

Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You
may sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386
-5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies. When you see something yummy on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available. Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee
Hour together.
Thank you to those who have donated coffee and paper products. We have plenty right now.

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
June 21st starting at 7:30 pm. All are
invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the April 19, 2018
Vestry meeting, click here.

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the May 17, 2018
Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com

We are now accepting items
to sell at our annual tag sale.
Please make each item with
“donation” and place all items
outside the “processing” room in
the basement and bring
all clothes in on hangers.
There are two racks to hang them on
in the hallway.
Please make sure your items are clean
and not broken.

If you have any questions,
please contact Mark Strunsky
or Eileen Barrett

Coming
August 18!

